
HISTORY OF THE BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE.

'

Mackinaw was taken, the first notice of the declaration of war

was a heavy force of British and Indians landing upon the

eastern and uninhabited portion of the island in the night, and

capturing the post without the firing of a gun.

But I have digressed from my proposed account of Perry's

Victory, and will now begin with a short account of the early

work of constructing and fitting out the squadron. In giving

this matter, it is, in a measure, necessary to relate some of the

incidents ; and as Captain Daniel Dobbins, of Erie, was a

pioneer in the construction of most of tho vessels, it is well to

give his eaWy connection therewith.

In July, 1812, Captain Dobbins v/as at Mackinaw in com-

mand of a merchant vessel named the Salina, belonging to

himself and a merchant of Erie, named R. S. Reed, and (who,

together with a relative named W. W. Reed, were on board

the vessel) was taken at the surrender of that post. His vessel,

and one other of the captured, were made cartels to convey

the prisoners and non-combatants to Cleveland, Ohio. Upon

their arrival at Detroit, they were taken possession of by

General Hull, and again fell into the hands of the enemy, on

the surrender of that important post. Captain Dobbins now
obtained a pass for himself and the two Reeds through the

influence of Colonel Nichols, of his Majesty's service, (an old

acquaintance previous to the war) and accompanied Colonel

Lewis Cass and Captain Saunders, who were in charge of

paroled prisoners surrendered at Detroit and at Van Horn's

defeat, including the wounded—to be transported across the

head of the lakes in open boats, to Cleveland. Passing from

island to island, they arrived safely at Cleveland on the third


