(1}

Messenger < Visitor.

FHE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER,
Voruomg LXIV, }

Vol. XVIIL

United
will

The grain <rop of the
States for the
be a large one, and the Indian

The Crops in the

present
United States.
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corn crop is expected to be very far ahead of that of
last year. The following tabular statement is given
by the New York Herald in reference to the year's
crop :

Acreage of cereals
Bushels of wheat
Bushels of corn
Bushels of oats
Bushels of barley 0
Bushels of rye 30,350,800
Profits to farmers . v £2,000,000,000
Bushels of all cereals {,128,230,500
of the
Wisconsin an-
nounces to the world that she has the
crop she ever and that her

841,000,000
500,000
180,051,000
751,528,72
5O

120,900,

I'he calculation is based on an' aveérage

estimation of varioug statisticians
biggest oat

raised, corn i8 in excel-

lent condition. Indiana calls her corn crop ‘‘phen-
the

Her wheat crop, too; is much

ymenal,’' and submits figures, 170,000,000

bushels, to prove it.
better than she thought several weeks ago it would

he Nebraska declares she has forty million bushels
more corn in her fields than she ever -had before

indd [Hinols hopes to add nearly a hundred millions
to her last crop of that cereal. Ohlo makes her
wheat crop practically the same as last year's, and
tises her corn limit 15,000,000 bushels Kansas
will not raise more than half as much wheat as she

id in 190 but she makes up for this loss with a

wn crop five times. as large-~unoflicially estimated

t 100,000 000 bushels, Oklahama promises some
hing Hke y, 000,000 bushels of wheat and 38,000
w of corn.  Up in the big spring wheat country of

finnesota and the
vith a

Dakotas the harvest has begun

-vondition above ninety points, Nearly

etywhere the cory In the fields promises a heavy

p, and thed vie !-lh;\nl oats, it is sald, will exceed

e crop of Statisticians now believe the
heat crop of 1902 will exceed that of its predecess
n 18g1 by at least twenty-five million bushels.

B W. Snow, one of the best known crop experts in
thecountry, says the total for the wheat crop will
000,000 bushels. The same authority says

the corn harvest will be 2,500,000,000 bushels, or

nearly double that of a year ago. He puts the oat
rop at 885,000,000 bushels
a AR
“Ced Saia the Blis? Mr. I. N. Ford, the London
s g v o Correspondent, tells how the

crowds which thronged the route of the royal pro-
cession at the time of the Coronation sang the nation-
al anthem while they waited for the conclusion of
the services in the Abbey and the return of proces-
slon : .** The Queen could” not be well
seen from the a veritable
whirlwind of applause when they passed. Fach
was in white, the Queen having a cloak with a high
Medici collar, When the gilded glass coach disap-
peared over the top of Whitehall the spectators
settled down for what they supposed would be an
interval of an hour and a half before the triumphal
return after the coronation. It was fully three
hours before the royal liveries were seen again.
While the crowds were waiting patiently some voice
near the Abbey started the national anthem, and it
was taken up by one swarm of onlookers after an-
other, until all Whitehall rang with it. From the
top to the bottom the anthem was repeated, first on
one side, then on the other. All along the line the
soldiers flung off their helmets and joined in the
chorus, and ‘* Ged Save the King’’' was sung again
and again by the enthusiastic crowds. This was
almost as unique a tribute to the popularity of the
King, after his restoration to health, as was the
homage paid, almost simultaneously, in Westmins-
ter Abbey by the privileged witnesses of the corona-
tion.”

King and
stands, but there was
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T'hc Nonc(,'"foi‘ulﬁ‘s The British Parliament which
now stands adjourned will
sume its sittings in October,

A ! re-
and the Education

Bill. when it will take up its unfin-
ished business, most important of which |is
the Kducation Bill. There seems to be no
reason to doubt that the Government will be

able to command the numerical strength neces-

sary to force the Bill through Parliament, but
whether, in the face of strengthening opposi-
tlon and threatening disaster, Mr. Balfour -will

consider it wise to take that course, remains to be
The Nonconformists seem disposed to make
diligent use of their time and opportunities to make
influence against this highly obnoxious measure.
Leading Nonconformists, including Dr. Joseph
Parker, Principal Fairbairn, of Mansfield College,
Oxford, and Dr. Robertson Nicoll of the Zritish
IWeekly, do not hesitate to advise a refusal to pay
school rates under the Bill if its obnoxious features
shall be retained. In a late issue of the British Weekly
there appeared a three column article by Principal
Fairbalrn in which, with

seen.

his accustomed force, he
inveighs against the injustice towards Nonconform
ists and the violation of religious liberty which the
Bill involves. In the conclusion of hig article, atter
having indicated certain ways in which steps may
be taken to

