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THE CIVIC BUDGET.

The civic budget which was a\m‘}n\ed to th

cidentally to the citizens by Commis

slotier of Finance Frink is an important document, SO

far as the revenue of the city for the 12 months ending |

December §1, 1912, are concerned, nothing could be more
e figures brought down by the Com

eatisfactory than ti o
missioner Compared with 1911, which was good, the

showing I8 an excellent one and is as follows:

o Com

mon Council and in

General assessment ..« v oo
Tax de Liieae
Water assessment .. . v

HArbor revenue .. . s oo
Rentals, lands and wharves
Market .. oo oo o0 o0 00 o0
Ferries ..

steamers

sold

$961,645
.. $49,166.03

$1,010,812.05
TDOrERABO .. o o8 e ss oo o0 00 00 00
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red save there was &
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than total ass
is much bet than usual as in 1911
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ons it I8 evident that no effort Is
\er in everything collec table, Then it must
be borne in ount of 5 per cent. 18 granted
for prompt payment of a very large percentage of the
d The water department shows &
marked galn in reve This 18 due almost wholly to
sumption arising out of the demand for bet
¢ the city and an increasing number
sgser extent the harbor and lands
: a8 well ag the returng received
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o bank at the close of the year

during the year, including
37, which was $25,026.00
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the school debt, was $2,038,277.90 at the end of 1889, and
£5,603,198.51 {n 1911, an Increase of $2,614,917.61 in the

4 -
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estate, personal property and income in 1889, was $23;
130,100 and ia 1911 $29,842,800, an increase of 6,712,200,

of the ¢ity according to the Board of Assessors, increased
ouly $6,712,000 between 1889 and 1911, while the bonded
debt has increased $2,614,917 and the assessment levied
incroased $339,164,
creased at & ratio so much greater than either population
or values the taxation rate has gone from $1.32 on each
$100 to $1.96, an increase of 64 cents with no outlook ap

John,

erlod.  The total sinking ! A iounted in 1889 to
$24.894.13 and at the close of 1911 to {U8L,¥idL6, an in

{he rateable value of all property, including real

Putting the whole matter briefly, the rateable property

Because clvic expenditure has in-

parently for a lesser rate,

Such 18 & brief epitome of the financial bistory of 8t.
During the period which has elapsed since 1889
(he city of 8t, John spent largely to develop its resources
—notably to bring the winter trade of Cunada to her
doors. This added $1,127,000 to the bonded debi, whigh
{8 st!]l an annual charge on the taxpayers of over §50,000,
as for sume years past practically all the earnings of the
harbor have been expended in repairs and wharf exten:
slons. But after all the winter port expenditiires account
for less than one-half of the total increase, The rematn-
der are largely represented by the cost of water and
sewerage extenslons. It is in these groat works that
the money of the people has been favested,

The increased coet of maintaining the great publie
gervices of the clty account very largely for the increase
in {he assessment, Police and fire protection and light
all cost double what they did a few years ago, and it I8
ssumable that the people are getting value for their
money. We have no more than our ghare of disastrous
fires and there is a prevaillng opinion that 8t John is an
orderly and safe city to live and go about in, It can
hardly be sald that we have good stroets, but we have an
excellent water supply which, however, is reported to
vary in pressure more than it should from time to time.

pr

.

This open winter weather
demands

HEAVY SOLED
Walking Boots

For Women as well
as Men.

We are showing a Splen-
did Assortment in Good-
year Welts with Man-
nish Soles and Heels.

Ladies’ Dull Calt Button or Laced
$4.00, $4.50, $5.00
Ladies' Dull Calf Button or Laced
High Cut, $6.00
Ladies’ Tan Calf, Button or Laced
$4.00, $4.60, $8.00
Ladies' Tan Oalf, Button or Laced
High Cut $6.00, $6.50

francisﬂughan

19 King St.

One thing, however, {s absolutely certain, we have enor:
mously increased the cost of living in S8t. John, This

was not altogether the fault of successive boards of ald-
ermen who have gone before any more than it is that of
the Commission which exists today, In the majority of
instances the aldermen merely surrendered to the man-
date of the people and gave them the expenditures they
asked for, and the Commission seem to be doing the
same thing. After they get the money spent the very
people who were loudest in their demands v be found
\180 loudest in their condemnation when they find their
ghare of it charged up in thelr tax bills,

