
CHOICE OF SKED.

This «ubj..ct can hardly he treated satisfactorily at this .ta^- it 7" hav« ^o be

.averted to for a n,inute when we tn-at of the care to l.e g.veu to the plantations, and

particularly to those plants intended to produce seed.
.
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In the matter of s«k1. the grower should deal only w.th safe and -"'Pf-^ 7^^^^
should only use seed in which the germinative power has Ken fully preserved, and,

lastly, in order to be certain of thus final point, should t.st the ^^^-
^

In order to do this, he can place a certain number of so.ds
^"•^••^•'"J,"" J^f^^

blottinK palmer, slightly moisten the whole, and place it in a fairly warm part of the

hous'wheL the temperature vario. but little (near a li.arth) and
^-P

Jlie --^^^^^

np by adding several drops of lukewarm water from time o tunc. From the show

ing of sprouted seeds at the end of six or eight days, sometimes ten days and tokmg

in?o account the temperature and the degree of moieture, he will be able to reckon the

iwpfiil return from the purchased seed. ,

TheS of the tobacco plant preserves its vitality for a ong time C*^^ y-"
^J

more) and it is no more difficult to supply good young seed than to use that which

hasten four or five years in stock. The variety produc.d by
»»-/[---J ;-„^^t

developed in every way, he can place it to greater advantage
^'^^.^'""Jfi/^^X

can follow the cultivation more closely with a view to making a profit, if he is an oh

server of the lessons taught by former years. Seed germinates the more quickly the

younger it is.

Sood mav b*' scjwii iscrtniiiiitcil or dry.

The rwins of ,lrv ^..,1 in lu,lf-w.nn lonin. 1 ..1, ou,bt t,. M tb. p ..,. lor tr.n.s-

plauting hi forty to forty-five day.. Ifene,. this .needling will .seem preferable to that

ancfl f om swollen .r ge„ni„a...d seed. Dry s«<d will iH-.e.r r..>s. .be period o

intense cold which prevails about the beginning of the -**'"^"'V;* ^^j^'^^ Sng
his very little to fear from frost, niwl ean await the .l.velopinent of besU m the forcing

1 n^ase the fermentation of .be layer of nnnnire should no. be
-f^'^'fy^^'^J,

We advise Canadian growers to devote a more ..r le.s in.portnnt portion of tbeir seed

Xt to t"s method of'sowing, and we should be glad to know .he "-ts which 1
pro

duces in the country. (1. is wvll unders.o,.,! Hn,. b.lt-vvann ior.Mng bed., '•".I-lde ot

dev^b^ng an increase of temiH-ra.ure r.f 70 to SO .legrees in the atmosphere in wh ch

young plants are growing, and .hat notwi.h-.andin, what the outside temperature

"'^'r;h"uldrnoted in passin. ,ba, ,be .emperature st favourable for the ger^

niination of the seed and the .-owtb in s..d plo.s, is abont SO to s.. degrees, dry seed

.•an stand a temperature of 110 degre(>s.
, r tu^ ™rr>«,tl.

The sowing of sprouted or .swollen se.d ba.< .be advantage of forcing the growth

of the plant in the forcing bed, and of thus making a very appreciable gain in time.

Oneshould, however, always avoi.l the exaggera.e.l gernuuation whu.h is practiced

in some parts of Canada; on good forcing beds the sc..l looks like a If 1« -h'te dot.

o onrswol en. grows vei^ rapidly, and one does not risk hurting too-developed seeds

in hfeo^r e of the unavoidable blows, which i, produces at the moment of sowing^

Moreover there is a seriou.s ineonvenienee in .xhaust.ng the feeble resources of the

seed Se it can be in the so,l. wl,i..b ,M,..h, w, nourish :u,d develop the yonng plau*

to which it will give birth.

GEBMINATIOV.

Germination of seed can Ik. easily obtained by inclosing it in .•! poeHt of thick

woollen material soaked in tepid wator. drained, and kept in a part of the hous^ Vhere

Ihe temperature is about 80 <leg«^s and as equable its possible. It is very easy to ex-

amined seed bv opening .be poeke., fro„, time to tinu . In other eases the seed can

Cmingted with n,o lid ga.h.red from the hollows of trees and whu-b is .h.n sown w.th


