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= TO THE PEOPLE OF THE EM
Lnu»thohmtm.ou step n

“We are fighting for a worthy purpose, and we sha il not lay down
our arms untl that purpose Fas been fully achieved. "=~ H. M. The King.

PIRE—Every fighting unit we can
earer peace. )

J

ECONOMY UNDER THE FOSTER
GOVERNMENT.

. The annual report of Hon. P. J.
Veniot as Minister of Public Works
which was laid on the table of the
Legislature on Wednesday afternoon
contains abundant evidence of the

public money of the province is being
dissipated on the services administer-
ed by his department. Take the two
items of ordinary bridges and ordinary
roads. We find that during' the year

of $443,989.31. The appropriation for
the services was $300,000, so already |
the Fosterites are $143,989.31 over-ex
pended on these items alone. Under|
the ryle of the former Government|
the appropriation for ordinary roads!
and ordinary bridges averaged 3300.-v
000 per year and this amount was ex-
pended and, as the people well knew,
with far better results that we have
today.

During the last election campaign
members of the Foster party
their voices in every county in the
province in protest to high heaven
against what they termed the gross,
extravagance of the Murray Govern- |
ment. Yet in its first term, Mr. Fos-
ter's “business administration” has
eclipsed all records for prodigality and
has thrown away the road and bridge
money by the handtul,
the people but very
turns.

It should not be forgotten that dur-
ing the year the Foster government
borrowed $500,000 on account of per-
manent roads. Mr. Veniot's rv;mrl‘
shows that to the close of the fiscal |
year they had expended $334,066.65 of |
this, while Mr. Smith of Carleton in|
reply to a question as to the expendi- |
ture on permanent roads since thel
close of the fiscal year, obtained the |
information that $78,086.76 had been|
spent. Add these two amounts and the |
total is $412,153.41 as the total of per-
! manent road expenditure. To this,
;ldd the sum over-expendéd on ordin-|
ary roads and bridges and we find that|
out of their bond issue and all their
;ordinary appropriation the government
+has spent the appalling total of $856
142.72 on the roads and bridges of the!
province, and this takes no account of
expenditures on permanent bridges

The question can well be asked
What have the people received for
their money? Instead of practising |
economy the Foster government is do-
ing the very reverse. There has not
yet been opportunity at Fredericton
to bring all these matters out across
the floors of the House, but there can
be no question but that before the
present session has ended the .\Hm~-i
ter of Public Works and his colleagues
will be called sharply to account for
their recklessness. Mr. Foster in op-
position promised the people a busi-
ness government. Mr. Foster in power
seems well content to sit supinely by
and allow stronger hands to run the
ship of state. And judging from pres-|
ent indications the course taken by
Pilot Veniot leads straight for the
rocks of provincial bankruptcy. It wiil
not do. It is not what the people of
New Brunswick were led
when this government took office, but
every day reveals the truth of the situ-
ation and the truth is that a govern-
ment which won its way to power by
false pretenses finds, when enthroned
in the administrative benches, that it
is utterly incapable of properly admin-
istering public affairs. The material
is not there. One cannot make con-
structive statesmen or careful admin-
istrators out of the men by whom the
present leader has surrounded him-
self.
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THE SUFFRAGE FOR WOMEN.

That the women of this province
should have a voice and vote in the
pelection of the men who administer
our provincial affairs as well as those
who go to Ottawa to care for the busi-
mess of the Dominiop, will appeal to
all as sound common semse. Let us,
for & moment, depart from the path of
. srgumest usually followed in the dis-
. ‘cmssion of women suffrage ind con-’
‘sider the question purely from a busi-
Mess standpoint. If it is 2 good argu-
. to say that the imterest of the!
in the affairs of the Domimion

reckless prodigality with which theinave a tendency to degrade the women

jevery day since the outbreak of war.

the government expended on ordinary |ticipation in the war and they have
bridges the sum of $217,145.38, and l"“;done it well. It is not recorded that
ordinary roads $226,843.93, or a total their activities in this line have tend.

lur securing the f{ranchise

works, but did not remain long out of
the service, Mr. Vealot took charge
early last ysar and lost no time in
seeking to reward Mr, Blair for his
gervices to the party in conneotion
with the Carleton county by-election
and in other ways. Consequently, we
find this gentleman, who has already

and the of our
Why then should the women of the
province not have a voice in selecting
the men to take charge of the admin-
istration where their real interest
les?

As to the argument that participa-
tion in politics or in public lte will

of the land, that has been answered

The women of the land have practical-
ly taken charge of some of the great-
est undertakings necessary to our par-

ed to rob them of their womanly quali-
ties or make them less gentle or less
refined. Therefore that argument
falls and the thing to consider is not
the effect participation in politics will
have upon our women, but the effect
our women will have upon our poli-
tics. The Standard believes that the
effect will be good and that public life
will be better and cleaner when the
women have a voice in the selgption
of public representatives.

