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President J. A. Maharg of the Sas-
tchewan Grain Growers comes back
pvith some heat st Sir George Foster,
pvho has criticizing the western
armers for their refusal to sell their
917 wheat crop to the government om
e basis of -$1.30 a bushel for No. 1
forthern. Mr. Maharg says the ‘Bfitish
Yarmer 1s to get $1.82 for his wheat, and
he does not havé to pay out of this the
wost of a haul ranging from four hundred
1o fourteen hundred miles, The price,
therefore, guaranteed * to the British
¥heat grower, he says, is 97c better than
the price offered the Canadian grower.
e Australian crop is to be purchased
t $1.12, but this $1.12 is for “fair aver-
ge quality,” and not for the highest
Taking into account the long
cean haul $1.12 is a much better price
in Australia than $1.30 in Canada.
i President Maharg says the western
farmer is willing to raisc wheat at a
emall margin of profit to help the em-
pire,' but he wants the munition makers
and other Dégple selling to the govern-
thent to do business on the same basfs.
it ik not. fair,. he thinks, for everyome
to make money out of the war chpt
the farmer. 3
Finally we come to the difficult ques-
tion of what is likely to be the market
value of wheat a year hence, Sir George
wamed the western farmers that they
might not get $1.30 if they trust to the
caprice of the market. On the other
hand Professor Creelman is talking about
84 wheat, and the director of national
service is urging the Saskatchewan peo-
ple to produce all the wheat possible.
§ Perhaps the fairest way would be for
e government to valorize wheat to
extent of guaranteeing a minimum
price, Mr. Maharg® intimates that $1.30
4 bushel for fair average quality would
not be considered out of the way by
the western farmer. Our Canadian
grades are very high, and the western
farmers have a great deal of wheat
thrown back on their hands as feed
fvhlqh could be sold for milling purposes
if they had sample markets or free ac-
¢ess to the markets of the United States.
* The Saskatchewan grain growers are
no doubt unjust in suspecting that the
British Government never made the $1.30
offer at all, but that it was a sail thrown
to windward by ‘the Dominion Govern-
ment to head off the growing demand
from the west for free wheat. Certairiy
it sir Georswﬂ"aater thought to side-
frack the demand for free whedt by of-
fering $1.30 a bushel for No. 1 northern
he 1s not the “crafty politicilan’” that
Mr, Maharg credits him with being. The
offer was no doubt made in good faith,
but we think the western farmers may
have been justified in refusing it
. No doubt the government might comn-
mandeer all wheat at a price which
would only mean a small profit to the
grower, but # it does that it should
also commandeer a great many other
things, - out of which' at present huge
| profits are being reaped overnight. Mean-
'while the United States, having become
our ally, many of ‘the old arguments
against free wheat seem to have lost
their point. Yet the government abso-
lutely refuses even to discuss the un-
animous demand of the western people
for this concession. The result is seen
j4p the formation of a distinctly western
garty, which is likely to hold the balance
of power in the next parliament.

Leave the Buttons on the Coat.
Now that e sinking fund balance of
'abont two-thinds of a mill has providenti -
lally turned up to relieve the financial
strain et the city hall there should be less
‘ desire tg take it out of the heaith depart-
vient of the part of the board of control.
We confess that Controller Shaw's atti-
tude {s inexplcable to us in this connec-
tion. In any case, there is a great deal
of straining at gnats and swallowing
camels In the ueuml method of dealing
with the estimates. If the heads of de-
vartments canrot be trusted t¢o follow
their Instructions end cut thedr estimates
to the. bone, then the controllers would
flave a right to protest. But no afitempt
has bean made to show that the estimates
were not made up on the most penurious
hasis consistent with efficiency. Some of
the suggestions were equivalent to asking
‘he tadlor to leave the buttoms off the
=it of clothes in order to Jower the nost.
Theres is no sense whatever, after the
thaving process bas been enforced to the
lest possible extent, of asking a depart-
nent arbitrarily to redpce itw expendi-
ure by $25,000 or $50,000 or $75,000. The
ovitable result. us we have seen in
previous years, s an overdraft. In 'ad-
ditlon. we get ineffictent and consequent -
expensive service, and the morale of

the depertments is lowered,
A great deal of nonsense is taliked about
o cost of the public heaith department
the great increase over previous per-
Formerly we had no health fepart
veorthy the name, and the cost was
Now that we have a real service,
death rate weppreciably lowered
and the health of the community corres.
pondingly bLettered, those who are reliev.
o4 of doctors’ and undertakers’ bills ob-
ect to pay a percentage to the headth de-
partment for their immunity. The health
« irtment and the garbage departments
the last about which any complaint

cost should be made.
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Spanish Before German.

