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ARGUMENT IN
SETTLERS’ CASE

L. G. M'PHILLIPPS
BEFORE FULL COURT

Counsel Recalls the Days of
Agitation for
Union.

—

when
con-~

An echo of the stirring days

the terms of union as to the
gtruction of a railway to the coast were
a live issue here was heard in the Su-
preme court of British Columbia this
morning, when L. G. MecPhillips, K.C,,
took up the argument for the defend-
ant in the settlers’ rights case of the
¥. & N. Railway Company Vs. Fiddiek.
The references in tne course of his
arguments embraced the terms og union
and the many orders.in eouncil and
aets passed in the early years of the
previnee, dealing with the railway pre-
posals and with the dilatoriness of the
Peminion government  in earrying . out
what was to the people of this then
isolated province the most important
eendition upon whieh they entered con-
federation.

Mr, MePhillips plunged at once into
the heart of his argument, whieh was
that the E. & N, had no ownership in
the lands, and therefore had no status
§n this case and no right of aetion. Nor
had the Deminien ever any rights to
the lands en Vancouver island until
after the act of 1884. In any event sec-
tion 11 of the Terms of Union expressly
enacted that the province should not
sel] or aliemate any further portion of
the publie lands except by pre-emption.
That seetion did not seem to point to
the railway ending on the mainland.
jand being reserved for railway pur-
poses en Vaneouver island, but the
Dominien government undertaking to
puild & railway “towards the Pacific,
to seeure eennection with the sea-
board ef British Columbla” would seem
to mean ®ome port on the west coast
of the mainland.

Hewever, assuming that the ar-
rangement applied to Vanceuver Isl_snd
end that Fsquimalt was to be the ‘end
ef the line, Mr. McPhillips argued,
the province was to have the absolute
right te grant pre-emption rights. By
order-in-counei]l of June 30, 1373, the
provineial government decided that
“for the present a bare reservation ef
twenty miles on each side between Es-
aquimalt harbor and Seymour Narrows
be made until matters were diseussed
Letween prevince and Dominion.” The
conveyanee of the land, when made,
was to be subject to the provinee's
right te grant pre-emptions. On July
25, 1878, a further erder-in-ceuncil was
made, continuing the reservation ‘‘un-
tll fair opportunity shall be afferded
the Dominion government to consider
the subjeet.’” Time passed and still
the line was net bulilt.

It esuld mot be argued Mr, McPhil-
lips eontended, that a reservatien such
as this ‘prevented the province ‘- from
giving pre-emption rights. The pre-
vince, at any moment after two years,
eould have sold the land, and certainly
it éould grant pre-emptions. The E. &
N. was net then in existence, and could
not new claim more than the Domin-
ion eeuld have elaimed then.

The land in questiom had been sur-
veyed in 1864 by the government, and
this was an indication that it was suit-
able for agricuitural purpeses. Section
24 of the act ef 1875 stated whe ceuld
pre-empt surveyed lands and sectien 29
defined oeceupation as bona fide per-
sonal residence of the homestead set-

tler, his family, or agent. Then in 1384 |

an entirely new  agreement was made

te the handing ever te the company
uilding the line from Esquimalt te
Nanaimo of the land se long reserved,
exeept as te such lands im the area as
were then held umder |erown grants,
lease, agreement for sale or  other
alienatien by the crewn.

Dealing with the Settlers’ Rights Act
of ‘1884, Mr. McPhillips held that the
title must be read as part of the act,
and cited decisions in support of this
centention. The act is| entitled: “An
aet te secure to certain pioneer set-
tlers within the Fsquimalt & Nanaimo
railway land belt their surface and
under-surface rights,” It recites that
eertain settlers who had been unable
to ' obtain title prior to the passage of
the act of 1884 and who had been evict-
ed by the railway company in 189 were
entitled te peaceable and absolute pos-
‘session of the lands oceupied by them.
“Therefere, counsel declared, the de-
fendant was entitled to his grant under
‘the statute of 1875 and that right com-
menced from the time he took pes-
sessien. He quoted several decisions
aleng this line.

DEATH OF JAMES WADDELL.

The . death eccurred at am early hour
en Tuesday of James Waddell, of 1921
Btanley avenue, after-a long iliness. The
decensed, who was 69 years of age and a
natlive of Fifeshire, Scotland, for ‘many
years carried on his trade as a profes-
‘sional  gardener. Mr. Waddell came' to
Vietoria many years ago, and some
twenty years ago went to Australia. He
remained there for 16 years, returning to
Victoeria five years ago, and residing here
up till the time of hix demise. A widow
is the only relative here left to mourn
his loss.

