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od to haul it five miles down the road.
Here the car was entered, the messenger
obliged tewtiock the safe and $12 000 was
taken. - The s ffair dnused a fever of excite-
‘ment all through the coustry and the rail-
way people saw at ence that a new and
terrible war had bo.lnqnuﬂie- For
this crime the members of & fsmily named
Reno were held to be responsible, but there
wummdnmd&eugmltndtbeywe
not molested.

A few months later two beys inspired by

8 | the fire ‘of intitation, held up a train on the
1 fame read sud near the same point. They

uudAmmwmdn of California;
in which state the law covers train-wreck-
ing as wellas train vobbery, It s alse
true of vearly all the states in which trein
robbery once flourished. Not all these
states have pruscribed the death penalty
for the crime, but the robbers seem to think
they bave, "The inactivity of ¢heir breth-
¥en in the far south-western states bas dis- |
couraged them. 'In Texas, for instance,
there has been mo coup of this kind mby
of the same for more than a year, yet in |
'l’pu‘lnulhutnyuuqo.thmm
five distinct bands of robbers operating
simulsateoualy.. It is & anm to the
officers of that state that wery few of these
men are now slive. Most of them were
killed before thers was a chanocé to send
to the penitentary.

. The almest utter stoppage’ of these en-
terprises merely through the fear of publie
exccution ia a singular thing, and it be-
mmmﬁﬂ whea it is reeall-
od ‘that the men engeged in it just pre-
vious to its decline had succeeded in per-
‘fecting & means of entrande o express

. -cars and safes +gainst which all the science

and ingenuity ot builders were powerless.:
Tht wmeans was dyiiamite, spplied in large
jes where it would do the ‘most

_go0d. Cars lined with, steels, which were

good- enough sgainst vifles or shotguns,
were o bars to it, nor could any express
. measenger. bowcver ‘brave and trusted, be
Whnnﬁnuﬂlponqhn once
tat: was made that he would be
unless he opened the - doors and

on. High explosives

were taken in band by their patents, who
delivered  them te  the suthorities slong
with the $3.000 they bad stolen. “No par-
ticular punishment was given them, - This
was the eecond train vobbery. A year la-
ter three Reno brgthers, Frank, Jesse, and
Sim, aleng with & relation named Ander-
son, captured a train on the Iudisnapolis,
Madison and Jeflersonville road at Sey-
mour, which was their home. . They threw
the express messenger dut of the ear, broke
open the safe and got $135 000, with which
they fled te Canada. In that covatry, af-
ter o long chase, they were overtaken and
forced to  surrender. Long extradition
proceedings fellowed.,

Whilé these were in progress six young
fellows of Seymour orgamised & baund foT
1he purpose of robbing trifins.  They pro-
posed to go. into the business tho oughly
and on s large ecale. Their plans were
perfected to the extent: of selacting their
biding places and: means of eseape, when
they were betrayed by an ‘outside con-
federate, who was to thare in the plunder
though he had not been asked to do any ot
the work. Theystopped s trainand found
themselves face to face with & resolute
foroe of armed deputies... They were cap-
tared without trouble ‘and locked up, At
‘daybreak next morning & hundred citizens
of Seymout took them from-their cells and
hanged them ¢o a tree s mile west ofthe
town. Soon aiter this lynching the three
Renos snd Anderson were -brought back
trgm Canada. They were -lodged in the
jail at New Albany, Jad., for safe keeping,
the temper._ of the Séymonr folk making it
unbealthy for trainrobbers in 'their neigh-

boshood. ‘The évent showed that the pre-{

d | caution was: m The trouble: with

New Albany was that it was not far enough
away. A lynchiug party which bad been
formed at Seymour. for the teoqnwl of the

‘| Rovos went to New Alban;

strong, battered down the jail door and
mude’ their way to the cells’ oocupied by
the men. Hm buoml :




