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wooillen industry, even though in this instance the
farmer did stand to participate in a minor share
of the benefit. ““ Ion't make the same mistake
twice.”’ v

The causes of our dicreasing exports of certain
lines oi farm products have been partly set forth
by Mr. Flavelle. Some more of them—for ex-
ampic, the retroactive efiect of our long-established
system of tarifi protection—have been explained
editorially by this paper. The outstanding fact
is that production has not bheen keeping pace with
demand. The cause of this is not—save, perhaps,
in a few instances—lack of tarill protection on
farmm products Such protestion would not ram
edy Lhe troable. but would at times impose a real
hardship on consumers, as the American tarifl is
now doing on consumers across the line When
we have not enough eges or fruit or vegetables to
supply horae demand. it 1s fortunate that we are
able so unport Of cours:, a narrow margin of
duty is ail right as a sort of buffer against dump
ing by other countries, which might otherwise dis
organize our business by taling advantage  of
price fluctuations That is all the protection our
farmers want

Tae main trouble with sheep raising s not
the low price of wool, but failure of Canadian
farmers to appreciate fully the profits  and  ad
vantaces ol sheep husbandry under  present con
ditions, coupled with Lundure to mect the specially
lucratinve scascanal denands of the lamb trade. Meat |
and not wool 1< the main source of revenue from

the brecas of sheeps hept an Canada. and would

still e i the price of wool were doubled \n
Ontario bualletin, issued i 1907 Swimarizing
plies tron colrt voridents tates that instead ol
b per cent ol Tarmne heepimg an averace ot 13
bhreeding e \ tottd to e the case, there
<should tawe tl Tt 20 e on fullv T35 pea
cen o ! ™\ 1 I ack of aj
! ¢ of sheen on the farm
Woas A cat cause of the decrea
ol h | 1t vronth  of the dair
:'I‘i'y ! \ ! L LS :"’»ln )l '\'f]“"""‘ 1
excluston ol all ather branches bt
hoes o ol and not many of them 1 an
ther cau oy have  also had their cfieet

more by far than thev meed have had To be
sure, a hicher price for wool would stimulate ex-
tension of the sheep industry, but the chief eco-
nomic advantage to the Dominion of artificially
eénhancing the price of wool is that it would en-
courage what is already a profitable branch of
husbandry, but neglected for want of appreciation.
There is a measure of. force in this argument, but
harcély suthicient to justify a tax of fifteen or
twenty million dollars a vear.

There is, further, the fact that prejudice 1n
favor of :'ported goods now operates to the han-
dicap of Canadian woollen manufacture It 1is
only fair that this should be countered by a small
percentage of import duty; but then, it is already
so countered by a duty of 30 to 35 per cent. on
knitted goods, tweeds, worsteds, and the like.
Similar duties are collected on wearing apparel,
but in the case of some goods. to be finished in
Canada, such as serges, dress goods, buntings,
etc., duties as low as 15. 174 and 15 per cent,,
respectively, are levied under the British preferen
tial tarifi, while our manufacturers have the
further privilege of importing shoddy at 7} and
12} per cent.

Mr. Biggar seems to take it for granted that
the establishment of a woollen industry in Canada
would be advantageous It would not be unless
within a reasonable time it became able to con-
tinue busincss without tarifi aid, earning sufficient
profit to recoup us for the initial loss incident to
its establishment Not the number of industries
a country has, but the profit they earn, and
the liberality of the wages they pay, make the
community truly prosperous We already have
liberal protection on woollen goods in Canada—
to0o much, il anything To increase the duty sub-
stantiaily, even for the sake of giving some small
protection to the Canadian wool-grower, is not a
reasonable proposition. The tarif on woollen
goods is high enough, but, without increasing this
tariff, it is onlv fair to collect the preseut nomi-
nal duty of 3 cents a pound on Canadian wool,
and to collect a proportionate duty on tops, noils
and varns. The elahorate tarifi proposition Mr
Bigear has been advocating, looking to the estab-
lishment of a Canadian worsted industry, is not
judiciously considered. As we observed before,
the whistle would cost more than it is worth. It
would be very much more advantageous, if pos
sible. to obtain free or freer admission ol  our
wools into the United States through reciprocity

negotiation with the United States
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Lhis diagram. reproduced from E. B. Biggar's
pambhlet, * The Canadian  Farmer, the General
Consumer. and the Wool Tarul,”” shows the genesis
ol weorllen and worsted fabrics and knitted goods
vhe main ailference in the process of manutactur
g woolien and worsted yvarns i1s that the card

e machiie used inomaking woollen yvarns tends
to cross the ndivadual wool fibres at every angle.