An excellent suggestion has been mads
% the board of cducation in the proposal
to drop German and substituts Spanish
fn ¢the schools. German has been a uss.
! language to students of sclence and
theology, Lut as a commercial language it
has not excelled French or Spanish. As
e literary fanguage it does not even rival
v}'-m!:m. Ttalan or Frenoch, In future it
Boust give place 0 Russian both a8 &

\
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assistant-secretary of the navy, and rap-
idly recruited the regiment of Rough
Riders. If he was not 'the first man to
get to Cuba, he was certainly the first
man to reach the top of San Juan HilL
True, the war was settled by a naval

engagement in Santiago Bay, but the

Rough Riders appealed toy the popular
imagination and brought some enthusi-
asm to a war into which the president
and people had entered half-heartedly.

1t may be argued that this war is too
vast for any dashing or picturesque in-
cident, and that the president and people
have gone into this war with whole-
hearted energy. None the less, it would
be a good thing for American soldiers to
be in the fight by autumn. They will
certainly attract world-wide attention
with Theodore Roosevelt at the head of
their column,

e
Why Not Tractors on Our
Farms?
A Y

Editor World: GQGovernment activity
in the matter of greater production in
Canada this year is attracting general
attention, The co-o sgion of the
business interests with the farmers is
much to be desired, and while there
will be. many disappointments on both
sides, much can come out of it.
But there is another way, it seems
to me, that moré satisfactory results
could be secured if volume of produc-
tion is the opject. It does seem in-
congruous to see some enthus-
jastic souls laboring - away - on
a poor city back yard with
a few potatoes or beans, when

and cities are lylng idle, and many
more flelds in every township that are
remaining in grass lands, all for the
want of labor and machinery.

The factories of the United States
haye been busy for the past year,
turning out farm tractors of the light
type for use on the farms of Great
Britain and France., These are being
pressed into service night and day.
To show how big this business has
been, one has only to read that over
70. tractors went down in one torpe-
doed vessel, en route to Europe, this
winter.

Now, if the old farms of Europe can
become productive by the wuse  of
tractors, why would it not be equally
patriotic for the governmernt of On-
tario to try it out here?

By rounding up the various manu-
facturers’ suppli®s, and by using those
tractors already owned by farmers on
Ontario farms, a sufficient number
could be secured. Start these out
with two capable men to the town-
ships where labor is scarcest, and
where conditions for their operation
are suitablee Run them day and
night shifts. - Allow the farmers to
engage the services of these machines
at a reasonable fee. These tractors
can plow as much as half a dozen
teams, and carry a harrow at the same
time. The farmer himself can easily
get the seed drill into commission,
Seed difficulties could “be flnanced
thru the district representatives and
co-operative societies, as they are do-
ingin France, and many unproductive
areas brought into use this season.
Those tractors already owned by
farmers could be operated day and
night, for the owner first, and then on
other farms under government man-
agemerit, either By purchase or com-
pensation,

There are hundreds of acres of
grass lands lying idle near our towns
and cities, There is no farmer on, 100
acres or more, who is not allowing
some portion of his farm to lie in
grass that would be under cultication
if labor_ could be had. By the use of
500 tractors scattered over Ontario,
fully 50,000 acres of this land could
be put under crop during the season,
This would add a greater total of ex-
tra cereal production this year than
by any other means.

Added to that, the tractors could
he employed in getting corn, potato
and root land into shape. There will
be a tendency, owing to the help
shortage, for farmers to reduce corn
acreages, with a consequent short-
age of ensilage next fall. A big corn
crop means more butter, cheese and
milk all next winter., In fact, the
whole scheme is of so practical a na-
ture, that the agricultural department
would be justified in putting a live
general on the job at once, who would
assemble these tractors, secure the
men and survey the fleld with the aid
of the present country agents, within
the next week. Impossibilities can be
done, as was demonstrated at Valcar-
tier. Some man can surely be secured
now to mobilize these machines and
to direct operations to such a wor-
thy end. What British agriculture and
French faurming can do, can be done
in Ontario. F. M. Chapman,

Editor The Farmers' Magazine.

Toronto, April 12, 1917,

UNCLAIMED GOODS SALE.
At the semi-annual sale
claimed goods at the customs house
vesterday morning, a large case of
women’'s headgear was unsold, . not
enough being bid to pay the duty. A
case of doctor's glasses brought $9,
and two bags of salt were sold for
$3.50, while a case of pills fetched
$8. The highest price paid was $71
for a box of tools.

