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orman Retirement On

‘West Not Voluntary

* Withdrawal Forced By Mightof British Guns
—Many Evidences of This—Ammunition
and Supplies Sacrificed in Forced Retreat

Lorndon, Mar. 15—Newspaper corre-
spoudente at British - headquarters in
France describe the operations of Wed-
nesday as having been carried out with
a heavy rain beating in the faces of the
British troops, who sometimes were un-
able to see more than a few yards,
though during occasional brief lulls in
th: storm the men ploughed doggedly
forward through the clinging mud and
their advance was hardly affected.

* The Germans are now holding a line
of about the same strength as they just
deserted and there ,according to the cor-

fresh dispositions after a German re-
treat, but far from incommoding us, this
retreat is ‘precisely what we desire.”
Assuming that the present German
movement is not a main operation, the
writer discusses other possible inten-
tions. He believes that Von  Hinden-
burg’s great strategic reserve is still im
the interior of Germany owing to the sev-
ere winter having impeded transport.
Therefore, he says, the Germans may
have been compelled to postpone their
plans, ; {
“With at least 700,000 more men in the
field than he had a year ago, the enemy
hard, provided he

ritish push up and register their guns|retdins the necessary physical and moral

i:spondents, are taking breath while the is capable of: hitting

the new targets. The British out-
posts are now before the immediate de-
fences of Bapaume and at some point:
are only a few hundred yards from
thermn.

The correspondents describe at length
the positions abundoned by the Germans
and state enthusiastically that the evacu-
ation was not voluntary but that the

_Germans were pounded out by the Brit-
ish guns. From Loupart Ridge, ‘which
was held by Prussian foot guards, it is
said that the defenders ran away leaving
intact the dugouts which the British ar-
tillery had ' spared. Explosive charges
and detonators which had been prepared
for wrecking the positions were found
by the British.

The British found villages taken much
less damaged than they had expected.
Grevillers to a great extent was not
damaged. Many houses in Mirawont
were only slightly injured. :

The Germans ‘sacrificed considerable
ammunition and suppties in their re-

treat. Some of the dugouts contained u|.

quantity of champagne and other wines
and cigars.

Speculation.

The Times’ military correspondent
commenting on the German retreat says:
“The enemy evidently wishes to fight
on clean ground where we shall have the
worst of the deal and seems to have
yrepared ‘such a on on what is
Known as the Hindenburg line, which ap-
pears to run on our front from nedr Lens
through St. Quentin and toward Lun.

Naturally it takes us sometime to make

—

eportations From

Be

montentum and provided .the allies have
not placed in the. field equivalent rein-
forcements.

“If the German leaders really believe
thelr submarine warfare will have the ef-
fect they promise their people, then the
strategic reserve may be retainéd in the
interior for a counter-offensive when the
allies attack; but if the hope placed in
the submarine war proves extrav t
then an offensive nlone can give the Ger-
mans a declsion.

“Evidence continues to peint to the
western front us the most probuble the-
ntre for the next great German effort.
We must ulso regard Italy as an exten-
sion of the French fromt and remain
alive to the chunces of changes in the
Ttalian theatre. - /All hypothesis concern-
ing the enemy’s action, however, is su-
bordinate to the initiative we may as-
sume. On this matter nothing cun be
suid.”

Yesterday’s Fighting

Paris, March 16-—East of the Oise a
surprise attack, which we made in the
region uf Moulin Sous-Toutvent, enabled
us to take prisoners,” says today’sof-
ficial statcment.

“Severnl German attacks on - snall
French posts in:the vicinity of Vingeo,
west of Navarin Farm and in the Ar-
gonne ware bro:'m up our fire. In
the region of M ~Glmm§|w
there \slas rather spl.".l artfllery fght-
ing without infant ions. \

5l“'he!:e is nnthh?; to report from the

remuinder of the front.”

el

Igium Stopped;

oo

Kaiser Orders Some Repatriated

London, March 15—~The German emperor has

tion from Belgium discontinued for the
1o Reuter's by way of Amsterdam.
_general of Belgium, as the result of a
mediately all Belgians wrongly sent to

This action was taken following a

ordered compulsory deporta-

present, according to u Berlin despatch

In addition he has directed the gpvernor-
‘thorough

investigation, to repatriate im-
Germany as unemployed. :
petition received by the emperur from 2

pu-nber of prominent Belgians representing ‘all  parties.

