
/////
^a^ M'

1

INFORMATION FOR THE PEOPLE-

•

THE DESPATCHES.
Mr. G. R. Toung's Speech.

FThe following Speech was delivered by Mr. G. R. You"g,

Assembly, on the 15th February, 1845 :J

in the House of

Mr. G. R. Foanprose, and said:— I have listened, Mr.]

Chairmiin. with the utmost patience, to I'.ie address of the

Hon. Member for the County of Colcliester; and am forced

to confess, that bis whole lino of argument appears to me

innomprehensitile. First, argued the Hon. gentleman,

Lord Sydenham did not grant to this Province the Bcspon-

aible System, in its plenitude and vi<!onr. Next, that the

distinctions of Party were liere unltnown; and, of course,

that Parties did not exist. And after maintaining these

two strange and anomalous positions, he wound up by as

serting that the present Administration were actually work

ing out the Responsible System. We had, therefore, accord

injt to his argument, a system and no-sy^tem : we had tht

H H of Responsibility, although the Responsible System

hi ' not been yielded to us; and again, in opposition to

the Hon. gentleman. Lord Stanley had declared that Re

•ponsible Government was synonymous with Party Go-

vernment—and, that wiihout Party, Uesponsibility could

not exist. I leave the Hon. gentleman to reconcile these

•trang- and conflicting positions; and proceed to ask the

«ttentiot) of the Committee to the real points which

have been submitted fnv consideration.

And Brst, let me here remark, that we come to the dis-

oussion of these Constitutional questions, in very different

temper, and under a different aspect of things, than they

were approached in last Session, When the House then

met, whatever opinions were entertained by Members of the

Oppasitiun upon the Constitutional virtue of Party Govt,,

all were willing to yield what was then called an abstract

opinion ; and to give their support to a Coalitinn—provid-

et -t were constructed upon fair and equal terms. The

Leaders, upon both sides, wpre disposed to extend to each

other the language of courteous observance. A« for the

Lieutenant Governor, ha was surrounded by every guard

which the Constitution confers; and treated with the sacred

respect due to the Representative of Her Gracious Majes-

\y to long as the Prerogative is exercised for its necessary

lod useful functions. How different, sir, the circumstanees

iwl Party Government, then denounced and proscribed,

now openly -dfooated by the Opposition, and even the

jpporters of tho Government admit, that it is not only

Indispensable, but benefieiaU Fierce—tye, inde'-ent Ian-

said, that all our past changes have produced lio fruit*

comparable to those of the good old limet-that the errors

.nd foibles of the Liberal Party w.re wr,lt«i "P"" «h?

,.ill tops, a, clear as a sun beam. The Hon. and Ie.rne4

Member for Hants has tauntingly spoken of the different

names, and, as he said, the different and .rrecoiwile.ble coo-

"tructions, given to what i. calted Responsible Government.

I
In hi, critic.sm upon the Hon. 8|'«»''" V''"''''' '*

'J;'

Toronto Dinner, be would not venture to decide whether

> could he compared to a virgin or a harlot, b'ush.ng

bride or an old worn out hag ; -nd a now PO"*'"" h'*

been taken-that we had not in this Province, ««»«« «ould i«A

have, the Responsibility conferred on Canada, and reduced

here to practical operation. I mean, Mr. Chairipan. -
ere to praciio«> opei..•"•• • •_- ; . .L,—

» Member of the Opposiiion. to inquire to.tley wft^lgT

those assertions are true or f.lse-to state to. Priaei#^

which we ar. ready to defend-to lay down our Con.tlta-

.ionai positions—o c.k the most scrupulous enquiry i for

if the principles themselves will not bear the moat '\e^»»

and searching examination, the Country have • "B« *»

,ay that wo are seeking their support for that which to

aot tangihle-for that "vhich is delusive, .

Sir, there are here three questions before t Cc>n«»»t-

tee-fir.it, were the ex-Councillors justified in refusing the

offers made of returning to the Conneil in February ud
July ' second, can the Government defend themcelves upoo

.ound principles of Constitutional law. for "'"•'n'^**

thev have done, in their incomplete and conJ»»s«|.

ly weak position? and third, has their policy durtng

the past vear, confirmed the pledges which they made,

and followed out that attractive but delusive theory wp^
euliarly their own, 'f,fdoivgju,ti>x(oallpart,e$?J»hM

treat these three questions in order ; and as to the Brrt.

let me say, that I am prepared to defend the conduct of

the ei Councillorc in rejecting the offer in February, upon

four grounds: The Government party proposed to receiT*

the three ex Councillors back, with the addition of a mM».

her from the Catholic body, giving four seats to our |W«<f

.

„oA retaining f«* to the Conservatives. They were justi-

fied in rejecting it, because Mr Almon was to remain; Md
if after ri ring ow aeco«»<of his being noroinat/d, they

had then gone back, their reputiition would have been for-

indispensable, out oenenciai. rierce—»j», iiiii»'«i.» -.- 'j'" "j .. „„Mi«mM But it is aoDarent. from the

puag'e, is cast from one aide of the House to the ..her ;
ever damned

JJPg*;-
"^ ,She intTded for th. .,-

„nd a. for the Lieutenant G.vernor-ala.l how <^»«" '-T°*^T;'^,7,,,,„'
, ,uat they could not have gone back

the sanctity of hi, position ha. bee. broken down^^^^^^^^^ssnciiiy oi iii» pv».».wM »-• «* w , -.- . ^

j

itend, entirely by the indiseretior; of those whose duty itl

___* to shield and defend 't. Who, sir, is to blame for this

Angular and lamentatle change? I admit that I approach

titit question under impressions of a grave and anxious

*»»}>,-flsibilitv—that the tone of thought is sober ; and yet

my feelings ire indignant. Sir, opinions have been inoau

j»ly broached, and assertions made i> this Debate—

S«.h, if tmc;' renders all our past struggle* a vain and

with the cordial support of their party, because a portum

of them bad no confidence in the hon Mr Stewart a* a pub-

lic man, and refused to give their sanction to any Counetl

iif which he war to be a member. But considering ih«

state of public feeling, and the balance of the two particA

in the House, they did not consider that a Council mo mb
Mructed. was a fair representation of their influence. On*

hon Member, in tbecoursa of this delate, has taunlinglr
.... _ -.:.. ^m. HMwfta* KA^*aii«4i ora fln runtSch, if tr«e; render, all

»"'
f"» •''7«'" "

.'f'"
'

l^id ^arw. a « an uogrMb party, because w. dout
ttdowy dreate. M^ Hon. Colleague froi« Piotou hasllttid, that w« are an ungrasiuu. |i j,
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