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anything but regret for whiat. rnighit liave been. Ail umeonscious
.of Frances' presnee, )[argaýret gazed out Mie windowr at thie ice-
covered street and falling snowflakes; ýand slie iuvoluntati ly
shivered at thie cfonstiouisness, thiat tilt lier hiupes wure e1tiled and
dead likie thie floWers on lier miothier's grave.

"'Are you crying, arre''said thie littie one, axs lier own
briglit face darkzened in syrnpathy.

"No, Franees, dear, it is tlie tear-, iu your own eyes tha,,t
miake you tliinki sQ."

*With -in effort M.Nargaret kept back furtlhcr mernories liy in-
teresting hierseif in tlie letter. Frances hield iui iei page, so awk.
wardly written -%ithi pencil and so often îuarred by thie narkis
of tlie eraser thiat nieithier slie nur Margaret could niake out thie
wvords. But Ilie letter rnust be written. *Who could lielp lier to
dIo it but lier teaelher and best friend? It is by dint of suchi
mutual aid and confidence thiat îuost people iii tuie wur1d get
along. Thie letter ran tiras:

])car Fred.-I -w'rite for you. to corne lioie atClrtas
Papa and inainîîa Nvant you. here, aid so dIo 1. 1 ain prayiiig
nigylit and morning to thie Cliild Jesus for tlîis, and I wvill hiang
up two long stockings besides iny uwn, oie for you andl one for
Margaret. Frorn your sister, Frances.

Tlue tears were now timwing fromn M.ýargaret's eycs in earnest,
and to conceal bier bursting hecart frorn thie chiild slie lient, doxii
and pressed ]ier pale elieek aigainst tie iyarin and rosy one of lier
littie friend, telling lier mlizat a dear cliild slie wvas and flint slie
lioped Fred wvould corne indeed iu answ'er to lier letter anld ].-er
prayer to tlie Chiild Jesus.

c Coine now and ask muanna. to let you. go witi mie ho sce
the niee Christmas tree th«at w-e are puttingr up for you al, seliol.
And on thie way we wîill stop) at tuie ehiurcli to say o11e more prayer
to obtain your w'isi. "

By tihis time margaret hiad regained lier self-possession.
Fred M a'sabsence was anothier of lier sorrows. It w-as fully
a year nov tliat lie liad been awvay. People told lier suei liad nu
b)usiness liking- Ihlm, since luis folks wotre, coîniparatively iîuor aîîd
Fred's earnings were but smnall. Nie r- liad lie given hiope of
soon eoing baclz. ITfence withi lier exiigteaciing crihrh
and lier w'ages s'peut in eovering lie debts incident to lier
mohier's last illness, lier pe~ospecfii for lIcme ing year w'ere darli
indeed.

But Frances' letter sped on ils way. lu due time Fired rend
over lie cluifdisît lines. Thiey did not, ]iowever, cliange Iiis nmiind.