-
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POLICE hCOhURE;.m o

Joseph Legery, who has ore
the porl)ice mnki;tmte of late for alleged
theft of a watch, for which another had
been arrested and since discharged, was
allowed to go yesterday afternoon on
suspended sentence. He was secured
work on a farm at Lakeside and is given
a chance,

In the matter of Mamie Wallace, ar-
rested for theft of some money from
Thcmas Laite, the taking of evidence
was resumed on Wednesday afternoon.
The policeman, who made the arrest,
testified to a scramble between the two
in King square. The woman wag fur-
ther remanded and the man was nllowed
.to procced on his way- He has secured

work in a mill outside the city.

FLLOUR DOWN

Flour is the one bright spot in the
price of commodities this week and to-
day it took « drop of thirty cents a
barrel. At the first of the week, how-
ever, it took an advance of thirty cents,
so the recent drop just counteracts the

advance. Manitoba is' now selling at
$10.70 and Ontario at $10.20,

PIPE MAJOR CAMPBELL
In referring to the promotion of Alex-
under ' Campbell to the rank of pipe
major, in charge of the pipe band of the
26th  battalion, his nrame was given in-
correctly yesterday, in one instarice, as

i
b
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our troops took possession of fthe t

Petrograd has been shut off £ the
despatch is the first word received from
of Monday. The absence of the war of
and even of press despatches, for
speculation as to the situation in Russia,
regard ‘to the food shortige were
couats, . | | ‘

The official statement fhdica
front in Persia than had been prewiously

The capture of Kedmanshah, \whi
Hamadan, was reported unofficially fro
red to as Baau.probabfy is. Ban
aboyt ten miles from the Turkish borde
army defeated by the Beitish in
slan advance continues,

Aviiorous Rusefin off

330 ‘miles st of.

Pe_trograd, March 15—(|Via London)—The ‘*nks are in retreat on the Caucasian front, pursued by
the Russians, the war office announces. Kerma: shish' has been captured. :

The announcement follgws ‘‘In the direction of Sakkiz our troops, pressing the retreating Turks,
are approaching toward Banu| In the direction'of Hamadan, after an obstinate battle lasting two days,
ah. Pursuit of the Turks continues.”’

own of Kermans
! i
outside world for 8
that sousrce since /
fice. report; for the
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THE 0. 38 S
TE_ ALGINUN

German Commander Took Picture |
of American Steamship Belore
He Sest Her Down

Penzance, Mar.. 15—The submarine
which sank the Americun steamer Al-
gonquin, was the U-88. One of the
members of the crew of the Algohquin .
says he counted twenty-two men op the !
deck of the submirine and also| said '
that the submersitle mounted two [guns.

Plymouth, Muar. 15--Pictures of the |
Algonquin, showing the American) flug
fiying.ut ber stepu: and paintd on-githes
side, were taken by the Germuan|sub-
tarine commander before a mcmer of
the bombing purty froui the submers-
ible ‘hauled down.the Sturs smug S
accordin W ey o the-
sociated Preu the Algonguin’s
ofiicer, Imnk J; Yerney, of Seat
nataralized, American, who was born in
Belgium, - .

While the submarine was clocling
around the Algonquin several t.imﬁs the
German commander took snapshofs of
the ship at different angles. Itefcrring
to the hauling down of the flag, Yerney
said he did not see what the Germuns
did with it

‘The Boston Globe says that the Al-
gonquin was: formerly owmned b
Wasis Steamship Company, Limite
Pictou, N. 8.

MEETS DEATH IN |

|

Edward McNutt's Overalls
and He is Drawn in by

ing accident occurred about thr
this morning when Edward

New Burrell Johnson Iron
H~ was engaged on-the night shift and
wag putting on a belt when hi

Alexander Hamilton,
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UNCLL SAM: "apd 1'wiwaye thought untll cow {t was s man!® ‘

|

Londen Opimions) |

alls became caught and he was|drawn
in before help could reach him.

He was about forty-five years (of age
and leaves his wife and seversl chil-
dren. He was formerly ewployed as

a tarlor car conductor on the D

WALL STREET NOTE

equal to 1588 p. c. on $16,965,1

ital stock compared with

earned on same stock in 1915,
President Wilson is 'improvin

a. m. today.

