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are so dravvu as to leave room tor doubts and ofcoiir'^n
ior disputes and law-suits, and for family quarrel.7, tho
most lamentable, and at the same time the most bitter
and mveterate of all quarrels. Persons accustomed to
draw conveyances will admit, I am sure, that a will is
an mstrument which requires more skill and care than
any other to be drawn so as to preclude such doubts,
^hree is such an infinite variety of circumstances «fc
contingencies to be provided for, and there are some
branches of the law which apply to wills so abstruse,
wo cannot be surprised to find that there arecompa-
rafety ^«w law suits relating to lands, which havo
not their origin in doubtful and disputed wills.—-In
too many cases, unfortunately, wills are not made in
health, but on a death bed, when skilful assistance
cannot be procured, and when the mind is weakened
by disease, and distracted and overwhelmed by gloom
and terror and anxiety. At such a time it is not like-
ly that the division of property will be judicious, or
that the will can be drawn with suitable care and in a
proper manner. But .vbere all these difficulties are
avoided by care, and prudence, and skill, the inten-
tion of the testator may be frustrated by other causes.
A change in his circur.istances, may render his will
wholly or partially void. For instance, his marrian-e
and the birth ofa child Operate as an impHed revoca-
tion of his will : that is, after these events a will previ-
ously made would become void, unless it were pub-
liLihcd over again. So the death of a child or other
relation, or the sale or the purchase of a lot of land
niiiy throw all the arrangements of a will into dis-
order, and m;iy render a new will necessary in order
to adjust the division of the property upon fair and e-
quitable principles. For a man cannot, bv any tt'rm
he may use m his will, dispose of any other real pro-
perty than what he then owns. If he afterwards pur-
chases real estate, it will descend to his heir-at-iaw,
unless a new will is made, notwithstanding the mo«t
c^^gnsive and comprehensive terms of devise. A
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