That the women will exercise their
franchise with intelligent discernment
and a keen regard for the interests
of the country is well demonstrated
by the experience of the last Domin.
fon election. In that contest the
women worked for their men folks
overseas and they worked well. To
them in very large measure must be
given the credit for the splendid vic-
tory achieved and it is a certainty
that in the future they will play an
ever-increasing part in the public af-
fairs of this country. That this :s
their right is recognized by the Prime
Minister of Canada, who will introduce
a bill at the present session af Pariia®

ment to give women the vote in Domin. | @

fon elections.

In the light of this action Hon. J. A.
Murray, Opposition leader in the Leg-
islature, is entitled to a full measure
of credit for the resolution he intro-
duced in that body yesterday by which
he took the first step in the direction
for the
women of New Brunswick, the resola-
tion passed the House without a dis-
senting voice and it is assumed that a
bill will soon be submitted to give
effect to the desired reform. It is to
be hoped that when that bill comes
before the House the gentlemen sup-
porting Premier Foster will give to it
the same measure of support they ac-
corded to yesterday’'s resolution. If
they do not they will show themselves
to be sadly out of joint with the times,
for woman suffrage fs one of the polit-
ical reforms that is certain of adoption
in all parts of the civilized world. At
present, of all the Canadian provinces,
only the Maritimes and Quebec with-
hold the franchise from women, and in
Nova Scotia a measure ig already be-
ing taken to remedy this condition
New Brunswick should not lag behind,
Mr. Murray and those who voted with
him in the Legislature yesterday will
merit the warmest commendation and
support of all who believe that our

been d by a royal commissioner
as unreliable, figuring once more om
the department payroll, only this time
he appears as a special collector »f
delinquent motor vehicle fees, and for
three months' work in that connection
manages to extract $1,200 from the
province. Surely Mr. Veniot has amp-
ly rewarded the ex-secretary for his
political labors, but there is no reason
why the public should pay the bill, It
is quite possible that an officer for thu
collection of such fees is a necessary
official. But such an official should not
cost the province §1,200 for three
months work, and when it is remem-
bered that the official in question is
Harry M. Blair, the discredited and
dismissed one-time secretary of the
department, the whole transaction has
a mighty suspicious appearance,
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THE GERMAN DRIVE.

The German offensive with all the
force the Kaiser's armies have been
able to muster has been expected for
gome time. That they should secure
preliminary successes is not a matter
of deep concern, because beyond
doubt the Allles will at once reinforce
the threatened positions to an, extent
which will make a further aggressive
impossible. This operation {8 not
likely to be decided in a few days, and
while the Germans may succeed in at
taining some of their objectives, it is
a certainty that such a success will be
attended by very heavy losses,

It will be much easfer to count the
German army after this offensive has
finished than it was before.

"LETTERSTO |
‘ THE EDITQR ;’
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WILL IT BE TOO LATE AGAIN?
—
To the Editor:

Once upon a time, before the era of
the great war, there was a slogan
which ran, “Wake Up England.” Since
1914 England has had a great awaken-
ing, and now fully realizes the menace
to her existence. This slogan was
afterward changed to read, Wake Up
Canada. Hitherto the message has not
been properly impressed upon our
people here. Premier Borden has re-
peatedly insisted on the equality of
opportunity, service, and sacrifice; but
we assert with full knowledge of the
situation, that he has not been sup-
ported by some of his colleagues, or by
the people as a whole. Wae certainly
have the equality of opportunity; but
it is not followed to its togical conclus-
fon. Far from it. The history of the
Military Service Act, as at present de-
veloped, shows a very pronounced ob-
jection to equal service and sacrifice.
The theory back of the Act has not
been carried out in practice. We have
undoubted proof that the provisions of
the Act have not been followed with
strict impartiality, either as to class or
individual. Handicaps, official and
otherwise, have tied the hands of those
appointed to apply conscientiously the
prineiple of selective conscription. The
very class of men are kept home who
would be the ideal type of fighters.
The misfits ,who are not of much ntilf-
ty at home, or at the front, have to be
returned home at a great expense to

women should take the place in the
public life of the country to which|
they have shown themselves to be en-|
titled and for which they are omlnem:'

ly qualified
|

the country. The Government, for
reascns best kuown 1o ftself, bas to 8
great extent, by fts own procedure,
nullified a law of its own making,
which was originally intended to raise
the reinforceinsnts demanded by and

|
WHAT MR. H. M. BLAIR GOT. !