Pheltx ang
Pherdinand

ment of Marine and
Fisheries, R. F.| Stu-
part, directo:

meterological ice

was
now

Synopsis—The depression which
over the Great Lakes yesterday
covers the St. Lawrence valley wit]
creasing energy. Another depressi
situated in the southwest states.
and. rain have fallen in Ontario

has been fair and moderately cold.
Ottawa Valley-—Fresh to
winds, shifting to northwest and
Some light snow today, fair and a little
colder on Friday.
Partly Fair.
Maritime—Fresh winds, south
south with snow and rain Friday;

to strong west to north winds, 4
light snowfalls or flourishes, but

by French Miaister St War
Resigaed <" Scene.in Chamber
of Deputies:”

-

ignorance of

Like modt other gt
minister of war ia
found himself i a
bni:llg unable to:

eloped '
bill' requiring that
diers op account of
again examined aid,
col;:outkm of h&
i A .
irrevocable. * After he' Jéft the
chumber he went- direetly to the war
ministry, despatched pending business
and announced  his résignution to " hijs
staff.

' The premier called on President Poin-
care at midnight and informed him of
the general's resignation. It is under-
stood the cubinet will meet today to de-
liberate what steps must be §

‘The words which aroused snger in the
Chamber of Deputies formed' the first
part of a written statement prepared in
dadvance by the general, the whole of
which be was unable to read on account
of the tumult. What he read was as fol-
'lows:

“I must admit that I at first thought
it would be preferable if this debate
did not take place. It really did not
seem opportunc ut a moment when I
had just established an organization
which answers, iu principle, at"ieist, to
most of your requirements. - e

“To begin such & discussion, T thought,
and - still: think, 1s dungerous; but if I
ugreed to ft, it was because it was rost
distasteful to. me to give the appearunce
of shunning it,. 1 believe there are things
which . wiust- not. be spoken. You will
permit mr not to follow you fito tech-
nfcal questions, becruse “even in secret
seaslon 1ny responsible opinion is that it
would expose the nutional defense to
risks.”

At this point the gemerul was Inter-
rupted. by o _tyinultuous owtbreak. Dur
ing « brief lull. .Paul Deschanel, presi-
dent of the chamber, said: “It must not
be .inferred frum certain words spoken
here, that the chamuber has not the right
to ‘discuss. in- sccret. session everything
concerning the national defense.”

Genernl Lyautey did not seem to un-
derstand what. the trouble was about.
Mc wished to gontinue the reading of his

4speech, but the uproar became louder
than ever.

He finally gave up and left
the tribune. .

JUMP FROM_ CAR T0
CATCH SCLDIER BELIEVED
BREAKING. INTO St0P

Policemen Coughlan and  Straight
made a sensational catch off a street car
last evening in Britain street when they
arrested Pte. Henry Donahue, belonging
to a unit now in the city, in the act
of making a break into Mrs. McKiller’s
grocery store at the corner of Germain

and Britain streets.

The policemen were patrolling their
bects along Britaln street about mid-
night when they became suspicious of
the actions of a mun in uniform. Watch-

tempting to make his way into the store
by the front door. Fearing lest their
appearance on the scene might frighten
him away and eventually lead to his
escape the policemen boarded a street
car and, asking the motorman to drive
slowly they jumped from the moving
car as it came opposite the store and
were successful in catching the soldier
in the act of forcing an entrance through
the front door of the shop. It is said
that a pane of glass in the door was
broken. The case will come up this
afternoon.

Jeremiah Hanley was before the court
this morning on charge of wandering
about Charlotte street last evening and
not giving a satisfactory account of him-
self. He was remanded until this af-
ternoon.

Several other prisoners charged with
drunkenness were also remanded to be

s |dealt with later, this being city court

fair, not much change in temperaty

day.. {

{ assurances that the war must lead to a

loud words:, . but . with

RE-ORGANIZATION OF

& )

Chancellor Predi¢ts Palitical
‘Changgs After War

PEAPLE 1D, WAVE MORE POWER

Sees Need of Strong Fereign Palicy
‘and Calls on All for Patriotism
«~Promises People Equal Voice
in Administration of Affairs

|
London, March 15—A palitical re-or-
ganization of the German empire after
the war involving a greater share by the
people in the conduct of imperial affairs,
wus predicted by Chancellor Von Beth-
mann-Hollweg in a speech before the
Prussian Diet, according to a Berlin de-
spatch to Reuter's by way of Amster-
dam. The chancellor opened his address
by protesting against criticism levelled
at the Reichstag by the upper house of
the Diet. Admitting that every parlia-
ment in Germany is entitled to discuss
imperial policies, he reiterated previous

pulitical reorganization and that the gov-
emment would, after the close of hos-
tilities, propose a reform of the Prussian
franchise,