There 18 no doubt that St. John is one of the most
prosperous cities of Canada today and there I8 no city on
the Atlantic coast with a brighter future Unfortunately
tor those who live in the city and bear the burden of tax:
ation the great development of today and of the future is
to be beyond the city limits, There has been a very con-
siderable improvement on the West 8ide but even there
it 1s crowding over into Lancaster, also beyond the city
line The present {8 the time to arrange for the exten.
sion of the city limits to include the possible area of de-
velopment where a city could be regularly planned aund
laid out with g view to perfect sanitation and with some

from

the sale of water to steamers and the revenue
The market revenues have remained about

from
licenses

gtationary and the ) makes about the
worst showing it ever did, with a revenue |
apparently 212,000 greater than in 1611 it

has goue behind over $6,000, The ferry had a small
rates were Increased to prevent
the necessity of further deficits, The increased contri-
butions of the public amounting to about $9.000 have all
been spent and it 18 now proposed to tax the citizens a
further sum of $7,3560 to keep up the ferry Perhaps
sometime in the dim and distant future there will be a
halt in ferry expenditures,

As a final result of the deliberations of the Counell
His Worship announced that the warrant jssued to the
as $605,248.63 and for 1912 it would be
hat time the school estimates with

surplus in 1911 and the

b figures of last year have been pre
it will have to be added to the total,
1l have no power to reduce the
ch time s the limit fixed by law
g for $160,000 are

$6.500 added to the

sented, 80 this amo

ay the Common

es In
wi After 1sgessors got the estl
m ey added th percentage and the re
8 ax levy of $660,000 on total estimates of
$6075.00( the Mayor's figures are correct and the
school sstees hold out for the additional levy —~(they
over-e ed in 1911 and owe the bank over $20,000 ac-
cord t iit of that year)-—the warrant have
tot n stated by the Mayor If the assessors
wi tl varrant in 1912 as they did in 1912
th ussessed for 1013 will exceed all

1 is scarcely pleasant to conte mplate,
require a careful revaly
y on the of the assessors to find
1 to keep the rate at $1.98

It must not be taken that the people of 8t. John can-
not contribute seven hundred thousand dollars in taxa
tion if they are asked to do so and it is highly improbable
that the assessment for 1913, when it reaches the people,
as that, but the question will naturally

ation

sufficlent new mater

will be as large

arise: Are the people getling good value for so large an
expenditure? To transform St John into a city of the
best class would necessitate larger expenditure for

strects, improvements on public grounds, garbage collec-
tion, & police patrol system, additions of modern apparat-
us to the fire department and many other things which as
citizens we do not enjoy. A more equitable distribution
of the burden of taxation would do much to ease up on
some but in the end no matter how the matter may be
arranged the consumer has to pay the gcorehing. It is
gomebody's duty, however, to think out how matters can
be improved at the present juncture, for there is need
of improvement,

ONE SIDE OF ST. JOHN'S GROWTH.

There has been more than the usual advance discus-
sion of the probable tax rate in St. John for 1913, This
is far from being & bad sign, as it shows that The people
as a whole are taking a deeper interest in civic affairs
than they ever did. There is nothing complex in the
methods by which the affairs of any municipality are car
sied on. Running the business of the city ‘is, after all,
much the same ag running sny other business save that
there

of p to be
citizens who would curtall all expenditures whether they

are more interests to be considered and & larger
There is & class of

consideration for the fitness of things instead of some-
thing resembling a patch work quilt in design,

lermany finds it necessary to expand its currency.
The abolition of the maximum limit of 300,000,000 marks
($75,000,000), for issues of Imperial bank notes below the
value of 100 marks ($25), was recommended by Rudolf
Havenstein, thé president of the budget committee of the
lmperial Parliament. He put forth this proposal as a
means of Increasing the gold stock of the Imperial bank,
arguing that it was necessary to augment this to $1,600,
000,000 marks.