—The regular weekly meeting of the
Young People’s Seciety of the First
Presbyterian church was held Monday
evening in the lecture rosm of the
ehurch, Peter McHechnie, the newly-
elected . president, presided. A short
programme consisting of vecal solos
by Misses Wilson and Harkness was
rendered, after which an
address was given by Walter Walker,
who has just recently returned from a
visit to Scotland, Mr. Walker gave an
account of his trip and related inei-
dents which took place along hig route.
His trip was taken via the United
,States, and by the steamship Maure-
tania.

The gevernment of Natal has returned
‘te the use of creeseted tiez for its rail-
‘roads, after experimenting with hard
wood for tem years. The former are found
to be mere easily handled and te be zer-
vieeable on sidings after removal from
mein }ines, while hard wood ties may be
uged but once. ; g L
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OFFICERS ELECTED:

Annual Meeting of Ladies’ Ald of St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church.

The Ladies’ Aid of St. Andrew's
Presbyterian church held their annual
meeting a2t the manse Tuesday after-

noon, and, although owing to the se-
vere weather-the attendance was not
so large as had been hoped for, con-
siderable business was transacted.

Officers for 1909 were elected as fol-
lows: Presidential board, Mrs. Lati-
mer, Mrs. R. A. Brown and Mrs, Rid-
dell: secretary, Mrs, E. S. Smith;
treasurer, Mrs, Gordon; convener of
flower committee, Miss Leitch.

After discussion, it was decided to
eontinue the work of visiting hospitals,
committees for the =ame to be elected
at the next meeting. It was also de-
cided that the meetings of the society
should this year be held at the homes
of the members instead of in the
church. parlor as formerly.

After considerable diseussion, it was
declded to try the system of dividing
the city into three sections and:form-
ing the women members of St. An-
drew’s eengregation into three sec-
tional Ladies’ Aid societies, each to
carry en its work in its own way and
te report to quarterly meetings of the
whole society.

A congregational social will be held
in the ehureh parlors, under the aus-
pices of the Ladies’ Aid, during the
week following the annual meeting of
the comgregation.

A full report of the year’'s work was
submitted by the secretary, Mrs. E. S.
Bmith, whieh will be given again at
the annua] meeting of the eongrega-
tien to be held in the mear future,

This meeting elosed with -the serv-
ing of refreshments and a short time
spent in social .intercourse,

REV. FATHER VULLINGHS
IS LEAVING SAANICH

Will Go to Europe After Many
Years Labor in’ Church
Work.

e e o e

After an’' incumbency of seme sixtesn
years at Saanich, Rev. A. J. Vullinghs
is about te take leave of his parishioners
who, it is hardly necessary to state, keen-
ly regret to learn’of His contemplated ge-
parture for anotheér, ‘though more im-
pertant, field ef laber. To the old-time
residénts of Saanich especially is observ-
able the transformation which;has oceur-
red at many points, throughaut the pen-
insula. dyring the rgverend gentleman’s
leng residence . there, the more note-
worthy ef the changes” due to his in-
strumentality being theé erection of a new
chureh at ‘West 'Saani¢h and, in' its im-
mediate vieinity, a commodious school-
house with residence; and at BEast SAan-A)
ieh the econstruction. of a ehurch and’
scheol building, much of this progress |
being due to his .own' means and efforts.

In this eonnection mention may well be
made of a rare collection of trees and
shrubs from many foreign - countries
which adern-the mission-grounds fronting
the Saanich.Arm.  As is well, known, |
Father Vullinghs is an ‘enthusiast en the
subject of arboriculture, and his beauti-
ful garden has ever been a point of in-
terest to visitors from far and near.
Father Vullinghs was ever ' foremost in
prometing ail’ forms-of ‘healthful 'sport
and seeial énjoyment throughout the dis-
trict, and numerous.and generous were
his eentributions to this end, a specilic
instanes of which may be mentioned, the
purchase of 3 set{\)o,t some _ {wenty-five
musieal instruments’ for the formation of
an Indian band, the performances of
whieh helped to enliven many eelebratlos
of the late Queen’s birthday.

Father Villinghs will leave the district
with the res Tgpd. mwell-wishes of 2
host eof friends; fisdéspective of creed.
That the Indians—with whom his duties
chiefly lay—have been greatly bettered in
every sense by reason of his indefatigable
efforts for their e is g 7 ad-
mitted. and appr‘::\}zfte .'J A?ggh Itéw
weeks spent .with frients on.-the Island
and the Mainlarnd, it is Fathéy Vullinghs’
present intention to make a sojourn in
Furope, returning after’a well earned
holiday to the Coast.

