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Boler and Inspection Act, '82-'90 of the Engiish Par-
liament, and the Steani ]oiler Inspection Act, Canada,
Under the r-ngiish Act, the boiler owner may use a
boiler of whatevcr lcind and in whatever condition hie
chooses. It rnay be tended by skiiled or unskiiied
engineers, and inspected by anyone from a properly
qualified inspector, down to the village biacksmith, but
everything in the nature of an explosion uf any kind
occurring in connection with the boiler must be reported
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witlîin twenty.four hours by the owner to the Board of
Trade. A preliminary inquiryis held, and if necessary,
a second and more exhaustive inquiry. The court of
inquiiry consists of an engineer and a lawyer, who are
empowered ta subpoena witnesses, hear evidence, and
assess the damages on the owvners of the plant. Ftzr-
ther, the decision of this court is received as evidence
in civil suits wvhich may be taken against the owners
for injuries arising from the accident.

It was thus seen that the owner of the boiler is
under no restrictions. His liberty with regard.ta the
boiler is compiete, but if lie avails himself of this to
endanger anyone else and daniage their property, heavy
penalties are imposed. It pays, therefore, to have good
boilers and have then attended and inspected in the

best manner. In no other wvay cari this clre and atUen-
tion be secured, because the only abject ta wvhicli every
mnan will give attention is ta his pocket. Now to assure
a resuit equai ta this froni an inspection law you must
assume that ail irispectors are perfect, and do their
work equaily wvell at ail times, which, as long as they
are human beings, is too great an assumnption ta
malko. The inspection of stationary hoilers svouid be
attended wvith very great expense and inconvenience.
Marine boilers in Canada are ail laid up for some months
in winter, and can then be inspected without loss of
time, but stationary hoilers are fer the niost part in con-
tinuai use and their inspection w.ould therefore be most
expensive and annoying.

Full reports upon these investigations in England
are puhlished by the 'Queen's Printer, and sold every-
wvhere at a very smaii price. In this way the dangerous
conditions wvhich cause the accident are made known ;
the maker of the boler, and the inspector, if any, who
had pronounced it sale, etc., are ail made public, and
this acts as a check on careiessness or faulty wvork. In
these investigations the detail statement gives: ist,
place of explosion and name of owner; 2fld, date; 3rd,
persans killed ; 4 th, or injured ; 5 th, general description
and age o! the boiler; 6th, part which gave wvay;

7 th, purpose for which used ; 8th, whether inspected
or insured by any company or association; gth, cause
of the explosion; ioth, findinga of the court.

As an illustration of the workings of the Act we
Nvili give a sumnmary of the report "«No. 909 " upon an

explosion -%vhich took place at the Excelsior Iron
Works, Wishaw, N.B. The report sets forth fully all
the details under each o «f the different heads stated
above, accompanying the whole by drawings of which
we give a photo-engrraving. A minute statement of ail
repairs which bave been made ta the boiler at any time
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