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Strike sympathizers asserted later that many ¢f the members of
= this commitee were brought to Iarrison from ne#tby towns om-a
speeial train placed at their disposal by the officials of the railroad.

Cases of Lynching l

Some resistance was met in Harrison apd a few shots were fired |
on the ecitizens’' organizations when they invaded homes. C, .|
Gregor, a striker suspected of burning bridges, was taken before the |
eommittee’s ‘“‘court.”” He declined to give information, or answer |
questions concerning other suspected men, The next day his body
was found hanging from a railroad bridge.

The citizens’ court declared it had nothing to do with thée lynch-
ing of Gregor, asserting than an armed and masked band had taken
him from the hall in which he was being held. Testimony later he-
fore a legislative investigating committee showed that Gregor was
inmocent of the speeifie bridge-burning charges against him.

The night that Gregor disappeared, a hotel owner and small- |
town capitalist, who had furnished bail for many strikers, eharged
with sabotage, was taken from his home and whipped. The night
marshal, accnsed by the commitee of being a strike sympathizer, was
flogged and order to leave town.
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Porced to Leave Homes

Armed busines§ men patrolled the town, while the citizens’
eourt became an all powerful body, sitting as judge, jury and exeeu-
tioner of its own deerces. Nearly 200 persons were forced to leave
the community ; many strikers, their wives and children, left on foot,
earrving what they eould, in their hurry to eross the mountains and
flee the section. It was return to work or get out for the most active
of the strikers.

Similar committées were formed in other towns slong the line
of  the railroad, and strikers in disfavor in these places also left,
some after being heaten.

One of the earliest cases of violence was associated with a repre-
sentative of the cigarmakers’ union, commissioned to organize the
workers in Florida cigar centres. He was most brutally treated
and driven out of the state, dying shortly thereafter because of his

injuries,
No Place to Meet
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ed in private; no German cotnsel was
allowed, a single French lawyer hav-
ing been appointed for the defence
by the French court-martial.

“I have noWw been nearly a year in
prison. I meed not tell you, who are
old campaigners, what that means: at
48 a man's powers of resistapce are
not what they are when he is younger.
Besides the physical sufferings, there
is the mental torture—the separa-
tion from wife, children and friends,
and the necessity of looking on help-
lessly at the desperate struggles of
the German working classes.

“After my father’s death, my mother
now 86 years of age, was left to face
the world alome, with my crippled
sister, who is 41 years of age, and
absolutely helpless, I askedy for =
few days’ leave to go to my father's
funeral, and to help my mother and
sister, but permission was refused
by the French authorities; although
one of my three grown-up sons of-
fered to stay in prison as hostage for
me during the days of my absence,

“There is no chance of a general
ampesty for the Rhine and Ruhr pris-
oners. The French Government has
recently made & statement to that ef-
fect, and we prisoners havé been
told so, also. France wants to keep
her hold of us, her living mortgages,
which she bhas seized. The number
of political prisoners now in our
prison is 86: they are officials of var-
jous ranks, and workers; six of them
are Labor leaders. The total number
of the Rhine and Rubr political pris-
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In the recent steel strike the men affected could not hire halls
in whick to meet, ‘and the police dispersed gatherings in the streets.
the

__The violence of the anthorities in the steel towns di
USRS 'W'hﬁ!bﬁtﬁ” ofis. “ THe Toeal eourts sustained the
_ There are many, hundreds, of other o
xes @L&iéﬂ&ﬁhw&iﬁm ¢
Virginia furnish & mass of evidenece. ;
\ No attempt is here made to defend strikers guilty of viclence
or’other erimps, hut it is asserted that if crimes are alleged, then the
procedure should be through the channels provided by the law.
The employers or the mob\h've no right to supersede the legal

tribunals, 5
Y Bad Example Infectious

A good example is contagious. A bad example is infectious. Let
those who rail at the umions and charge them with violence
on the acts of employers resorted to in an effort to defeat a strike,
lld_\rherewo..u.lde&ildnnnnnotlphnd. The gui was

not nveuted Yy the revolutionists. It was ready to their hand.

There is a better way to
aud satisfactory conditions.
denial of the right to i

promote amieable industrial relations
It will not be reached through the
organize, ‘e

oners is sald to be about 2,000,
“The Germman

{Judge whether or not it is safe to ai-

peioen L

tainly seem as if the putting of the
decree into operation had been post-
poned until the moment when it could
be used with the greatest effect, in
the hope that the last remaining spark
of freedom of opinion might thereby
be exttguished. Hence it has been
kept back until the moment of the
elections. The Government is well
aware that the Italian trade unions
always confine their activities to their
own sphere, and do not meddie with
politics. In spite of this, its fear of

real reason for its remewing with in-
creased intensity its policy of vio-
lence.

The new dedyee pruvides that all
associations and corporations, of
whatsoever nature, which derive their
revenues from workers' contributions,
and which furnish moral and mater-
fal support to workers, shall be under
the supervision of the political author-
ities of the province. This supervi-
sion may take practical shape on the
most varied and vague pretexts, as,
for instance, when the corporation is
“under suspicion” of “ab g pub-
lic confidence” when i “spends money
to the prejudice of the members” “for
other purposes tham the moral and
material support of its m gt 4
there is ground for any such suspi-
cions, the provincial authorities may
undertake a domiciliary visit; and
they may even take over full control
temporarily, - entrusting the whole
management of the Offending asso-
ciation to the state commissary. This
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end until the Commissary in charge
shall dave sent in to the provincial

situation. The authorities can then

their influencing the elections is the |

| national of which it forms a pagt La- i land Labor must work for the same
| bor will never reap from the advan- jend; for only thus will it be possible
| tages equivalent to the losses which (10 make the action taken in the in-
|it will suffer. For industry, vietowy |dividual countries sufficiently strong
| may posibly win new markets or oven { Woe,to Labor if in one country it
up mew colonial territories, so that lmns W recognize its duty. The re-
|there will be a greater demand for isull would be that all the efforts of
{¥abor, unemployment will diminish, | the workers of other lands would be
{and the wage level will be raised. But { futile. The International Federation
however high the estimate we may jof Trade Unions must & able to
place upon these advantages, they are frely upon the uniform aud simultan-
counterbalanced by the enhanced pow- | eous action of the workers of all
| er of capitalism, against which Labor | lands. Each National Federation
:will once more have to take up its | must show its sister organizations its
| fight the moment the war is over. |solidarity with them. The Labor
Other evils of war are the growth !movemenls of the wvariols countries
of militarism (an inevitable result of | must endeavor, both directly and in-
all war) and the financial and eco-!directly, to influence the foreign pol-
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cently. The LF.T.U. wad vepresented
by Secretary Sassenbach. 46 dele-
gates took part in the congress; a
proposal to admit representatives of
the Left-Wing Trade Unions and to
allow them a consultativé vote having
received omly 14 votes. After un-
animously approving the sxecutive's
report on activities, the Congress dis-
cussed the questions of taxation, thg
employers” attacks on the workers,
and the best why of combatiing them,
collective agreements, methods of or-
ganization, and changes In the rules.
Nearly all the resolutiofis were car-
ried unanimously, and the election of
the new executive was also unani-
mous.
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| SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE, 5100 PER YEAR

Forget

Every man, woman, and

Your

A R R R G

(new or remewal) at a total cost of ome dollar

Kindly send me the ‘‘Canadiun Labor Press’’ for one year from date

AL BN

I N P