TWENTY-ROUND BOXING
BOUT AT COAL CITY
Foley to Give Weight in Match
With Rod Stan-
ton.

\

Red Stanton and Jimmy Foley nave
bDeen practically matched to box a
twenty-round bout at Nanaimo in two
weeks under the banner of the Na-
naime Athletic Club.

Stanton is an Australian without any
previous reputation except what he has
made in this country. He recently won
a bout in Nanaimo, and was thought
highly ef from hig style of boxing and
his ability to absorb punishment. That
he will need this in a bout with Foley
is very possible. Foley is the same lad
who won here from Merryfield in the
twentieth round a week ago. On his
return from Nanaimo Foley will prob-
ably box again with Merryfield here.

Acting under the advice of FEddy
Burns, Foley will remain here instead
of going south to San Francisco to en-
gage in the four and six round bouts
and gain some more experience around
the northwest territory.

In the match with Stanton, Foley will
have to give the Nanaime man thead-
vantage of ten pounds in weight.

Jaimes Butler, credited with being the
amateur bantam champion of England,
is in Victoria looking for a match with
a local man. The men who handled
the Merryfield-I'oley bout may take
him' up if they can obtain an even
matched epponent for him. One of the
most promising looking bouts for him
would be against Joe Bailey, if the
newcomer shows he has elass enough.

—A series of meetings under the
auspices of the Vietoria Fruit Grow-
ers’ Association, commencing on
Thursday, January 7th, will be held in
the various fruitgrowing districts in
the ' vicinity of Victoria. The dates so
far arranged are: Gordon Head, Tem-
perance hall, Jaunuary 7thy at 8 p. m.;
Keating’'s, Temperance hall, January
8th, at 8 p. m.; Cedar Hill, Temper-

ance hall, January 11th, at 8 p, m,

THE SECHELT TRAGEDY.

Logger Was Attacked By Two Men
While on His Way H‘ame.

Vanceuver, Jan. 5.—Later information
from Sechelt regarding the tragedy at
that place is to the effect that Robie,
a logger, who died after being beaten
by two men, was attacked while on
his way home. It is reported that the
fata] fight eccurred on a floating land-
ing close to the home of the dead man.

The fight is said to have been wit-
nessed by several] people. At {ts con-
clusion the two/men alleged to be re-
sponsible for the. death of Robie left
the place, and Robie went to his cabin,
suffering from the terrible beating he
is said to have reeeived, <

Not till yesterddy morning was any-
thing further heard ef the case, and
then the dead man's wife is said to
have hailed some passers-by with the
information that her husband Wwas
dead. Investigation disclosed the fact
that the bedy was in a terrible con-
dition from the rough handling re-
ceived in the - figsht. The police have
gone up to make arrests,

COLD SNAP IS FELT
ALONG PACIFIC COAST

m—————

Victoria, in Common With
Other Points, Experiences
Disagreeable Weather.

Vietoria, in cemmon with. the rest
of the North Pacifie coast, was struek
last night by a ecold wave, Aceompany-
ing the eold was a high nerth wind,
which made the conditions much worse.
To-day, as a result of the snap, the
plumbers are busy repairing pipes,
which sufféered from the drép in tem-
perature.

The temperature, accerding te the
Meteorological office’s record, shows
that at 5 o’clock this morning the Jov/-
est point. was touched. It was then.14.5
above zero. At noon to-day, under a
bright sun, the temperature had mod-
erated somewhat, and showed 20 de-
grees above zero.. In New Westmin-
ster, at © o'clock this morning, the
thermometer showed 16 degrees above
zere.

A snewslide at Mission cut off the C.
P. R. telegraph line so that no service
was received here or in Vancouver.

Four firesealls were responded to last
night and this merning by the local fire
brigade. At 9:15 o’cloek last night eall-
ed the brigade to a Chinese restaurant
on Cormeorant street. At midnight the
brigade ' was  called te Government
sireet, where a shack belonging te Chi-
nese was found te be on fire. At 2 a.
m. & run was made to the ecerner of 8t.
John and Kingston street, where a
small fire was extinguished. The last
of the four trips was taken this mern-
ing about 8 o'cleck to the boarding
house of Mrs. Newson, 8t. Louis and
Coek streets, where a rear shed was
found on fire. The dama=e done -at
the latter was abeut 3100, but nene

'of the others was of a serious nature.

