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A CHRISTMAS THOUGHT

“For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son that
whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life.”
—John 3,16.

Out of the sordid murk of the world
flashes once every twelve months the
Christmas message bearing to toiling,
sweating millions the promise of re-
demption. Thoughts must turn for a
space to that first Christmas in Beth-
lehem of Judea, to that manger where,
swaddled against the elements, the
Christmas babe lay in fulfilment of
God's promise. Do we merit the sac-
rifice?

It is fitting that, in the midst of the
Christmas joys, we give even brief
ear to the beginnings of it all. God's
great gift to man. His only begotten
Son. For what purpose was the gift
made? Was it that we, in the fancied
security of health, position and the
glorious knowledge of the power to
create and earn should pass in thou-
ghtless complaisance our less favored
brethren? Have we not a Christmas
duty? When we lip the seasonable
greeting “A Merry Christmas” can we
do so with a clear conscience, know-
ing that no act of ours has contribut-
ed to take from the merriment of an-
other’'s time of joy? Have we, during
the preceding twelve months, done
what. we could toward the accumula-
tion of the fund of Christmas happi-
ness? For the pleasures of Christmas
are not born of a day. That was the
case in the first Christmas, but condit-
jons have changed. Now the happiest
souls in the yuletide are those who
have helped others to be happy in the
year which is drawing to a close. Fol-
ly it is for us to live self-centred, mean

lives for fifty weeks in the year and
sther two to go out of our in-

ways to spread glad good

wishes ¢h come but from the lips.

By so doing we deceive only oursel-
ves ’
There is a Christmas duty, a respon-
sibility upon all of us and as
we have ered so does that duty
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lived to ves alone, accepting
what came to equal satisfac-
tion or disapp 2 Have we
done aught to repay our obligation to
God and to humanity, to the men and|
women who lived and worked and
died that we might enjoy the com-
forts denied to them? If those dear
dead could come back and see us as

we are, would they consider they had
been justified in their efforts in our
behalf? Think it over.

Christmas is a period of joy. Also
should it be a time of abn tion, of
denial. There are so many in our
complex social system who have nev-
er known the Christmas joy in its full
fruition. Why should we cheat them
of their right? Should they not be
as happy as we? And if the buffeting
of fortune has left a brother on the
rocks of material adversity should
there not be a helping hand at this
time of all times? Thank God for the
noble men and women who band them-
selves together to do what they can to
alleviate the distress of the world.
They are paying our debt, but shall
we be content to have them pay it
always? Is not Christmas 1913 a good
time to commence the bearing of our
own burdens?

Let us open our soul windows and
let the sunshine of charity clear our
hearts and brains of the cobwebs and
dust of avarice, greed and selfishness.
Let us go out into the country, fill our
lungs with the bracing Canadian air,
look at the sunlight and the blue sky;
get ourselves in harmony with our
fellows, then go home and thank God
for life and for His gift to men.

Remember we are not alone and
that our brothers as well as we, have
the right to enjoy the Christmas
pleasures. Have we helped? Think
it over, but do not stop at the think-
ing. Let us do our share to spread
the message and to make it real. Then
when we meet our fellow men we can
wish them “ A Merry Christmas” and
it will come from the heart. It is
worth the effort.
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ILLITERACY IN NEW BRUNSWICK.

