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Tho « St. Pc'ler's Canal" was commenccrl in tlio autumn of 18o4, as a
pruvincial work. It is to connect the waters of St. Peter's IJay, on the
Athuitie coa.t of the ishmd of Cape IJreton, with those of the Bras d'Or
Lake

;
and, wiien eomphited, will divide Cape Breton into two i>lands.

This will be a woik inconsiderable as to its ma^niitude, but of great im-
portance to the interests of tlie i-Iand of Cape lireton. It wiiropcn into
the .trreat Bras d'Or a safe and easy entrance, and one by which access to
It wdl be sought much more freipiently than through the natural oiulet of
that lake. Tiie advantages expected to accrue from the completion of
the work may be seen by a glance at a map of the countrv. The lenr^th
of St. Peter's Canal will be only 2,;500 foet ; its breadth' at water line,
oO feet

;
depth of water, 13 feet. It is intended to have one lock at the

St. leter's Bay t(>rmination, ^nd a guard-gate at the Bras d'Or. The
length of the lock will be 120 feet ; widih of ffates, ii feet. Tiiese di-
mensions are expected to be suilicient to accommodate any coastin-^ or
fishing vessel frequenting the neighbouring waters.

'^

Every county in Nova Scotia is connected with the provincial metro-
polis, and with the neighbouring provinces, and the United States, by
Imes of electric telegraph. Those within Nova Scotia are owned and
worked by the " Nova Scotia Electric Telegraph Company." They ex-
t(md over a distance of 1,124 miles; and there are thirty-six telegraph
ofBces m the provinces. The tolls for messa-es upon these lines are low,
beuig at the rate of sixpence sterling per ten words, for distances not ex-
ceeding sixty miles, witli proportionable increase for additional word.-, and
for greater distances. During the summer of 18o(;, the "New York,
Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company," succeeded in subnuu-g-
ing a cal.le, by which the Nova Scotian lines were put in connection wiili
bt. John s, in Newfoundland. In the Provincial Legislanire, durin-r the
session of 1S57, a bill was passed giving to the "Great Atlantic Tele-
graph Company the exclusive right, for twenty-five years, to land upon
the coast of i\ova Scotia a submarine cable, coiuiectin- this province with
the British Inlands. This truly magnificent enterprize was carried into
execution, mid messages were actually transnvtted across the Atlantic,
but ,t IS to be deeply regretted, that 'it has since proved a failure, the ca-
ble being partially destroyed. May we not hojie that the hand of science
will yet effect, among other wonders, the execution of this great scheme,
and render it permanent.

CHAP T E 11 IX.
A 1=^1:^ GREAT POINTS OF CONTRAST BETWEI:N TIIU PAST AND

PR1'\SENT.

How chang'd the scene we now behold !

Fioin wlint our ftUlieis saw,
Who tdil'd and bled in diiys of old,
That we might dwell 'neath freedom's law.

r\ I' c
— Original,

Our forefathers who first came hither, found almost the whole country
one vast wikh-rness. Immense tracts of this great wilderness have fallen
before the sturdy strokes of the settler's axe, and where once the " -rand


