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THE WOODCOCK'S LOVE SONG.
Hy L. H. SuiTII

(Read before the Ornithologicai Sect. orfthe Entomoogit-al Soc. of Ont.)
The woodcock so, much admired by sportsmen as a gamebird, has traits of character which have neyer been read either bythe sportsman or the naturalist. His habits being principallynocturnal perhaps to some extent account for this.
His peculiar shape and makre up, so different to that of thegrouse or partridge family, or tu any other game bird. mark humas a strangely unique specimen. His long bill, peculiarly sbapedhead, in which bis large black eye is set so, far back. his breast-heavy body, and !short excuse for a tait, ail mark birn as a deligbt-fully curjous and uncommin bird. His color is beautiful, velvetand russet; none of our gaine birdis is clotbed in richer plumage.The haunts of the wuodcock are in keeping witb bis generalcharacter. Our deeply shaded swales and glens are the places b.loves to make his home. He is seldoin found unless in a spot sobeautiful that the sportsman-naturalist could imagine b. is thecompanion of 'Ilwood nymphs; no other birds frequent and livein sucb lovely sylvan retreats.

*"1The woodcock's love song ' is a strange performance andis known to comparativeîy few. An>' fine warm evening abouttbe middle of April, if you take your stand at dusk, by the side ofa good piece of woodcock cover, and remain perfectly stili for afew minutes, you will soon bear a sound, perbaps not twentyyards froin you, from some bird on the ground. If you neyer beardthe saine before you would b. inclined to, think it was a nigbthawk.for the sound in a sort of drawn-out "1,pâte " very similar to thenigbt-bawk when on the wing. Tbe bird will emit this note64Pite," "9 lPite. " several turnes at short intervals. and then takewing, wben you will at once recognize the author of the weirdnotes, for r - one wbo bas ever beard the wing-whistie of tbewoodcock as be riscs in cover can mistake hum for any other bird.'the bird mounts in the air by a circular flight; you can easilykeep track of him, altbough he is not visible to the eye, by tbeincessant twittering noise be is making with bis wings. Whenh. arrives at the summit of bis fligbt, b. commences a Sbarptwittering wbistle and after describing a f.,' circles be commencesa rapid descent, and pitches to tbe ground very close to the spotbe ro e froan two or tbree minutes before. He soon commencesbis 4" p*te," ""pâte " again and repeats bis aerial gymnastic Ifigbtover and over again. By lisiening very attentively you will beara low gutteral note just preceeding the p*ting note; a note veavsinîilar to the crowing note of a ben made just as she is gettingber chicks nestled snugly beneatb ber for the nigbt. How longon a fine spring nigbt b. wiIl keep bis antics up I cannot say, butquite long enough for you to, get the wbole perfirmance tborougblyengraved on your- senses, so that at any subsequent time youwould not pousibly mistak it for that of any otber bird.