“After the war,” said the chancellor,
“we shall be confronted with the most
gigantic tasks that ever comfronted a
natfon.  They will be 50 that the
entire people will have to wo
themy. A strong foreign policy : will be
necessury, for weshall:be surrounded by

4 gwe. shall pot. sueet” with
the internal
strength of the natioh: We caii only pur-
sue such a policy if the patziotism which
during the war has developed to such a
marvelous reality is  maintained and
&trengthened.” !

The chancellor went on to declare that
the maintemance of patriotism could only
be achieved by granting the people in
general equal co-operation in the admin-
istration of .the empire,

EXAGGERATED REPORTS OF
* STUATION N RUSSA

So Says Neutral Eagineer—London

Mail Gives Matter Prominence

London, Mar. 15—Although the sil-
ence in Russia is a common topic of dis-
cussion, only the Mail speculates on the
subject. This paper calls attention to
the situation conspicuously in its news
columns, recalls the troubles already re-
corded and the sudden suspension of ses-
sions of the duma and the council of em-
pire, Lo

A Stockholin .telegram quotes a prom-
inent Swedish engineer named Edstroem,
who left Petrograd on Friday, as saying
that reports of outbreaks in Russia,
which have appeured in Swedish and
other neutral papers, are much exagger-
aled. Edstroem: denies that the rail-
roads dre completely stopped and also
that there are extensive strikes. He adds
that up to the end of last week there had
been no collision between troops and civ-
ilians in connection 'with food demon-
strations. :

GERMANS PIERCE RUSSIAN
LINES BUT ARE DRIVEN OUT

Petrograd, March 16—(Via London)—
An attack on the Russian lines south-
west of Brzezany,.in Galicia, in which
the Russian positions were entered, but
afterwards restored by a counter-attack,
is announced in ‘today’s war office state-
ment.

*“Enemy airplanes dropped more than
sixty bombs on the Radzvillov station.

“Roumanian front—Scouting recon-

3

ceeding.” b

BOSTON PASTOR RESIGNS
TO GO TO THE FRONT

ing him they found that he was at-’

. Boston, Mar. 15—Rev. Ernest Guthrie,
pastor of Union Congregational church,
announced today that he had resigned

and would sail for France next month |’

to join an American ambulance corps.
His resignation was first presented sev-
eral months ago when he planned to en-
list with a Canadian regiment, but of-
ficers of the church asked him to re-
main until spring. The minister said he
would see earlier service at the front as
a member of the ambulance corps. Mr.
Guthrie, a native of New Zealand, was
pastor of a church at Burlington, Vt, for
six years before coming to this city in
1914,

The Wheat Market

Chicago, March 16—Wheat prices de-
veloped considerable strength today,
largely because of assumptions that the
railway strike outlook was less threat-
ening. Bullish crop reports from South-

to solve|:

naisance and reciprocal firing are pro-|,

Utter Failure Of
U. Boat Campaign

Vessels

At Present Rate of Destruction it Would

- Take Year to Wipe Out Half British
Mercantile Fleet,

Not Counting New

Lowmdon, Mar. 15—The Associated
Press has been placed in possession of
a review of the first six weeks of the
German unrestricted submarine cam-

g paign. The figures given are from the

board of trade reports, und the conclus-
jons are those of a hi_ghly competent au-

thority,

“The German campaign, reported to
have assumed enhanced vigor on Febru-
ary 1, must be singularly disappointing
to the Germans themselves,” says the re-
view.

“At the beginning of January, 1917,
Greuat Britain possessed approximately
8,781 vessels of 1,600 tons over. Many
others of lesser tonnage are not taken
into consideration, owing to the import-
ance of restricting the question to over-
seas traffic and ¢ , judging the re-
sults carefully and king to possible
future developments. '

“From February 1 until March 14, the
losses of British ships of more than 1,-
600 tons were approximately seventy-
cight, which number, deducted from the
total, leaves the British mercantile mar-
ine with 8,688 ships of mere than 1,600
tons after six weeks of German submar-
ine warfare.