e

Why should the Province of New
Brunswick enjoy the unenviable dis-

tinction of leading all other provinces
in Cananda in the percentage of its

population which is unable to either

read or write? Surely this is a dis-
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illiteracy are as follows: New Bruns-
wick, 14.05; Alberta, 12.72; British
Columbia, 11.61; Manitoba, 13.31; Nova
Scotia, 10.34; Ontario, 6.51; Prince|a
Edward Island, 7.61; Quebec, 12.66;
Saskatchewan, 13.70.
Of the chief cities in Canada the
percentages are as follows: Montreal,
19.41; Toronto, 7.41; Winnipeg, 19.75;
Vancouver, 10.40; Ottawa, 14.21; Ham-
ilton, 8.09; Quebec, 16.82; Halifax,
12.34; London, 5.32; Calgary, 11.86; St.
John, 10.09.
A peculiar sidelight on the condi-
tion in the cities is that Montreal, the
largest and wealthiest city in Canada,
and the home of the most widely ad-
vertised educatipnal institutions, leads
all others in the proportion of its illit-
erates. Possibly this is to be expected
in the case of a city growing as rapid-
ly as Montreal, where the great influx
of immigration tends to increase the
percentage of illiteracy. But why
should St. John and New Brunswick
show as badly as they do? The last
census return estimated the popula-
tion of St. John at 42,5611; today it is
nearer 60,000, If the proportion of
illiteracy is maintained it means that
out of our population there are more
than 6,000 persons over the age of five
years unable to read or write.
In New Brunswick that percentage
rises to even higher proportions, This is
hardly understandable unless it might
be explained partially on the ground
that in New Brunswick the children
do not start school as early in life as
in some of the other provinces.
On the other hand a visit to the
schools in the province will reveal the
fact that the average age of the chil-
dren in, say the eighth standard, is
not greater than in other provinces,
which would seem to discount the
plausitility of the explanation offered.
In the provinces of the West, where
there is a larger proportion of foreign
immigration, it would not be surpris-
ing to find a considerable number of
illiterates even among adults, but the
immigration movement to this province
has been of comparatively recent or-
igin which makes the proportion of il-
literacy all the more amazing,
We have always been proud of our
school system, proud of the faci that
there are free schools, and that the
child of the poor man has equal oppor-
tunity with his better circumstanced
companion to obtain the rudiments of
education. The history of the world
has shown us that the educated nation
is the prosperous one. It would ap-
pear that if the grand old Province of
New Brunswick, now on the threshold
of an awakening, is to maintain her
place among her sisters in the Can-
adian confederacy something must be
done, and speedily, to remedy the
present condition. Give our children a
chance.
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THE BRITISH MAILS.

The British mail which arrived on
the steamer Royal George was sent
forward by a passenger special on the
Canadian Pacific Railway. When the
steamer docked, officials of both the
St. John and Halifax post offices were
in waiting, and, at the order of the
Postmaster General, a special C. P. R.
mail train was in readiness. As it
turned out such a train was not need-
ed for the mail went forward on the
passenger special and was delivered in
Montreal without delay. The fact that
the train was ready, however, is evi-
dence that the post office department
was prepared to give a fair itest to St.
John.

As a matter of fact, 8t John's big
opportunity will come when the Lusi-
tania and Mauritania, of the Cunard
Line, running to New York, are laid
off early next year. Then the British
mails will be routed by the next fast-
est steamers in the service, and this
means the Royal Liners. There will be
no reason for St. John to complain of
lack of opportunity to prove its

claims.
B

The Telegraph's Ottawa liar is on
the job again. This time he is dispos-
ing of Hon. J. D, Hazen. Yesterday’s
Telegraph informed us that the Min-
ister of Marine was to be appointed
Chief Justice of New Brunswick in
succession to Sir Frederic Barker.
While the position is an honorable
one, for which Mr. Hazen's ripe schol-
arship, legal knowledge and absolute
faipness would splendidly gualify him,
the Telegraph’s statement is entirely
without foundation. Mr, Hazen him-
self ans d such falseh at the
dinner recently given in his honor. In

. Halifax years
ccdny Homeduemdwhclnlﬂi

by his father, a Loyalist from Massa- | Tt
chusetts, and at twelve was appren-
ticed to a printer He early manifested
considerable literary abﬂny. and be
was still a youth when he became
editor and proprietor of the Nova
Scotian. One ot his first journalistic
hs was of a ring
of corrupt omch.h, which resulted In
libel luit. trom whlch Howe emerg-
ed fully vi d a8

hlmuoll In politics, secured @ municip-
al charter for Halifax, became a mem-
ber of the provincial legislature and
cabinet, was colonial agent in London
for several years, and in 1854 super-
intended the construction of the first
railway in his native province. He
was among the first to advocate a
union of the provinces, but he was ex-
cluded from the conferences in Char-
lottetown and Quebec, for reasons
which have often been criticised, and
eventually threw the weight of his in-
fluence against Confederation. He
created and inspired the secession
movement in Nova Scotls but when
it failed he entered the Dominion cab-
inet, and in 1873 he was made Lieu-
tenant Governor of Nova Scotia, but
deid soon afterward,

December 13 is the birthday of
Alexander Milton Ross, Canadian nat-
uralist, at Belleville, Ont., 1832; the
Rt. Rev. John Cragg Farthing, Bishop
of Montreal, 1861; and of John Fraser,
long Auditor General of Canada, 1852.
On this date in 1880 Sir Charles Tup-
per moved in the House that a grant
of 25,000,000 acres of land and $25,-
000,000 in cash be voted for the con-
struction of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way.
———tee

THE PASSING DAY

“PUBLIC FAST."”

One hundred and thirty-seven years
ago today the thirteenth of December
fell on a Friday, and it was observed
throughout England as a day of fast-
ing and humiliation, by order of
George III., who hoped thus to obtain
the favor of heaven in the task of
quelling the “rebels” of the North Am-
erican colonjes. '

A SERMON ON CHARITY.