The whole course of the naval gituation is summed up
by the Montreal Gazette in the following: “The Borden
(Government's plan of providing three Dreadnoughts on
| behalf of Canada in view of the situation is better than

Ihe Best Quali'y ata Reasonable Price

What's the Matter
With the Old Watch?

It's not getting any younger
you know. Perhaps it's
time you had a new one?
Sometimes it pays much
better to put your money
in a new watch than to
have the old one repaired.
Why not come in and see
the line of watches we are
showing? There's a good
assortment at low prices,
in Gold Filled cases, which
will wear almost a life-
time.

7 Jewels. . . .
15 Jewels. . . .
17 Jewels. . . .

L. L Sharpe & Son,

JEWELERS AND OPTICIANS,

$9
I
13

he Laurier Opposition's idea of creating an independent

flot for service in Canadian waters. It promises the

greatest force where the greatest force may be needed.”
.

In a letter to the London Times Hon. W. 8. Flelding
says that in the last general elections here there was no
juestion of anybody being for or against England, This
leads the Toronto Mall and Empire to remark: “Assured-
1y there seemed to be no question on his part of being for '
| kngland, No less assuredly Mr, Taft considered the ar-
rangement to be against England.”

|

The Saskatchewan Legislature has been prorogued, '
One of the 68 measures assented to by the Governor was
one to prevent cities and towns from bonusing industries
beyond granting a free site and tax exemption for not
more than ten years,

Current Comment

A Test of Civilization,
(Kansas City Star.)

An enforceable law against child labor and against
sweat shop labor is essential to & respectable eivilization,
But it must imply a condition in whicu the children and
the mothers can live without work at least without degra-
dation, stunting work, Our civilization is at the test.
It cannot endure half slave and half free, half gorged and
half starved,

Charity Versus Justice.
(Montreal Herald.)

It is estimated that §200,000,000 was donated to char:
itable and philanthropic schemes in the United States in
the year which has just closed. This is, of course, very
admirable and praiseworthy on the part of the donors, but
does it not suggest the thought that if there had been a
little more of the “square deal” meted out last year there
would have been less necessity for these great gifte?

‘The Yellow Hope.
(Chicago Public.)

Though Interpreted at first throughout the Occident
a8 “the yellow peril,” the ominous restiessness of China,
after centuries of stagnation, seems now to be, in greater
truth, “the yellow hope.” Not a world-devouring dragon,
but & world-inspiring democrscy, is this re-birth of that
anclent people,

\

Blind Windus,
(Toronto Globe.)

FREE %ot
tract teeth by the famous
ale Method, which ia used exclu:
sively at our offices.

‘WeCharge ontya Nominal Fee 25c.

If you wear a set of artificial teeth
try our improved suction plate.
Bach dollar spent Includes &
chance for a Free Return ms to
Demerara, or cholce of $100.00 In
(old, and each 26c spent with us
gives a chance for a Free Return
Trip to New York,

BOSTON DENTAL PARLORS *Trdl"

DR. J. D. MAHER, Prop.

HEADQUARTERS FOR :
Watches, - Clocks,
Diamonds, Jewelry, .

Cut Glass, Silverware, etc

Our depleted stocks are being r;pidly

replenished.

. FERGUSON & PAGE,
Diamond Importers and Jewelers,
Kln.g' Street

BUTTERNUT BREAD
All the Time—Ever
Tey 2?2 Just Get
a Loaf and see.

Walpole’s Celebrated

RUBBER HORSE COVERS
KICKHAM & CURRIE
Corner Waterloo and Union Streets.

HAY, OATS AND MiLL FEEDS

We are now landing, ex cars, at St
John and West 8t. Joun:

Good Carleton County May.
on‘n.mmu. P. E. lsland and Ontarlo
ate,

White Middlings, Bran,
Crushed Oate, and Corn and Oats.

For a sure cure for oversieeping
these dark mornings we recommend

Big Ben

It calls you either way—steadily for five minutes, or intermittently
for ten,

B1G BEN~Polished Brass or Nickel Plated... + « » « +» « « « +..$3.00
BABY BEN—(Junlor Model) Nickel Plated... «. « «o « oo o +..83.00

Other Good Alarms We Handle are:

AMERICA . . + + s ¢ . ..80c. LOOKOUT... .00 wes w4
ALTERNATING,, ¢ «o . ..$1.356 IRONCLAD... .