which exonlains why woollen ¢loths are so easily
citedd or fulled The
prepares the wool Tor worsted spinning. separates
the fong fibres from the short and lays them

combing machine, which

pavall and those fibres, being lonver than in
the carded wool process, maes possible the spin
ning ot a much tner and relativelyv stronger yvarn

llence the greater veesatility, of the fabries  ob
taanat h Waorst finnime . which s adapted 1o

The coarsest o as well s the (imest yarns “Tope
vluct o the worsted nu!!;']'w\'ll:u‘
n ein longest  and  last of the tibres
i l ro long wool and isevd 1 spinninge
varn Nl 1 ~hort. bres o 1 he

\ . rop | the con o bhecon 1
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What Would a Worsted Industry
Cost ?

Anent his communication, published last weel,
and commented upon in the foregoing editorial
we have asked Mr. Liggar two questions First,
whether he had ever considered what a stupendous
sum 1t nad cost the United States (M sacrifice of
revenue and heavy premium in price of woollen
goods to the consumer, made possible by tarifi)
to establish its present somewhat imposing wool
len industry ?» Secondly, what scale of duties he
would consider necessary to establish a worsted
industry in Canada ? To the first question, he
replies that he is accumulating data on the sub-
ject, and will be pleased to deal with it later, re-
marking that he considers the present United
States woollen tarifi by no means the best that
could be devised. high as it is On this point,
however, we may be permitted to cite a fact
brought out in Mr. Bigsar's own pamphlet on

The C(anadian Farmer, the Genecral Consumer,
and the Wool Tariff.”’
states ““ Though there was only one period of
free wool in the | nited States since 1865, there
was a short period, beginning in 1883, when the

On page 25, this pamphlet

duty on wool was reduced ten per cent., and even
this was a disaster to the wool-growers, as the
number of sheep fell from 50,500,000 in 1884, to
11,500,000 head in 188K " The decrecase in sheep
husbandry following such a small tariff reduction
would seem to indicate that the whole United
States woolien industry, from the keeping of the
sheer to the manufacture of clothing, was an ex-
pensive, pap-fed business It is the artificial en-
couragement of such extraneous industries that
has run up the cost of living across the line, de-
spite probably the most magnificent diversified en-
dowment of natural resources possessed by any
country under the sun. The Americans have
pretty nearly done their hest to commit commer-

cial suicide

hare anlv escaped more serious
consequences because of their great resources and
vast belt of internal free trade.

Our second question, Mr Biggar must have
overlooked, as he makes no mention of it in his
letter to nand In the absence of such answer,
we fall back upon his statement, made at the Do-
minion Sheep-breeders’ meeting, where he advo-
cated a protection of 25 per cent. on wool, with

a  corresponding net protection to the manufac-
turer on the labor expended by him How much
would be,
goodness hnows—probably enough to run the duty
on manufactured clothing up to 50, 75 or may-

this corresponding net  protection

he 106 her cent And yet NMr. Biggar submits
that this will probahly not increase the cost  of
woollen clothine ! I'his scarcely coincides  with
the assertion of Mr. Ilovd-Jones at the meeting
above mentioned., who exhibited a suit of clothes
purchased in FEngland for $15, the like of which,
he claimed, could not bhe bought in Canada under
S5 Ii our present protection on woollen goods
adds 662 per cent., or even 30 per cent , to the
ost of y sult of clothes, what would happen under
a tarifl twice or three times as high »

I'o maxe some attempt to arrive at probable
totals we recall the <tatement made in Toronto
last Fehruary by the special committee appointed
by the Dominion Sheep-breeders’ Association  to
look nto the wool question At an abortive con-
lerance with some few ol the manufacturers, this
commitiee hada concluded that, in order to satisfy
the manufacturers with a readjustment of the tar-
1T, the duty on the finished goods would have to
be raised to such o point that, for a prospective
benetit of four and a hali million dollars a vear

to the wool-erowers, about fourtcen millions per

annim would come ont of the pockets of Canadian
conswaers, ot which c¢lass, of course., the wool-
Croners form o part Needless to sav, the com-

mittee could not weer their demands

Canadisin farmers and Canadian consumers gen-
erally woildd he very toolish to consent to another
lollar oi prrotection tao the woollen industry. But
1t s oml that our present nominal daty of
three conts g nitd om o raw wool <hould be col-

cted  hewise q quivalent duty on imported
top&, which, heing ported. displace more than
he —anie welvht af wool and several worsted spin-
Nl ants 1o manufaciure vhich  have, accord
ne 1o N\ Mo beeen estabiihishied in Canada
vitl ] rofonr v ears Ihey  spin

et corted tops Taps are the first
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