
§ 10. Conclusion.

I have now said all that I consider necessary in order to fulfil the
task which I have undertaken, a task very painful to me and ungra-
cious. I account it a great misfortune, that my last words as they
are hkely to be, should be devoted to a controversy with one whom Ihave always so much respected and admired. But I should not have
been satisfied with myself, if I had not responded to the call madeupon me trom such various quarters, to the opportunity at last given

"^V! Ju^f"^ ^i°"?
^'^^"''^ °" subjects deeply interesting to me,and to the demands of my own honour.
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^^'- Gladstone's charge against us, is that in

i»70, ^a.er
^^ series of preparatory acts, a great change and irreversiblewas eftected m the political attitude of the Church by the third and

iourth cnapters of the Vatican Pastor yEternus, a change which no
state or statesmen can aftbrd to pass over. Of this cardinal assertion
1 consiaer he has given no proof at all ; and my object throughout
the foregoing pages has been to make this clear. The Pr ,e's infalli-
OiUcy indeed and his supreme authority have in the Vatican capitabeen declared matters of faith ; but his prerogative of infallibility lies
in nfafiers speculative, and his prerogative of authority in no infalli-
miity, m laws, commands or measures. His infallibility bears upon
the Qcmain ot thought, not directly of action, and while it may fairly
exercise .ne theologian, philosopher or man of science, it scarcely
con"3i-ns cne politician. Moreover, v/hether the recogniti )n of his
inta^uoiiicy m doctrine will increase his actual power over the faith
or uataohcs, remains to be seen, and must be determined by the
event: icr tnere are gifts too large and too fearful to be handled
irc-iy. iv.r. v-ladstone seems to feel this, and therefore insists upon

^^'T^^^^
'^'''^^ ^^ ^''^ Vatican definition in the Pope's authority.

iJut there ;^ no real increase ; he has for centuries upon centuries
naaa.id Uo2d uiac authority, which the definition now declares ever
to iiav3 be.cn£-ed to him. Before the Council there was the rule of
ODeaience, and tnere were exceptions to the rule ; and since the
council .ne rule remains, and with it the possibility of exceptions.

Ic may De GDj3c:2d that a representatisn such as this, is negatived
by tha universal senament which testifies to the formidable effective-
ness c» Che /atican decrees, and to the Pope's intention that they
should be efiective; that it U the boast of some CathoHcs ai
tne repioacn leveil-^d against us by all Protestants, that the Catholic
^..arcn nas now oecome beyond mistake a despotic aggressive
ir'a..c.cy, in vvMich ireedcm of tnought and action is utterly extin-
gux„..e.i, ^at . do not allow this alleged unanimous testimony to
e;iic.. ^i course . .u:cc Bismarck and other statesmen such as Mr.

= :i: aiijr cp^csxaon to Pope Pius on the political ground;
acnoi.c r.iove -nent is based, net upon politics, but upon

OUi w^'Iw ^yla

ijjt ar.a ^t. i^ciluigfcr has more than once, I believe, declared
uioa^tji-^^^on ci the PrusGian acts against the Pope, while
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