Heinrich Heine, whose 114th birth-
day anniversary will be celebrated to-
day by his admirers in his native Dus-
seldorf, was a freethinking Jew, but
he once delivered a brief sermon on
charity that was more powerful than
most of those that issue from pulpits.
Baron James Rothschild, who was a
patron of men of letters, invited the
poet to a dinner, at which was serv-
ed an immensely costly wine called
“Tears of Christ.” As Heine sipped
the precious beverage, he remarked:
“So these are the famous Tears of
Christ? Small wonder that He weeps
at the sight of two wicked Jews con-
suming wine that has cost so much,
when Paris is filled with poor devils
who are starving for want of bread?”

EMINENT ARCHAEOLOGIST.

British and Danish scientists will
today pay tribute to the memory of
the eminent archaeologist, George
Stephens, who was born in Liverpool
just a century ago. For over forty
vears he was a member of the facul-
ty of the University of Copenhagen,
and made a special study of Danish
and Norwegian antiquities.

THE HUMAN PROCESSION

THE “PREX” OF HARVARD.

Dr. Abbott Lawrence Lowell, presi-
dent of Harvard University, was born
in Boston fifty-seven years ago today.
He practiced law in his native city
for many years before he joined tha
faculty of his alma mater. Like his
predecessor, “Prexy” Lowell holds de.
cided opinions regarding a number of
things. The desirability of early mar-
riage for the realization of true happi.
ness is one of the theories held by
the Crimson chief, and he can speak
from experience, since he married at
the age of twenty-two. Dr. Lowell
recently toured Europe, and was ac-
corded the highest honors by the
educational lendera o! the Old World.

A NOTED SOCIALIST

If—and topmost people this will
seem a pretty large “if"—the socia-
lists ever attain power in America,
Emil Seidel will doubtless loom large
in history as one of the pioneers of
that happy era. The former socialist
mayor of Milwaukee was born o
Ashland, Pa., forty-nine years ago to-
day. He learned wood-carving in
Germany, and returned to America to
become one of the organizers of a
union of his craft, and the founder of
the Socialist party organization in
Milwaukee. As mayor of the Wiscon.
sin metropolis he attained an inter-
pational celebrity. In the last presi-
dential election Mr. Seidel was the
Soclalis. candidate for the vice-presi-
dency, and later took the lecture plat-
form as an exponent of the Marxian
economic creed.

THE CASH REGISTER KING.

John H. Patterson, president of the
cash register “trust,” -was born on
a farm near Dayton, O., sixty-nine
years ago today. As a boy he' worked
in his father's saw mill. Later he
engaged in the coal business in Day-
ton. Twenty-eight ago he orga-
nized the cash register company which

ined a practical cont.ml of the busi.
ness in America. Last February tho

aged was

criminal violation of the nau—tmt.

law, and was sentenced to ome year
His herolc work

They M you -u over the place.
You doll yourself up like a kid of six-
You tango from morning to night;
You wear our your partners; Yyou
p and you preen—
“Do you lnk at your age, it Is
right?”
You run after boys that are just out
ool;
You trot wlth your daughter's young
Forgetting thl:n;:hlckenl may do, as
& rule,
What’s forbidden a silly old hen.
Oh, rub off the rouge of your giddy
career,
And send b;c‘k your drinks to the
The home is the sphere for a woman,

dear—
‘When the woman's as old as you
are!—Louis Untermeyer.

Madge: You seem annoyed about
something. Did you forget you were
standing under the misletoe?
Marjorfe: No, but Charlie did.

Merely Postponed.

Ted: So you didn’t manage to catch
Dolly under the misletoe?

Ned: That's all right. I'm going to
take her for a sleigh-ride tonight.

Capitalizing Profanity.
The Dlealer—This is a fine parrot,
sir,
The Preacher—Does he swear?
The Dealer—No, sir; but for a dol-
lar extra I ean give you one that
swears splendidly, sir.

Recognized the Brand.

A short time ago an Inglishman,
Scotchman and Irishman were at work
together. During the interval for din-
ner, the two former determined to play
a joke op thelr companion. There-
fore seeing his coat hanging up they
drew on it a representation of a don-
key's head.

Pat did not notice anything until the
time arrived for putting on his coat.
The first thing he saw was the carica-
ture. Then turning to the two men,
he said sadly: “Which of yez wiped
your face on my coat?”

Bent and Broken,
Hook—There goes Sweet.
bent on a summer vacation,
Cook-—And what hapens to a man
who is bent on & ‘summer vacation?
Hook—Why, it isn't long after he is
bent before he is broke.