JUDGMENT RESERVED.

of un-

In the non-jury county court yes-
terday before Judge Coatsworth, Ar-
thur E. Stephens sued Wilson Pat-
terson, of ghe Patterson Land Com-
pany, for $119 garage charges. Pat-
terson counter-claimed for $154, al-
leged to be .$48 for motor tire and

no=

e
$15. per day. Judge Coatsworth rs-

perved judgment.

whole farms adjacent to our towns |

for 15 days’ use of his car at|

sides of EDDY'S T
. double s
the price of one.

MORE. ABOUT GERMAN DUPLICITY
IN CANADIAN NICKEL.

The World's reproduction yesterday of
the graphic chart published by the trade
commission of the United States to show
how Germany controlled the metal sup-
ply of the world opened the eyes of many
Canadians to the fact that the nickel
mines at Sudbury comtrolled by the In-
ternationnl Nickel Co. arp really owned
by the Krupps and the German Gov-
ernment; and if a lot of the stock is held
in Anerican and Canadian the
bulk and control of it is held by trustees
for Germany. i #

It has taken a long while to get out this
fact, and if it had not been for this un-
prejudiced publication it might have re-
mained covered up until after the war,
It has certainly been covered up in Can-
afa so faf, altho the facts are at last
coming out. The Worl wiil be surprised
if any Canadian politician hereafter will
undertake to show that the representa-
tives of Germany and the German Metal
Trust have not had seling control of the
output of the nickel mines of the Canada
Copper Co. (International Nickel Co.).

« o 0

Hven The Mail of yesterday had to
comment cn the speech of Sir Robert
Borden at Edinburgh the day before,
wherein he stated that the Germans knew
more about the resources of Canada than
did British people. The Mail then goes
on to say: “Austrble also affords a
striking instance, more than Canada, of
Germran penetration.” The World very
much doubts if The Mail’s statement is
quite in line with the facts. It is true
that the Germans “penetrated”’ Australia
ané got command of her metal output,
tut es soon,as Australia discovered the
fact It ccnfiscated the German proper-
ties, stopped the German ‘‘pemetration’
and put the Germans out of business. In
Canada -the Germans penetrated our
nickel flelds at Sudbury, and are still in
possession of them; end while charges
have been made toth in parlfament and
press that the Germans reaily controlled
our nickel mines, they have been allow-
ed to kegp in possession, and have even
been defended in parifament and the leg-
islature, and the pretence that the
ownership was American allowed to pass
current,

B . .

The World does not. think the Cana-
dian Government, (n view of the revela-
tions made ‘by the American commerce

" SAVE
SAFELY

Having decided to spend leas than you
earn and to save the surplus, the next
step 'is to deposit the surplus in a strong,
safe financial institution, where it will
be absolutely safe and earn a fair rate
of interest. This should be done regu-
jarly and systematically, Whatever you
can spare from your weekiy or monthly
income, i only a dollar, ¢hould be im-
mediately deposited to your credit. Open
an ‘sccount now-—one dollar will do #t
—and add to it at regular intervals. Sav-
ing wifl thus become a habit, and your
surpius will be safe and growing. Thres
and One-Half Per Cent. Interest willi be
credited to the aceount twice each year,

Canada Permanent
Mortgage Corporation

Pald-up Capital ....... $ 6,000,000.00
Reserve Fund .. 5,000,000.00
Investments ceeree. .. 32,964,782.81

Toronto Street, Toronto
ESTABLISHED 1854

comiission and the tel-tale evidence of
the graphic chart, can refuse any longer
to interveme and say what the facts are,
even if it bas to send agents to Wash-
ington for that purpose. ' No one in the
United Statées but believes that Ger-
many contols our nickel mines in the in-
terest of ‘German munition plants. And
yet the very men who were kicked out
of Australia a8 Germgn agents for Aus-
tralian zinc and other metals are aliow-
ed to act as agents by the Camadian
Government for the sale of nigkel refined
in the United States !
. 5 »
The World belfeves that Hon. Wallace
Nesbift, the representative of the In-
ternational Nickel Co, canmot but know
that foreign comtrol owteide of Ameri-
cans are at the bottom of that outfit;
and that when he wade representations
to the Canadian governments that the
control was in Airerica he had a poor
case. The British Government and Lord
Robent Cecil know who are the real own-
ers of International Nickel, and that is
why they finst refused to renew its con~
tract . for nickel for more than a year,
made a large loan to a Canadian com-
pany, gave them e contract for ten years;
and why Lord Robert Cecil recentiy com-~
plained to the Canadian Govermment that
the last shipment of the Deutschland
came undoubtedly from the product of
Canedian mines. And every man en-
gaged in the metal business, whether in
the United States, Germany or England
for that matter, kmows that the nickel is
handled for the benefit of Germany, tho
they gave nickel to England, because they
couwld not help i,
. * L
The ,Worid stefed yesterday that un--
doubtedly evidence of German ownership
of our nickel mines could be got in the
United States. To show how repidly the
Americans are preparing to get rid of
Germah inflverce in stocks and securi-
ties the foliowing desputch in last night's
paper will {llustirate:
New Yor -
et Fo Pt e
wolution o
benolthem::m:emt;tmmbyi
pa. Friday to the governors e mem-
orandum of securnities and money be-
lorging to alien epemies in their o
sesgion. It was learned that the -?Sx:
exchunge govesnors took this action at
the request of the federal authorities,
Members of the