“It should be remembered that a very
large proportion of tonnage is on the
stocks building for the British mercan-
tile marine, and:a fair percentage of the
total is being turned out monthly. , In
the total mentioned no account is taken
of ships completed or bought in neutral
countries.

Have Done Their Worst.

“During the period from February 1
to March 10 no British ships have been
in any way blockaded in harbor. Every
opportunity of carrying out their plans
has- been at the disposition of the Ger-
mans after their declaration of unre-
stricted submarine warfare. It is ex-
tremely improbable that the | German
authorities - will ever have the opportun-
jty ‘again for the following reasons:
Pirst—A large number of old tramp
steamers, slow of speed, have been sunk,
as. they afforded easy prey. s
» d—~Their efforts would be
ed fo first six-
towards: producing the most considerable
results by. careful organization and: ad-

direct-

morale of neutral nations. A careful
study of the German. methods has. heen
made by . the :British’ naval authorities,
and anti-submarine measures have been
adopted, which, as the outcome of ex-
perience, have attained a large measure
of success.

Third—The arming of merchant ves-
sels is rapidly taking place and it is cap-
able of proof that a submarine takes par-
ticular care in attacking armed vessels, a
large ‘percentage of which always es-

cape. .

Fourth—Anti-submarine dewvices are
being daily perfected, but a little time
must necessarily elapse in order that
they should receive a proper trial.

weeks of - two ‘motiths

ministration; with a view to affecting the-

Fifth—The German naval authorities
are bound to find some difficulty in re-
placing the trained personmnel, of which
they have lost a considerable portion, It
should be remembered th:: ili=re is con-
siderable difference betwe.: e cfficiney
of individual commanders, .:1d the great-
est losses have been incurred through the
action of a few submarine commanders,
who, by their skill and training stand
far above the average U-boat officers
who leave Germany on missions of de-
struction.

“The losses of the British mercantile
marine are being steadily reduced. Dur-
ing the last two weeks only twenty-nine
have been sunk as opposed to forty-cight
sunk in the first two weeks with vessels
engaged in the coastal trade whieh, con-
tinually e to German submarines,
are naturally included in-a German com-
mander’s report. .

“As regards the general situation
the submarine warfare it may be thus
summed up: It is having a more serious
effect upon FEuropean neutrals than
upon belligerent mercantile merine The
continued losses of ships will serlously
affect post bellum trade. ,

“The losses of British mercantile ves-
sels in the first six weeks represent a
percentage of 2.8, while the average daily
movement of vessels in United m
ports is 710. This figure excepts fishing
and local craft.

“If the same rate of destruction werv
to clontlnue at this average it would take
at least a year to reduce the British
mercantile marine by one-half, without
taking into consideration additional ton-
nage procured from building or pur- -
chase.” ’
FRENCH TRAFFIC
+JTTLE AFFECTED

Paris, March 15—An official state-
wment issued by the admiralty last night
says that during the week ended mid-
night on March 11, 107 merchant ships
of all nationalities above 100 tons net and
exclusive of fishing and coasting vessels,
entered French ports. In the same per-
jod two French ships of more thaa 1500
tons gross were sunk by submaripes o
mines. :

€. P. R. AND ST: JOHN
H. C. Grout, general superintendent
of the C. P. R New “Brunswick Divis-
jon, returned to the city yesterday after
an inspection trip to Brownville. When

asked regarding a report of St. John

being made the trans Atlantic summer
port of Canada for the Canadian Pacific
Ocean Service, ‘he said that the report
was- not - authentic and had been con-
cocted ‘by a. writer in Maine. ' He said
he anticipated a certain- amount of ‘traf-
fic -here -this summer in:case the facili-
ties in Montreal became taxed, but it
was a little premature for any definite
anpouncement regarding the ' sumimer
movement of steamers. ¥

s e

western Kansas tended also to stimu-
late buying. Offerings'were light. Open- |
ing quotations, which ranged from 3-8 |
off to 1-8 up, with May at 177 to 177-
5-8 and July at 152 to 152 5-8, were fol-

lowed #* swhstantial gains all around. |
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A DESPERATE CHARACTER.

Gimme somethin’ to eat or I'll_smash yer winders!

=*'‘ Westminster Gazette.” »