In the Legislature a few days ago|

an uiry from Mr. Smith of Carle |

ton elicited the information that Hon.|
Mr. Veniot had engaged Mr. Harry M.|
Blair as a special official for the eok|
lection of del motor nicte!

|21l from the infernal effects of a pos-

promised tc our gallant represents-
tives who are cver there in Europe,
fighting to the limit of human endur-
ance, to preserve our national and fn-
dividual freedom, and to protect us

sible victory for Germanic absolutism.
At a time when the struggle for the
maintenance of universal freedom, and
the principle of international justice,

fees, and for the emforcement of lbe‘_
act. Mr. Blair was employed by the
department for three bs and io

is at the maximum. At the very time
when the people of those §

They dont fly away till you get rite up close,

Belng because theyre either tame or lasy,

But if one let you get close enough to put salt on his tail
The others wood think it was crasy.

Sparrows are very fond of erumbe,

And with pleszure they peck them rite in,
But if you offered one a hole loat of bred,
It woodent know Wware to begin,

They like to set on telefone wires

And look erround with animation,

And you never can tell, wen youre telefoning,
Weather theres sparrows on your conversation,

is largely a fallure. Why? The peo:
ple demand an answer to this query.

We demand that from now on, there
shall be no more equivocation or pro-

ces are too serious to allow this ques:
tion of reinforcements to be sido.
tracked or delayed any longer. States.
men, play the game; and cut out play-
ing to the gallery., Hangers-back and
hangers-on, be men for once. Make
no longer vain excuses, One step to
the front. Quick march., 1s there a
man with soul so dead that he will ro-
fuse to fight for freedom.
W. H, BRAMLEY,
Bath, N, B,

-
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| A BIT OF VERSE

THE LITTLE FATHER.

Nichol, Nichol, little Czar,
How 1 wonder where you are?
You who thought it best to fly,
Being so afrald to die.
Now the sullen crowds are gone,
Now there's nought to fire upon;
Sweet your sleigh bells ring afar,
Tinkle, tinkle, lttle Czar,

Little Czar, with soul so small,
How are you & Ogar at all?
Yours had been & happlier lot
In some peasant’s humble cot,
Yet to you was given a day
‘With a noble part to play,
As an Emperor and a man;
When {t came—"then Nicky ran.”

Little Czar, beware the hour
When the people strilies at power;
Soul and body held in thrall
They are human after all,
Thrones that reek of Mood and tears
Fall before the avenging years,

orastination. The present circumstan:|

YOUR SICK CHILD
IS CONSTIPATED!
LOOK AT TONGUE

If cross, feverish or bilious
give “California Syrup

of Figs."

b sy
No matter what alls your ohild, a
gontle, thorough laxative should

alvays be the firat treatment given.

11 your little one is out-ofsorts, half:
sick, fsn't resting, eating and acting
naturally-—look, Mother! see if tongue
s coated. This is & sure sign that its
little stomach, liver and bowels are
clogged with waste. When cross, irrl
table, feverish, stomach sour, breath
bad or has stomach-ache, diarrhoea,
sore throat, full of cold, give a tea
apoontul of “California Syrup of Figs,"
and in a few hours all the constipated
poison, undigested food and sour bile
rontly moves out of its little bowels
without griping, and you have a well,
pleyful child again,

Mothers can rest oasy after giving
this harmless “fruit laxative,” because
it never falls to cleanse the Ilittle
one's liver and bowels and sweeten
the stomach and they dearly love its

leasant taste. Full directions for

bles, children of all ages and for,
grown-ups printed on each bottle.

Heware of counterfeit fig syrups. Ask
your druggist for a bottle of “Califor
nia Syrup of Figs;” then see that it s
sde by the “California ¥ig Syrup
Conpny.:' e
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Mar, 20-~The death of

M ¢,

While you watch your sinking star,
Tremble, tremble, little Czar!
~~PUNCH.

siind

ABITOFFUN |

Usually the fellow who depends on
a boost to get him to the top has to
have help after he gets there.

The race isn't always to the swift,
but the slow are seldom favorites in
the betting,

Spring has every opportunity
make herself popular this year.

The Joy Out of Life.

They had been dining in state in
the dining car, Husband, who iy o
teacher of English, was glad that lit-
tle daughter had behaved so perfectly.
Mother also was in & happy frame of
mind, There were mumerous other
diners in the car and the parents
were proud of their child, Not a sin-
gle thing bad happemed to mar the
serenity of the occasion, Finally the
meal was over and they started to
leave the car. Their way took them
past all of the other tables. Suddenly
the little girl feit impelled to ask a
question.

“Mother,” she called 1n a shrill
voice, “aren’t we golpg to wash the
dishes 7" —Indisnspolls News,

AT SCHOOL.