5 o

governors

interests in Ger-
many and the countries allied with

her,

For the most part

tion that a setate of war existed be-

tween the United States and Germany.
.

If Canadian officials had been as quick
in action as the United States, they would
have ‘known in a very few days who the
real owners of International Nickel were,
and for whom 80 many ghares in that
company were held in trast in New York.
We have got to have some other word
for the ownership of International Nickel
than that of Hon. Wallace Nesbitt, who
has been continuously now <fer years
the representative of International Nickel,
and who has been more than. active in
the politics of this country, and in mak-
ing .representation to the governments,
both in Toronto and at Ottawa, and es-
pecially making representation as to the
integrity of those who were exploiting
our nickel fields. So far he has only suc-
ceeded in putting Hon. Frank Cochrane
in a doubtful position, and also the Gov-
ernment of Ontario 2nd a number of min-
isters at Ottawa who have accepted his
statements as to the ownership of Inter-
national Nickel. Mr. Nesbitt will not be
‘able to convince the government of the
United States that the statements he has
made here in Canada about Thternational
Nickel can be accepted after the investi-

gation of the German Meta] Trust carried
on by the National Commerce Commis-
sion, If the Canadian Government want

m

to clear the matter up, it should go to
‘Wash! 3 - and make an investiga-
tion, and yend to England for all the
facts that are to be got there. :

* % & % ‘

Only the other day the ‘commission
that was appointed to get rid of German
influence in the banking business of Len-
don was able to report that tliey had
cleared out the pest at last; but it ‘has
not been cleared out In Cmay as yet,
and it is high time that this’ happened.
And, if it is true, as we believe it is true,
that the Germans control International
Nickel, then the whole of |the . mines
should be confiscated, as far as German
influence is concerned, the American and
Canadian shareholders paid off on rea-
sonable terms, and . the mines taken over
by the state for the benefit of the empire.
And then Canada would be ‘able to con<
trol the nickel market of the world, and
not Gérmany ecountrol Canadian nickel,

which practically supplies the markets of
the world.

To the question, how
energy, on the
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A surprising thing in this whole nick®)
situation is the absolute silence of the
bulk of the Canadian newspaper press,
whether Liberal or Conservative. The
Globe will not open its mouth in regard
to International Nickel, altho it talks of
the armament trust which dominates the
world, and certainly dominates Canadian

greater resu or church
Get ths men of the chureh
ed in planting and :
ete. They will find it more
than bowling

Vertoiba on Carso. 2
Rome, April 12—The following offi-
cial statement was issued today by

the Italian army headqiarters: in war time

nickel. Nickel is the one metal which
makes the armament trust possible, more
than any other metal; and yet one would
think that The Globe, for political pur-
poses, would be anxious to have the truth
come out, But, for some reason, The
Globe has been an apologist for the Inter-
national Nickel Co. for a great many
years now; and the same thing is true of
The Toronto Star. And one would ‘al-
most think that these two organs were
apologists for Hon. Wallace Nesbitt, just
as The Montreal Gazette might be simi-
larly described, and the Hamilton papers;
in fact, “five city papers” in Toronto are
dumb about nickel, and not one of them
up to yesterday had even heard of the
Commerce Commission report, and about
Mertons, and about International Nickel

“Artillery action has been normal
along the whole front. Last night,
after violent artillery and trench mor-
tar preparations, the enemy succeed-
ed momentarily in entering one of our
advanced trenches to the east of Ver-
toiba, but he was immediately driven
off on the arrival of our supports.
The enemy left in. our hands a few
prisoners and some materials.”
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