ence to

Instruct and arouse the people in refer

the proposed invasion of their gights, Dr

Fairbairn says

“It s a small thing to say that | hate sectarian ani
mosities and differenzes in public life. | loathe them
with my whole soul. But here the lssues are too vital to
be ruled out by feellng. Hnglish liberty, justice, citizen
ship, progress, and religion are at stake; and where
these are concerned there must be no hesitation or balf.
heartedness. But when all these things have been done,
are our resources exhaveted? I have not been forward
in stating what seemed to me the express form our final
resistance ought to take. So much wonld depend on the
form the Bill at last might assume. But about one thing
I am absolutely clear ; we can never consent to the en-
dowment of any Church, Protestant or Catholle, Angli-
can or Presbyterian, Methodist or Congregational, out of
the rates or out of the taxes pald by the community as a
whole. Mr. Balfour surprised me by saying that the
Scotch people never objected to pay taxes or mtes levied
on account of the teaching of religion. He wasastonish-
ingly ill.informed when he made that remark. The
Scotch eduncation system is, indeed, so distinetly repre-
esntative that no one has cause to reproach it with bein,
sectarlan in character ; and I am sure I speak the mlnﬁ
of all English Nonconformists when I say that if it be
introduced into England we shall give it hearty and
complete support. But when I wasa boy Edinburgh
still had an annnity tax, or rate levied in support of the
Established elergy, and my oldest recollections are of
honorable men in prison for refusal to pay the rate, and
of goods sold at the Market Cross to meet the tax the
owners refused to pay. What citizens as honored in the
Edinburgh of that day as the Rev. John Brown, father
of the {ilustrious author of '* Rab and his Friends,”’ who
wrote in praise of his father the most inimitable frag-
ment of blography in the Euglish tongue, were then for-
ward to do, thousands of Englishmen in every district
given over to Voluntary schools will be found ready and
willing to imitate.”

SoRn 0
A Royal Gift. A graceful and generous act of
kis coronation is his gift to the nation of the royal
residence, Osborne House, in the Isle of Wight, as a
convalescent home for officers of the army and navy.
Osborne House was built as a royal residence in
1845. It will always be associated with the mem-
ory of Victoria, for the late Queen spent a good
deal of time at Osborne House and it was there she
died. The gift of the property to the nation is an-
nounced in a letter from the King to the Prime Min-
ister, which is in part as follows: ‘‘Under the will
of the King's much beloved mother the Osborne
House estate is, as Mr. Balfour is aware, the private
estate of the sovereign. Having to spend a consid-
erable part of the year in the capital of this King-
dom, and in the neighborhood at Windsor, and hav-
ing also strong home ties in the County of Norfolk,
which have existed now for nearly forty years,. the
King feels he will be unable .to make adequate use
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of Osborne House as a royal residence, and he, ac-
cordingly, has determined to offer the property in
the Isle of Wight, as a gift to the nation. As
Osborne House is sacred to the memory of the late
Queen, it is the King's wish that, with the excep-
tion of those apartments which were in the personal
occupation of Her Majesty, his people shall always
have access to the house, which must ever be asso
ciated with her beloved name. As regards the rest
of the building, the King hopes it may be devoted
to national purposes, and be converted into a con
valescent home for officers of the navy and army
whose health has been impaired in rendering service
to their country.'’

P

- . Ihe Conference of Uolonial e
T'he London Colonial . il ’
wilers In London held it final

Conlference session on the eleventh lust [
does nct  appear that much of o definite churacter
has been accomplished 1 slonial t Wt
unwilling to assume resgponnibilition in the matt
Imperial defence, belleving ¢ tiy that
of lmperial unity will he bwgt served . i 2
colonies to act freely iy att ¥
demand.  As for preferential trade w
plre, It is said that & reolut { me Kiwd o
Ing this subject was adopied £ | apiwi
that neitheér Creat Beitada sor the | wies & il
for any measure of preferentianl trnde that %
worth consldering. It (s sald that the i fe
also nnluﬂ)!n' a resolution favoring a unifor
of welghts and - mewsures throughout th
But If not much has been accomplished by the Con
ference, ita utility has been demonstrated we ar

told, since, apart from any formal action, the ( it

ial Premiers and ministers have approached cach
other In & broad and openminded way, ex
views on tarifl revision, shipping policies und miki

tary and naval defence. [t is understood that there
will be no full report of the proceedings of the
Conference, but the resolutions adopted will ‘be pub
lished in conmection with a synopsis of the proceed-
ings to be issued by the Colonial Secretary

hanging
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TS Bl Gosirits The Boer Generals—Botha, De
R b Wet, and Delarey —-arrived in
sostesd by England on Saturday, and ac
King Edward. cording to the déSpatches they

have received a very hearty welcome at the hands of
high Government, and military officials, and have
been received by the King with special marks of
consideration. On his Majesty’s invitation the
Boer Generals left London at 9.30 Sunday morning
for Cowes, the Isle of Wight, to see the King oa
board the royal yacht; ‘ Victoriaand Alpert.’ At
Southampton they were recéived on holird the Com
mander-in-Chief’s yacht * Wildfire,” and in company
with Lord Roberts and ILord Kitchener, proceeded
to visit the King on board the *' Victoria and Al-
bert.’ The visit to the King lasted a quarter of an
hour, the Generals were presented to the Queen and
the Princess Victoria, and are reported to have been
much pleased with thcir reception. The King is
sald to have spoken of the gallant and brave manner
in which the generals had fought through the long
and arduous campaign and of the consideration and
kindness with which the Boer generals had treated
the British wounded, and also to have expressed his
warm desire for their future: As no newspaper re-
presentatives were permitted to be present, the in-
cidents of the reception as given in the despatches
may not be literally matters of fact, but no doubt
the King’s reception of the Boer delegates was a
gracious one, otherwise there would have been no
reception. The main object of the visit of the Boer
Generals to Great Britain is understood to be the
collection of a fund for the families of Boers who
died in behalf of their country during the war.
They will issue a circular plainly stating the Boer
case to the British people. General DeWet has in
han.l a history of the South African war, and, it is
said, kept steadily at work upon his book during
his recent voyage. The Boer Generals are expected
at Brussels on Tuesday of this week to attend tie
funeral of their late compatriot, General lucas
Meyer, the news of whose sudden death would come
to them as a painful shock at the end of their
voyage. Awong the floral tributes sent to Rrus-
sels is sald to be a wreath from the. British
Colonial Secretary, Hon, Mr, Chamberlain,




