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„t the church to the country at large. This l.uildino^ has

iHvor l.cen devoted simply to the proclamation of tl.. goa-

,h1 ..n the Sahl.ath. The nu•nll.er^ of the church seem to

iK.vi- felt that righteou»tne!.b is m.t an attrilu.te of the brick

„„lmoitarc..mpo».inK the house, but <.t the men who built

it They were not. ther-jfore. afraid of its desecration l>y

nc.in- put to more secular use^, The house has always been

„pei" for the discussion of every moral (|uestion which man

iH.fds to uuderHland. It hns been the rallying place -.vl.cre,

,„ mass meetings, all conceival)le i|uestions ol interest have

l.tni discussed, but especially the great political issues of

tin. nation from the early antislavery times, down to the

campaign for liases and Wheeler. The political attitude of

the meml)ership mav be understood from such sentiments

as these :
" Patriotism a part of religion," " I.oyilty to

(i.,d and loyalty to government when it is loyal to (li.d."

•We mean to teach our children," said Prof. H. K. Peck,

' to respect law and its ministerb, but we also mean to teach

tliem that they will not be dutiful to the State, if they do

nut hold her to duty to God, and that they will be traitors,

if they obey a law which breaks the law of Heaven." The

aunage with which tliese sentiments were held, is illusMsted

ill the resolutions passed by this same Prof Peck and his

leliow prison.'rs upon leaving the Cleveland jail, where for

opposition to tne fugitive slave law thev had languished tor

ei-hty-tive da vs. When release came, and before leaving

the prison, having rendered thanks lo (Jod for his mercy,

thev nnanimouslv adopted this resolution : " That alter all

tho" pains and penalties inflicted upon us by government

othcials m the attempt to enforce the fugitive slave act. we

tVelittobeourdutv tosay, that our hatred and opposttum

to that unjust and nnconstiluti.uial law are mt.re intense

tiKuiever before. No flue or -mprisonment however en-

torced, bv whatever court, can induce us to yield it obedience.