At the ‘8t. Louls and Ceok street fire
Fireman W. Dunean had one finger

frogen badly.

From Portland, Ore., a message has
been received that the blizzard extends
to Southern Oregon with snow as far
as Albany, ‘Oregon. In Portland a typi-
cal middle west storm is raging with
steady snow since meormning. At Helena,
Mont., the thermometer shows 26 be-
low zero. At Butte if is 12 below; at
St. Paul 21 above; at Tacoma a 36 mile
gale is blowing.

JUDGE’S ASSIGNMENT

T3

“"REACHES HIM LATE
Mr. Justice Martin Leaves Ex-
planatory Note for
Litigants.

(From Tuesday's Daily.)

There is another difference on be-
tween Chief Justice Hunter and Justice
Martin. In a note dated December 30th
the Chief Justicé“assigned his colleague
te hold chambers’'and court in Van-
couver from January 4th to January
29th inelusive,” Wotice of this assign-
ment only reached him yesterday
morning, January 4th, Mr. Justice
Martin says in a letter to the registrar
of the Supreme court, asking him to
natify the solicitors in some matters
lately heard. His lordship writes te ex-
plain why he cannot render judgment
at present, saying:

“Owing to the receipt enly this morn-
ing of the annexed unexpected and
dilatory assignment I shall regrettably
be unable to de so because I leave for
Vancouver to-night, and. I see no
chanee of being able to take up these
matters tfll I return.”

The cases in which judgment is re-
served are those of the Victoria West
arbitration proceedings, Cuthbert vs.
Lowe and Cunningham vys. Hockham,
small chambers_applications: and two
admiralty matters, Barber vs. Neder-
land and -Dunsmuir vs. Otter.' The two
mainland judges, Mr, Justice Clement
and Mr, Justice Morrison, are here sit-
ting in Full court, and will probably
be kept busy until the middle of the
menth.

—W. N. Kirkpatrick, general freight
agent of the C. P. R., who js at present
in the city looking over the situatien,
i= spending a .month er -two in the
west, relieving Mr. Haldane of Van-
ecouver, whe hayg goné en.a trip to
Honolulu. ' Mr, Kirkpatrick- i=s well
known in the went, where he has spent
most of his life. FHe left for the east
about four years ago, making his head-
quarters at Montreal, St. Johns and
Toronto, respectively, the latter being
the place he calls home at the present
time. ®peaking ‘of his return, Mr.
Kirkpatrick says he has been much
struck with the grewth eof Victoria
and Vaneouver since he left four years
ago. The business, toe, he thinks, has
kept pace with  the rest of the coun-
try, the increase being very marked.

WETW R

—The monthly meeting of the Mis-
sionary Study Class, will be held at
Bishop’s Close ‘on Friday afternoon, at
8 o'clock. The suybjeet for the meet-
ing is the Moslem world,

l

CANADIAN WHEAT
[N MEXICO

PRODUCT FINDS FAVOR
WHEREVER INTRODUCED

Porter Worsnop Tells of Oppor-
tunities for Trade in South-
ern Republic.

(From Wednesday’s Daily.)

Porter Worsnop, of Vancouver, form-
erly Mexican consul at that place, has
just returned from a ten week$' trip
through Mexico, where he has found the
people very anxious to do business with
British Columbia, in fact, he has done
business at every town he visited. He
has been over two sections of railway
which have just opened up for business
and finds that there are very many op-
portunities for trade in the practically
undeveloped eountry traversed by
them.

The Southern Pacific railway of Mex-
jea extension was one of the lines over
which he travelled. ‘At the time he
was there the line was built nearly to
Mazatlan, and is opening up a big field
for business. The first shipment .of
lumber from this coast to the country
contiguous.-to that railway, is being
taken down on the Lonsdale leaving
here to-day, the order being filled by
the Brunette mills as a result of Mr.
Worsnop’s visit,

Mr. Worsnop was also a guest of the
management at the opening of the new
extension of the Mexican Central line
between Manzanills and Mexico City.
This was opened by President Dias on
the 12th of December. The result of his
visit is that the first shipment of Can-
adian grain over that railway is now
being .made, and also a shipment of
lumber .whieh is going by the same
route, Both of these lines present
great epportunities td British Colum-
bia merchants.

