
A SERMON.

I

1 €or. XV, •'5:i"''Tlii» mortal inuwt put on iiii-

iiiortalitj."

Rkflkction on the animul powers of man, anil on the termina-

tion of that state called Dkath, simply tvs matter of fact, is accompa-

nied with considerations sullicient to excite our most eager curiosity,

yet at the same time to deprive that curiosity of its characteristic vani-

ty, and to give to it a seriousness, a tenderness, and circumspection,^

becoming the dithculty, the interest and importance of the subject. I»

death hai)pencd only to a few individuals, at long and stated intervals

—

or only in a particular country, to a single class of beings—it would

not even thus be to them al tor of concern. It would awaken

intense anxiety, deep and \, . athy, in the bosom of all their

fellow creatures. Wc sho, hat could be the nature, the

extent, and the cause of thos. truggles with which lif(.' gen-

erally departs. We could not bu. ^ ct that they did not all arise

from the mere love of the present state, which to many is sufficiently

mis(n-able to make any change seem advantageous. Nrr could tlie

instinctive dread which we entertain (Tf sinking into nothing, explain it.

The doctrine of annihilation is too contradictory—too ill supported to

be stoutly maintained, except by those whose interests would make them

wish not to be. And even then, they can not believe what they wish:

mark them on the bed of sickness, with the symptoms, the visage of

death staring them in the fiice! The troubled countenance and un-

settled eye—the sudden shiver—the half checked, half uttered groan

—the fretful tem.per, and the broken voice, faltering ere yet death's

watchman springs his rattle in their throats—these, all these, testify

their unwdling belief in a future siato, and their mental strife on enter-

ing its gloomy porch : and when life had departed, we could not but

inquire what it was, and whither it had gone? On beholding the in-

animate mass hastening to stench and rottenness, we could not but

wonder what had become of the sentient active principle that so lately

.^