The young “pride of the family” had
been to school for the first tims o
his short six years,

“What did you lessn 77 asked his

to

cipally concerned are rallying to their

that time drew from the public treas
ury the sum of $1.200. In the report
of the public works department this
amount is classified as follows:
Three months’ salary at $125..
Monthly allowance for expenses
inciading use of car three
months at $275 .

$275

Total
M:. Blaizr, #¢
the gentieman who was formerly em-

ctive flags to the last man, we,
the people of Canads, in spite of the
undoubted menace to our vital inter-

ests, look calmly on while others fight| di8na;
fight

our battle. We know ft
The truth of this fact

is our
bas

vivyed as secretary of the depar

and who § d rather i
an favestigation conducted by Mr. M.
G. Teed, K. C. into certain bridge ex
penditures of the department when
under tie superintendence of My. Jokn
Morrissy. At that investigation it was

E

Alme J. Bourque, son of Mrs, D, J.
Bourque, Main street, occurred this
afternoon after an illness of three
months with pleurisy. Deceased was
twentytwo years of age and is eur-
vived by his mother, three brothers
and two sisters,

C. J. Tauswell, whose death occur.
red in the Provincial Hospital at St

John Monday, was burfed here this|es

afternoon from St George's church
under M i i The M i

service was conducted at the grave,
Canon Sisam, rector of $t. George's
church, has been invited by Bishop
Richardson to be the preacher at the
opening service in the Cathedral at the
Church of England Synod, April 9.
R
Halifax, Mar, 20~Word was receiv-
ed tonight from Lunenburg that the
schooner Allison H. Maxner had been
lost off Eastern Point and that prob-
ably all bands perished,. Wreckage
was discovered there, including the
stern of a vessel, sticking out of the
water with the name Allison H., Max-
ner, Lunenburg. The schooner was
bound from Turk's leland with sait
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About Your Purchase
of Jewelry! \

@ 'The selootion ut Jewelry, whother ua gifta or tor
personal uwe, should bo guided, not only by taste,
but by care in the mattor vt values,

@ Our long and varied experience is frealy at your
disposal, und we will eateemi it a privilege and a
pleasure to conter with you and vffer suggestions
at any time even though you dv not contemplate
purchasing at the moment. .

@ All our wares are guaranieed oxactly us repre.
sonted at time of purchase. y

@ We awalt your vistt with Intesest.

FERGUSON & PAGE,

Diamond Importers and Jewelers,

it A

41 King Otreet
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GALVANIZED BA
T
CH

Boﬂlg'mn NUTS,
ouas s
HORSE SHOE

M. E. AGAR, .

NAILS,

"Phone 818.

o

R IRON, CARRIAGE HARDWAR
WAG

WAGGON WHEELS
CASTINGS

SLED RUNNERS,

SHAFTS,

WAGGON AXLES,
BLACKSMITH TOOLS, Etc.

« 51-53 Union Street
8t. John, N. B,

GON & SPO

BISY
MAGN

IN S GRAIN TABLETS

Phone M. 1121,

H. Maxner and had a crew of five,
is supposed the Maxner was lost on
the 16th, s stormy, bitter night,

GAS ON STOMACH

SOUR STOMACH

INDIGESTION
HEARTBURN

Instantly Relieved by

AND POWDER FORM

packages,
with comtanreind
magnesla 1 eMrete of

GISTS BVERYWHERY.

ExtraCLeatherBelting

MANUFACTURED BY

D. K. MoLAREN, LIMITED
Also Balata, Rubber and Canvas Stitched Belting

LACE LEATHER AND BELT FASTENERS OF ALL KINDS

, 8TOCK DEPOT

90 Germain St

{3

R
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BISTRATED MAGNESIA i« Magne-
sis especially prepared for the esafe,
poedy snd cerisin correction of dan-
gerovs stomach acidity. 1i comes oaly
in the fore of fiye grain tablets and
powder ia senled

conitse
mitk of

Do not

THE BEST QUALITY AT
A REASONABLE PRICE

FOR
YOUR
ROOF

Crown Roofing will
give you goodhmvlca,
Made wit halt
which is fire ruht?::,
Easy to put on,
Reduces your fire risk
and insurance, !

$1.78, $2.28 and $2.7
. s Roll, o

Write for samples,

The Christie Wood.
working Co., Lid,

186 Erin Streer,

BUSINESS MEN
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Veincipa!
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Look Over Yor

Den't be without th
need them at any ¢
Don't put it off, G

THE ROYAL

| NEW ENGL

THE

Corona Portable
Machines Hepair

UNITED 1
_

We Are Now
Recleaned O

RG &F.}

M

HIRAM |
91 Germain |
f
(

ALBO MANUPACT
COPPER AND WA

‘Phone M. 356
The Union |

IRO!
West 8t. John
G,

Fil

. | 8truotur
WM., LI