The opportunity te send wheat came
through a partial failure of the crop
in Mexico and the consequent reduction
of the duty in order not to injure the
Mexico milling industry. Mr. Worsnop
visited a number of the mills and found
the flour of a distinctly high grade.
The trade is now almost wholly in the
hands of American firms, but the Mexi-
cana are cquite willing to deal here if
afforded the opportunity,

The opening of the railways into the
City of Mexico gives the Canadians the
epportunity they required. In central
and northern Mexico the business has
been done mostly from Kansas City
and while Mr. Worsnop was there no
less than eight representatives of firms
from thet point-ef the United States
were in ‘that district. This gives an
idea 'of the amount of business which
might be done.

All the people. to whom Mr. Worsnop
showed the !Canadian wheat -agreed
that it was batter, than any they were
in- the habit ;of getting and they are
anxious to bhuy., The wheat was from
the Calgary - distriet, all Alberta' pro-
duet, f

The new railways outside of their
trade possibilities are especially at-
tractive to, tourists. The scenery is
semething like that of the Canadian
Roekies without the snow, but the
hills and valleys are much greener. The
eountry abounds in waterfalls and near
the line are a number of volcanies, one
of whieh is active. Taking the visit as
a whole. Mr, Worsnop was especially
‘pleased with the prospects in the coun-
try. While he did not think the coun-
try a desirable one in which to live,
exeept in eertain favored locations, yet
from a trade and tourist point of view
he eonsidered it a land of great oppor-
tunities,

LARGE TIMBER TRACTS
SOLD ON WEST COAST

Hillis' Brothers Send Twelve
Cruisers to Nootka
Sound.

H. M. Hillis, representing the Hillis
Bros., timber merchants, in the Metro-
politan building, chartered the Tees on
Saturday to make the run to Nootka
Sound, West Coast, to carry 12 cruis-
ers. These.men will inspect over 120
sections before their return. Messrs.
Hillis have sold over 100 sections of
timber during the last four months,

The prospects in the lumber business
are brighter and it is expected that
within a short time the activity form-
erly prevailing will have returned.’

SUSPECTED HORSE THIEF
KILLED BY DEPUTY

Helena, Mont.,, Jan. 5.—A special
from Lewistown says that a desperate
duel has been fought in the snow of
the mouyntains north of that city be-
tween a deputy sheriff and a suspected
horse thief, in which the latter was
killed.

The names of thé participants are
Deputy Sheriff Al Morgan and John
Pflager, respectively. The deputy had
been engaged in the search several
days, coming upon his man in a seclud-
ed district.

The battle then began, terminating
in the death of the hunted man. The
deputy notified the coroner of the af- '
fair, and the latter is now en route to
hold an inguest.

—Two questions will be submitted
to the people next week under the ref-
erendum by-law. These are: “Shall
Sunday- closing of all stores be en-

UNKNOWN STEAMER ASHORE.

Philadelphia, Pa., - Jan. 6.—A tele-
gram to the Philadelphia maritime ex-
change from K Lewes, Delaware, says
that a report has been received there
that an unknown steamer is ashore
about four miles from Smith island
lifesaving station, Va., near Cape
Charles light.

RIS "

WIDOW SPRECKELS’ ALLOWANCE.

San Francisco, Cal., ‘Jan. 6.—A monthly
allowance of $4,000 was granted to Mrs.
Anna Christina Spreckels, widow of the
late Claus Spreckels, by Judge Coffey of
the probate court, yesterday. The allow-
ance is to continue pending the probate
of the will. The petition was signed by
Mrs. Spreckels and her son Rudolph, ad-
ministrator under the will. The annual
income of the estate is' given at $275,000.

'QUAKE IN CANARY ISLES.

Teneriffe, Canary Islands Jan. 6.—An
earthquake lasting twelve seconds was
felt here yesterday. It overturned furni-
ture and set bells ringing in the houses.
The people rushed into the streets in a
state of alarm, but no damage was done.

CHARTER MARKET
CONTINUES QUIET

Holidays Have Depressing - Ef-
fect on Shipping
Business.

As -a result of the holidays practi-
cally no business has been done dur-
ing the week and the market remains
unchanged, says the San Francisco
Commercial News. Following the re-
moval of the minimum grain rate for
northern loading ships are reported to
be offering at Portland at as low as
17s 6d, while exporters refuse to pay
above 15s. At these low rates there is
likely to be some chartering and a
consequent diminishing of the burden-
some supply of disengaged tonnage on
the coasit. With plenty of tramp
steamer tonnage within easy call, how-
ever, it is not likely that either grain
or lumber freights will show any im-
provement for some time to come. The
grain seasch is almost over both here
and in the north, and the foreign de-
mand for lumber is very poor. Con-
sequently if any change takes place at
all this year it will not be unti] well
along in the summer.

