
S4 THE YOUNG DIANA
father had called her his "beautiful girl," and her
mother had chosen pretty frocks for her "darling
child!" Youth and the prospects of marriage had
made this difference in the temperature of parental
tenderness. Now that she was at that fatal stop-
gap called "middle-age" and a hopeless spinster, the
pretty frocks and the "beautiful-girl-darling-child"
ppriod had vanished with her matrimonial chances.
There was no help for it.

At this point in her thoughts she gave a little
half-unconscious sigh. Mechanically she folded up
Sophy Lansing's letter, and as she did so, noticed
that a slip of printed paper had fallen out of it
and lay on the floor. She turned herself on her
reclining chair and stooped for it,—then as she
picked it up realised that it must be the advertise-
ment in the five different languages which her friend
had mentioned. Glancing carelessly over it at first,
but afterwards more attentively, her interest was
aroused by its unusual wording, and then as she
read it over and over again she found in it a singu-
lar attraction. It ran as follows:

"To ANY WOMAN who is alone in the world without
CLAIMS on HER TIME or HER AFFECTIONS.

"A SCIENTIST, engaged in very important and
DIFFICULT work, requires the assistance and co-
operation of a Courageous and Determined Woman
of mature years. She must have a fair knowledge
of modern science, and must not shrink from dan-
gerous experiments or be afraid to take risks in the
Pureuit of discoveries which may be beneficial to
the human race. Every personal care, consideration
and courtesy will be shown towards her, and she
will be paid a handsome sum for her services and
be provided with full board and lodging in an ele-
gant suite of apartments placed freely at her dis-


