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4 Me... Lettre de Son Honneur le Maire
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THE WATER QUESTION

Letter from His Worship the Mayor
To the Aldermen of the City of Montréal:
GENTLEMEN,

For a long time, I desired to call your attention to a
question closely connected with the health and welfare of
my fellow-citizens, and affecting the reputation of our
City. I wish to refer to the water supplied by the aque-
duct. Is that water pure? Is it unwholesome? Must the
necessary means of purifying it be taken? g

We must place ourselves in a position to answer these
questions, not only to meet the very legitimate desire of
the citizens, but also to satisfy the strangers who wvisit
our City in such large numbers, to remove their fears and
their distrust.

We can no longer allow that statements calculated to in-
jure trade and, indirectly, property in our City, be made
with reference to our water supply.On the other hand, we
cannot inconsiderately incur the large expenditure which
the filtration of water would necessitate.

We must avail ourselves of the experience of other Ci-
ties, which have uselessly expended for such purpose con-
siderable sums of money.

I therefore feel that the time has come when this ques-
lion should be practically dealt with, and when an investi-
gation, which would give us the information we need to
carry out the improvements required in the interest of
the City, should be made.

To that end, I would suggest that three analysts be ap-
pointed, one by the Faculty of Medecine of Laval Univer-
sit- one by the McGill University and the third to be the
City Analyst, with instructions to analyse: 1. the water com-
ing from the cocks;2. the water of both reservoirs; 3. the
water at the entrance and throughout the entire system, of
the aqueduct; 40. the water of the Ottawa; 50. the water
of the St. Lawrence; 60. the waters of the St. Lawrence
and the Ottawa at the point where they mix. together; and
also to report on the quality of the water supplied to the
residents of St. Denis Ward. ;

In order to achieve practical results, these analyses
should be made once a week during 12 months. By this
means, we could, I think, ascertain whether the water is
pure or not, where and how it ceases to be free from im-
purities and becomes contaminated with dangerous mat-
ters, and also of ascertaining what action should be taken
and how much we would have to expend to get wholesome
water. J

Useless to say that if the report be favorable and shows
that the citizens of Montreal, as well as strangers, have
nothing to fear, it would be in our interest to give to the
same as wide a publicity as possible. :

Gentlemen, I trust that you will favorably _consider my
suggestions and give them all due attention, in order that
this question of the water supply may receive a solution,
which cannot be deferred any longer without seriously in-
juring the interests of our City.

I have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
H. LAPORTE,
City Hall Mayor.
Montreal, 27th June, 1904.