Coastwise freights are firm at $3.75 to
this port and $4.50 south.

Offshere fates are quoted approxi-
mately as follows: Lumber from
Puget Sound or British Columbia to
Sydney, 27s 6d@28s 3d; to Melbourne
or Adelaide, 30s; Fort Pirie, 30s@32s
6d; to Fremantle, 37s 6d; to Japan
ports (steamers), 80s. Callao, 38s 9d@
40s; direct nitrate ports, 38s 9d@40s;
Valparaiso for orders, 40s@42s 6d; 2s
€6 less to a direet port; to South Af-
(ican ports, 47s 6d, to U. K. er Con-
tinent, 48« 6d@50s; Guaymas, $5.75;
Santa Rosalia, $6.50.

Liverpool mai] advices give the fol-
lowing quotations: 19s- 63 quoted for
ritrates . Jan.-Feb. steam+ ang sail
steady at 13s 6d (o 14s'6d; time char-
ter coal from Virginia  te Panama
done at 8s 7%d; Australia paying union
rates for wheat, but chartering quiet.

—At a meeting of the Benchers of the
Law Socief held on Monday a eom-
plaint was laid against F. C. Elliott, a
barrister from the interior, by Sheriff
Handley, of Golden. The complaint was
.lookéd into but will not be finallp de-
cided upon unti] the adjourned meet-
ing later in the month,

ATLANTIC STEAMER
FOR ALASKA RUN

St. Croix, Purchased by Schu-
bach and Hamilton, to Ar--
rive in March.

P

Seattle, Wn., Jan. 6.—Announcement
was made yesterday that the steamer
St. Croix, recently purchased on the
Atlantic coast by Schubach and Ham-
ilton, has been fixed for an indefinite
period by the Alaska Coast Company
in place of the steamer Bertha. The
St. Croix will be operated by the char-
terers on the route to Valdez and other
ports on the northwestern route for at
least two months.

The St. Croix is billed to leave out
for Valdez on the first voyage on March
25th. The St. Croix, which was pur-
chased for the Nome run, leaves the
Atlantic coast for Seattle direct, and
she is expected here on March Tth.
She is a wooden steamer 240 feet in
length, 1,998 tons gross and 1,064 net.
She has triple expansion engines of
2,700 horse-power.

Her passenger accommodations are
on the upper decks. She has 95 berth
rooms, and in addition to these accom-
modations for first-class passengers
has room ‘for 200 second-class and 100
steerage passengers.

The steamer St. Croix will begin ‘her
long voyage from the Atlantic coast to
Seattle direct, on Tuesday next. This
advice was received by Albert Schu-
bach from his partner, Charles H,
Hamilton, who is in New York making
preparations for the steamer’s depart-
ure.

The St. Croix left Fall River, Mass,,
last Thursday, arriving at New York
the day following. She has been dry
docked and cleaned. -The steamer will
eoal at Norfolk, where she will take
sufficient fuel to bring her to Seattle
without touching at any port en route.
It is expected that she will make the
voyage in fifty-five days, arriving there
March Tth.

The St. Croix will not carry an ex-
ecursion party of business men te South
America, as her new owners are anx-
ious to have her in Seattle as soon as
possible,

foreed throughout the ¢ity’”’ and “Shall
the council grant a sum not exceeding |
$7,500 to the Victoria Developmefit |
and Tourist Assuciation for the yearj
1909, out of the general revenue of |
the city?”’ The poll will be held at |
845 Cormorant street between 9 a. m.
and 7 p. m. on Thursday, January 14.
Electors will show their wish by mark-
ing a cross opposite the words ‘‘aye’” or

“no” on the ballot.

—The public library returns for the
month- of December shows that there
were 4,640 books issued in the month.
For the 26 days on which books were
issued the daily average was 178. The
highest daily issue in the month was
207, while on Saturday, January 2nd,
ihe year commenced with 338, a record
number. There were during December
67 new cards issued,

1 vere sentences were handed out.

STOLE BOAT; GOES TO JAIL.
¥aneouver Magistrate Passes Sen-
tence of Two Years’ Im-

prisonment. ,

Vaneouver, Jan, 5.—In a docket of 27
cases which came up before Magistrate
Alexander yesterday morning, some se-
Jim
Mullin was convicted of having stolen
a boat from a fisherman named. J.
'Burns. Mullin’s story was that he
{ had been drinking with Burns and
| three other men at Christmas time, and
{ on the following day his three com-
panions and he had gone down to the
«lip where Mullin’s boat was kept.
There was a stove on the boat, and he
had given his eompanions some money
to go up town and buy some food. Mul-
lin in the meantime, being half drunk,
took out the sloop- for a sail. Burns
came down and saw. him going out,
and informed the police, who captured
Mullin in the First -Narrows.

