
' Settle^i^ents' m AMiniCA. ^j
expences incident to dre vrddk part of tH6

law, and praiftifed b^r the moft corfupted

lawyers, floiirifh here ; at the fanne time thalf

juflice is fo lax, that the gredftefl crimes ofteb

pafs with impunity. Formerly the judges ,

could not legally punifli any Poftuguefe witb
death. And it is not difficult to imagine^

how much a licence in fuch a country muft
have contributed to a corruption, that it

may be the bufinefs of fucceffions of good
magiftrates, and ages of good difcipline, to

reftore to foundnefs. Upon the river ofAma-
zons, the people, who are moftly Indians

and reduced by the priefts fent thither, are

ilill under the government of thefe paftors.

The feveral divifions of this country are called

miffions.

As the Portuguefe have been once difpof-

feffed of this country by the Dutch, and

once endangered by the French, their mif-

fortunes and dangers have made them wife

enough to take very efFedtual meafures for

their future fecurity. St. Salvador is a very

ftrong fortification j they have others that arc

not contemptible ; befides a good number of
European regular troops, of which there are

two regiments in St. Salvador. The militia

too is regimented, amongft whom they reckon

fome bodies of Indians, and free Negroes;
and indeed at prefent Brazil feems to be in as

Jittl^ danger as the fettlements of any pewer
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