And Also How Hard,
Bronson—80 you claim to have in-
vented a. flying machine? il
Woodson—Y a8 -

Bronson—Does o
Woodson—Yes. All Ivo got to do
pow is devise some fmeans of finding

out where it is going to li:ht.

He is

(The BestCualiy at e Reasonable Price

Diamond Rings

You who are anticipating
the purchase of a Diamond
Ring as a Christmas gift will
find it most advantageous to
make your selection at our
store. In making our selec-
tion of holiday goods we
anticipated a demand for Dia-
monds and are now offering
some particularly fine stones at
prices that make each one a
a genuine bargain.

The Diamonds are white,
brilliant and full of fire—
the characteristics that make
Diamonds most admired. You
will really be suprised at the
low prices on these Rings.

Come in this evening and
see them.

L L. Sharpe & Son,

Jewelers and Opticians
Lm KING STREET, 8T. JOHN, N.B, J

Mn Em.
“Golng to make mny m
presents this year?”
,.;You bet! It's ehomr ﬂ!u Wﬂt
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To Get Rid of Wrinkles
and Bad Complexion

(From Beauty's Mirror.)

It is more important now than d&r-
ing the period of profuse perspiration,
to keep the pores clean. All cosmetics

feres greatly with elimination of
waste materials, injuring instead of
aiding the compiixion. Ordinary
mercolized wax serves all the purpos-
es of creams, powders and rouges,
giving far better results. It actually
peels off an offensive skin, at the same
time unclogging the pores. Minute
particles of scarf skin come off day
by day, causing not the least pain or
discomfort. Gradually the healthy,
younger skin beneath peeps out, and
in less than a fortnight you have a
lovelier complexion than you ever
dreamed of acquiring. Mercolized
wax, obtainable at any drugstore, is
spread on nightly like cold cream and
washed off mornings. One ounce
usually suffices.

For removing wrinkles, without
stopping the pores with pasty stuff,
here’s a never-failing formula: 1 oz,
powdered saxolite, disolved in 1-2 pint
witch hazel. Bathe the face in this
daily for awhile; every line will van-
ish completely. Even the first appli-
cation gives surprising results. .

_GET THE HITCH

We have all kinds of Skating
Boots, but “McPHERSON'S LIGHT-
NING HITCH" always give satis-
faction.

Ask those who have used them.

Men's, Women's, Boys, and
Girls.” Skates attached freo. Mail
orders solicited,

For sale by

francs & Yaughan

19 King Street

CHRISTMAS CAKES
AND_CANDIES

Fruit Cake, Plain Cake, Pound
Cake, Scotch Cake, Mince Pies,
Mince Patties; also Chocolate
Creams, both loose and in
Dainty Boxes. Also Hard Bolled
and Cream Mixtures, : :

ROBINSON'S 5 STORES,

173 Union St.-60 Wall St.
109 & 417 Main St.---48 Celebration St

[ NIGHT CLASSES )

Open every night in the week,
during the entire year
LOW TES NOW

THE J. R. CURRIE
COMMERCIAL INSTITUTE

€7 Union Street,

For All

clog the pores. In winter this inter.|:

Christmas Gifts|

SEALED PACKETS ONE.
NEVER SOLD m nuu

Supreme Among Gems

THE DIAMOND!

of all gems, is the most lasting — most beautlful-
most widely -and universally

Popular
Think of all the pleasure and satisfaction that will follow }'
your investment in a Diamond of fine quality now! |

Come in ana see our Splendid Values and Choicest Setings.

FERGUSON & PAGE

Diamond Importers and Jewelers, KING ST,

e ‘ |

A distinctive gift for the
housewife who entertains.

‘ Nickel Plated, $5.00 to $7.50
 Copper, - $7.50 to $9.00

We also have Chafing Dish Accessories, such as
. Flagons, Trays, Servers.

o esei
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T. MCAVITY & SONS, Limited

Empire Richmond

Has but one damper—Controls both
fire and oven, \
i The kindling position mnrkd Kiny 1\
The baking position marked Baky )
g.
The position for checking fire maris
ed Check.
This is so simple mistakes are
possible.
Used only on Richmond Rangea.

PHILIP GRANNAN, 568 Main St.

Ask Your Grocer for

GUNN'S MINCE MEAT

GUNNS LIMITED, 674 Main Street

M 1670

Doors, Sashes, Mouldings,

'MIRRORS, PLATE GlASS. ART WINDOWS

MURRAY & GREGORY, lTD., - ST JOHN, N.B.
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