
200 n\I»TlHM— WHAT IS IT?

nndorfitand anytliiiif? flso Imt iinniorsion, as is cviilrnt from tlio

toHtimcuy <»1' tho kiickmI writiiii;^, aiul fn»m tlio tiKU'^o of tho

niiciciit Church, hy which iimiii rsion hud h«'('ii ho received that,

a'^ yet ill the third century, the haplisiu of the sick, for exaiupU*,

becauKO it was |)erloinied hy the allusion of water, waw hy sumo

entirely rejected, hy otliers certainly it was esteemed far less

than tlie hapiism of the rest, wh»» were hapti/ed in health, that

is, not perlused or sprinkled with the salutary water, in tho

manner of the sick, hut were hathed. Otherwise the ancient

custom, certainly amon^' those who were hapti/ed in In altb,

oven in tho Western Church, was preserved u lon^' time ; aye,

then also, when niiion^' somo of tho western churclus, tho

ancient custom heinj; chauf^ed, they had introduced atTusion

universally, there were not wanting' others which continued to

hold tho ancient custom. Since these thinj,'s were so, it is

altof,'ether to be lauii nted, that of the wishes which our Luther

had ecpially with respect to the usa^'e of immersion in tho suc-

cessive administration of baptism, and with respect to the

ounimon u.so of the cui) in tho sacred supper, bo was permitted

to accomplish only the latter."

Presbyterian 1 Cdlinwni/.

John Calvls, in his comments on Jolin iii. 23, says :

" But from tlieso words it is lawful to conclude that baptism

was cehdjrated by John and Christ by tho submersion of the

whole body." On Acts viii. \jS, he says :
" Hero we see plainly

what the rite of baptizinj^ was amon<j the ancients; for they

immersed th whole body into water. Now tho practice has

come into vogue, that tho minister shall only sprinkle tho body

or the head, liut so small a dill'erenco of ceremony ought not

to be of so great importance to us, that we should on that

account divide the Church, or disturb it with strifes."

Thomas Cualmers, Prof, of Theology in the University

ol Edinburgh, commenting on Kom. vi. 4, says

:

'• The original meaning of the word baptism is immersion
;

and though we regard it as a point of inditl'erency whether the
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