The police tried in vain to find the
companions Mullin had spoken of, and
Magistrate Alexander further remark-
ed that it was a peculiar coincidence
that Mullin had taken: the boat at the
very time the tide was going out, The
theft of a boat on which a man de-
pended for a livelihood was a serious
offence, and he sentenced him to two
years with hard labor.

WOMAN LEGALLY
IS NOT A PERSON

Londen, Jan. 5.—A woman is not a
person. 8o the House of Lords, the
ultimate eourt of ~appeal in Great
Britain, decided the other day in dis-
missing the appeal of the ' woman
graduates of the Scottish .universitics
form the judgment of the Seottish
courts that they were not entitled to
a vote in the election, of those mcm-
bers of parliamant who represent rhe
universities,

Two women gradnaies, Miss Mac-
millan and Miss Simson, appeared in
‘person to argue the appeal.
missing the app=al the Lord Chancelor,
Lord Loreburn, declared that no au-
thentic and plain case of a woman giv-
ing a vote had been brought. before
them frem ancient records. The dis-
ability of women had always been tak-
en for granted. It was notorious that
this right of voting had beén confined
to men; that was the constant tradi-
tion and practice from the earliest
times down to this day.

The appellants urged that the legal
disability of wemen was removed by
the Representation of the People (Scot-
land) Aet of 1868, which, while confin-
ing te men the franchise described in
| other sections used In section 27 the
word  ‘‘persons.” Lord Loreburn,
while agreeing that ‘“persons” would
prima facie include women, held that
the smecotion limited ‘“persons” to those
who were not subject to any legal in-
capaeity. By English law, it may be
reealled here, those -classed under this
term are “aliens, idiots, lunatics (ex-
cept during luecid intervals), infants,
peers, eonvicted felons, some others—
and women.” 5

Besides, at -the time.ihe jAet.  was
‘passed women could not / graduates
of a university. If this legal disability
of women were te be remboved, conclud-
ed the Lord Changellop, it must be
done by Act of Parliy ent, but until
then he was of the opinion that wo-
men are not ‘“persons.”

This decision has brought a swarm
of indignant letters from women to
every newspaper office in the United
Kingdom. “What,’ they ask, ‘“are
we if we are not persons? Diction~
aries describe a ‘pérson’ as a ‘living,
self-conscious being, -as distinet from
an animal, thing or place.’” The riddle
is evidently too much for even news-
paper editors,

That the law in this respect stands
in need of revision in other countries
besides England is shown by the ex-
perience of a Frenchwoman who was
travelling by train from Brussels to
Paris the other day. At the Franco-
Belgian frontier station she was asked
whether she had anything to declare.
She said no, but the customs officer in
looking through her gripsack came up-
on a box three-quarters full of cigar-
ettes and said she must pay duty on
them,

She replied that the cigaretes were
for her own use and that the regula-
tions permitted fumeurs (smokers) to
take a broken box in free,

“Yes,” said the customs man, “but
the regulations apply only to fumeurs,
net to fumeuses (women smokers.)  The
fumeuse is not a person recognized by
the law."” 5

Arguing was of no avail: the official
was adamant., That was the law, and
the lady had to pay the duty.

SURVEYORS WELL
ADVANCED WITH WORK

Estimates of Cost of Grading
Island Extension Sent to
Headquarters.

Aloerni, Jan. 5.—The greatest part of
the estimates on eost of grading the
mountain section of the Alberni: exten-
sion of -the E. & N, railway line, as it
is being revised, were. made up and
sent to headquarters at the close of the
year.

It is understood that the work of re-
vising location is now far enough ad-
vanced to enable the company to call
for tenders for part of the grading at
any time, and that within a couple of
weeks the whole line will be. ready.

The trail above the right-of-way on
the other side of the summit has been
completed, and last’ week some neces-
sary work of the same sort was done
on this side of the divide.

—The death eccurred on Wednesday
at the Jubilee hospital of Ernest Cyril
Flewin, of this city,K after a long and
painful illness. Mr. Flewin was but
20 years of age and was a native of
Victoria. Recently he had been en-
gaged in prospecting in Alaska when
he was taken il and entered the hos-
pital at Ketchikan for treatment, Sub-
sequently he eame to his native ecity
to go into the Jubilee hospital, but his
complaint had taken such a firm grip
of his constitution that he passed

away on Wednesday.

