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Examine yourselves ihen, before this subject is

iorgotten. Consider of what sort your religion is.

Try it by the marks I have just set before you. I

have endeavoured to make them as broad and gene-
ral as I can, for fear of causing any heart to be sad
that God has not made sad. If you know anything
of them, though it be but a little, I am thankful, and
entreat you to go forward. But if you know noth-
ing of them in your own experience, let me say in

all affection, I stand in doubt of you. I tremble for

your soul.

1. And now before I conclude, let me put a home
question to every one who reads this paper. It shall

be short and plain, but it is all-important, " Are you
forgiven ?"

I have told you all I can about forgiveness. Your
need of forgiveness,—^^the way of forgiveness,—the
encouragement to seek forgiveness,—the marks of
having found it,—all have been placed before you.
Bring the whole subject to bear upon your own heart,

and ask yourself, " Am I forgiven ? Either I am,
or I am not. Which of the two is it ?"

You believe perhaps, there is forgiveness of sins.

You believe that Christ died for sinners, and that

He offers a pardon to the most ungodly. But aie
you forgiven yourself? Have you yourself laid hold
on Christ by faith, and found peace through His
blood ? What profit is there to you in forgiveness,

except you get the benefit of it ? What does it profit

the shipwrecked sailor, that the life-boat is alongside,

if he sticks by the wreck, and does not jump in and
escape ? What does it avail the sick man, that the
doctor offers him a medicine, if he only looks at it

and does not swallow it down ? Except you lay
hold for your own soul, you will be as surely lost, as
if there was no forgiveness at all.

Reader, if ever your sins are to be forgiven, it

must be now,—now in this life, if ever in the life to

come,—now in this world, if they are to be found
blotted out when Jesus comes again. There must
be actual business between you and Christ. Your

,
sms must be laid on Him, by faith. His righteousness