T. McAVITY & SONS, LTD.,

o 00 8100
5 oee s M40

13 KING §T.

Shall be very much pleased to quote
out lowest prices, Ring us up.

A. C. SMITH & CO.

UNION 8TREKT.

West St. John, N. B.

COAL AND WOOD
Nut or Stove Hard Coal

LOOSE LEAF SUPPLIES,
LEDGERS AND SHEETS

All Sizes and Patterns at

BARNES & CO., LTD.

84 Prince Willilam Street

Landing for Self-feeders

Alsc Chestnut for Ranges and

Egg for Furnaces.

Cash with order. Prompt delivery

J. S. GIEBON & CO.

82 Charlotte Street
and No. 1 Unlon 8treet

21 King Street, St. John, N. 8.
YEARS OLD AND THE
LAST YEAR THE BEST OF

43 s

The same enterprise, eéarnestness,
ability and devotion to students’ inter.
ests which have given this college its
present standing, will be continued,
and every -effort made to be worthy
o{Nun ggcnorou- xpmrmmm enjoyed.

ext term will begin Thurs
Janvary 2nd, " -
Send for catalogue.

" S.KERR
/G Princon
Vurray & Gregory, Ltd.

DISTRIBUTING AGENT FOR

BEAVER BOARD

A Pine Wood Fibre Wall Board
vhich takes the place of lath and
plaster~~madé in panels. any sige np to
4 foet £ 10 feet,

Write for prices and samples, and
remember that we manufacture

Art Glass and Mirrors

And always have a large stock of

ALL KINDS OF GLASS

(Open Evenings.)

IN STOCK
All the Best Grades of

'STEAM, HOUSE and BLACKSMITH

~ COAL
R.P.&W. F. STARR, Ld

19 8mythe St 226 Union 8t

NUT COAL

1 have just had placed with me for
{mmediate sale, 100 tons NUT &
CHESTNOT WILKES.BARRE HARD
COAL. Cash orders solicited.

James S. McGivern, ° et
$3.50

ACADIA PICTOU NUT LANDING
“The cheapest and cleanest coal for
Kitchen purposes,

Only $3.50 per Load,

48 Eritain St Geo. Dick
Poot of Germain 8t. Phens 1116,

GUNNS

For quality in Bacons, Cooked Hams,
Smoked and Salted Meats, Pure Lard

g

A POSITION GUARANTEED

To every student who enters fo:
& course in Shortband or Book-
keeping.

GUARANTEER BACKED UP,

We do not require &' cent of the
tuition fee until our
Bareau has placed the

THE J. R. CURRIE COMMERCIAL
INSTITUTE,

88 Unien Gtreet. 'Phoness
959; Res, 2238, e

Compound,  Cooking Of
Salad Dressing, Western Beef
handled. - All government In

Phone, wire or mall your order.

GUNNS LIMITED
467 Main St - Phone Main 1670

THE KRISTY CASE

i

:

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED

OUR BALATA BELTING

BEST ON THE MARKET
MADE ENDLESS TO ORDER IN TWO DAYS

Complete Stock of all Sizes.
64 Prince William SL ‘Phone Main 1121. St John, N. B.

A CARD OF THANKS
FROM GLASGOW

E desire to thank our good friends in
Canada, patticularly in St. John and
New Brunswick, for their continued pat-
ronage durin.g the year just closing.
The Scotch Whisky bearing our name
has increased in sales phenomenally during
1912, in fact it has been our banner year.

The same high quality that has charac-
terized this Scotch in the past will be main-
tained in the future.

We cordially extend to all a
HAPPY GUID NEW YFAR

WHYTE & MACKAY

50 Wellington Street
Dec. 26. 1912, GLASGOW, SCOTLAND

l
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The Hindu fanstics who throw bombe st high British
officials in India are seeking to murder their best friends.
Were British rule overthrown the Moslem wolf would
make short work of the Hindu sheep,
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