In Adis- |

TROOPS FIRE ON
INDIAN MOB

RIOTOUS SCENES BETWEEN
HINDUS AND MOHAMMEDANS

British Soldiers Have to Quel
Religious Outbreak at
Titaghur.

ot

Calcutta, Jan. b5.—Religious riots
between Mohammedansg and Hindus
have taken a serious turn and have
necessitated British troops firing on the
Hindu mob. This occurred to-day atg
Titaghur.

The Hindus resumed the attacks of
the two previous days on the mosque
at Titaghur because the Mohamme-
dans had sacrificed cows. The Hindus
destroyed sacred furniture in the mos-
quwe and partially demolished the
walls. Inflamed Mohammedans gath-
ered in defense of the mosque and
were surrounded by a military cordon
which formed a barrier between the
Mohammedans and Hindu rioters, who
assaulted the soldiers in an effort to
come to close quarters with the Mo-
hammedans. The troops fired upon the
zealots, killing and wounding several.

Isolated combats between Hindus
and Mohammedans are taking place
throughout the disturbed district. The
Mohammedans from more remote
quarters are making their way to Tita-
ghur to revenge the Hindu insults to
their faith.

ENGINEER INJURED.

Losex Eye as Result of Explosion of
Dynamo on Locomotive,

Kamloops, Jan. 5.—J. Gould, C. P. R.
engineer of Revelstoke, met with a
serious accident while running his train
from Kamloops to Revelstoke, The ac«
cident happened just east of Sicamous.
While going up slight incline the
dynamo of the engine exploded and a
large piece of the iron struck him just
above the right eye with such force as
to hurl him out of his seat and on to
the tender of the engine. The fireman,
who escaped unhurt, helped him back
to the throttle, and with a handkerchief
round his head Gould managed his en-
gine till the train was brought to a
siding, where it was left to stand while
the engine hurried him to Revelstoke.
After reaching the hospital it was
found that the skull had been so badly
fractured that it was necessary to re-
move the right eye; and for twenty-
four hours after the operation the doc-
tors would not answer for his recovery,
owing to the tremendous loss of blood,
and .the nature of the fracture, which
was four inches long, and very jagged.
However, he came through the oper-
ation suecessfully.

a

THIRTY-FOUR DROWN IN

BLACK SEA DISASTER

Russian and Greek Steamers
in Collision Near
Tovorosick.

Odessa, Jan. 6.—The Russian steamer
Sviatoslav, with a crew of thirty-eight,
eame into collision near Tovorosick with
the Greek steamer Posedion to-day.
The Sviatoslav sank within three min-
utes. Four of her crew managed to get
aboard the Posedion and were saved;
Thirty-four members of the crew
were lost.

'SPLENDID PROSPECTS

AT QUEEN CHARLOTTE

e =

Well Known Mining Man Ex-
presses Opinion on the
Outlook.

Owing to a number of untrue reports
having been circulated regarding the
Eagletree and other mining properties
on Queen Charlotte islands, a repre-
sentative of the News has made care-
ful inquiries and in no case can WwWe
find wherein the mines or prospects on
Queen Charlotte islands have not fully
justified the development work done;
and where any practical judgment has
been.used, the showings are exception-
ally good, says the Queeno Charlotte
News. We are authorized to say by W.
H. Trewarthd James, managing direct-
or of the Tyee Copper Co., that the
tunnel being driven on the Eagletree
has not yet been driven far enough to
crosscut the ore and it would, there-
fore, be impossible for his company to
forecast the result until certain mat-
ters are adjusted in connection with the
agreements with the owners. Mr. Tre-
wartha James also expressed himself
freely as a friend of the mining men
and mining industries.of the islands or
district. He is greatly impressed with
the ore bodies on Queen Charlotte isl-
ands and his company will devote in-
creased attention to them next year.
His company has been at all times most
willing to assist in the development of
new properties, notwithstanding any
reports to the eontrary.

In every case which has been report-
ed of properties closing down we find
that it is on account of either exor-
bitant prices, bad management or dif-
ference between the partners, not the
fault of the mines, in fact our investi-
gation is borne out by the shipments
from the Ikeda mines and all reports
made by mining men and experts of
ability. As Mr. James laughingly said,
“TWe have no control over what the dis-
interested public may have to say re-
garding mining.” It is only those who
are investing and developing the isl-
ands as elsewhere from whom we can
expect to recelve authentic information,
and we are greatly encouraged from
what we learn from’ the officials of the
Tyee Copper Company in particular.
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