
fitJII iin(il)lo to fttftnc! alonf ; and will nook

nitlur to pniiiiotit Kh (ratio, iliiui iU Kiiiplre.

Kn;;liHliiii(<ri Iteliovo lliat wu liro nblu t<> fui-

til nil Mt(!H(t coiiditioiiK iiud tlioy nro eniiti--

oiisly but pi^iniHtontly pn^wHiiip: the ioH|)onHi-

liilitv iipoii iiH. Nciwl wo lumitftto to tiiko

tlui hint and [ircparo to aHHurno it? Aro
our public men too timid to leml tho pco-

|>l(i up to tlio tiivnt work whi(!h in Ind'oro

tli((m? Aril tlioy blind to tho Hijj;nH of tho

tiinoK or aro thoy Hookinjx to enoourago tJio

poopb^ in blindnoKA? Ft lg, timo that uvory
I'aiiadian Khoidd comprohcnd thu nttlttidu

whii'h Kngland Ik aKHuminp;; and that ho
hIiouM calndy and diHpaHsioniitoIy luimit

there is niotluHl in tlio niadnoKH kIio is ac-

iiiNed of. Wo havo hoou thct in a oommor-
cial KtiiiHO or in a sonHo ofmilit^iry or na-

tional />rfnlit/e, she durivoH mi iMlvantaRo

fnun tho ooniioction. Wo havo Koon, that

thcro is umtiial disiwIvantaKo— unmiHtako-
abio danger to tho mother and tho child, in

tho rolatioiiH Kid)siHting botwooii them.
How long ought wo to hositato and tempo-
ri/,e ? How long can wo allord to oultivatu

iiliMibioHH to our true poHition, and go on
KJmulatingan importance which Ih deceit-

ful and viHionary. 'I'ho change must como
and it Ih only manful to prepare for it. It

is childish to underrate onrHolvcH or tho
tliiticK that await uk. Tlioro :ire dangorH in

delay anil it is our duty to face tho grave
aspect of the position. Ab we havo hooh,

the interest and tho policy of the Imperial

ttovernmont aro nnmistakoii ilo. Tory and
Radical seem for ouci; in accord. No doubt
tho rcHponsibility of ministers in England,
tho (lolicocies of party relations, the anxiety

of one side to ret^iin ottico and ol the other

side to obtain It, may temper imperial tac-

tics and stimulate caution and reserve. It

may be that even yet a skilful appeal to

liio dead past of tho old coloniil policy

might rouse a spirit of resistance among
tho British masses. There may bo some
v.ho still boliovo that tho perpetual mino-
rity of tlie (JolonicB is essential to tho gloiy

of the Empire : a;? thcro aro still some who
clierish the traditionary faith that ouo En-
glishman can wlup two Frenchmen. This
state of fchings may delay, but it cannot
avert tho crisis. 'J'horo remains still tho

(Colonial Policy—tho unmistakeable hand
writing on the wall. Even Sir John Young
our chief Imperial otRcer, an able, astute,

and cxpeiaVi:.ced statesman, has not found
it consistent with his high duties to bo

reticent upon this great question ol

U»o honr. Cautious) y of coiuse, as be-

came his high office, but significantly

as tho rcprosontativo of great Imperial in-

tc rests here, he hints at tho transition

S.ate, through which our Institutions are

passing. He stated at Quebec and reitera-

tt)d at Halifax, that Canadian statesmen and
people aro tho best judges of their own in-

terestf' ; that their destinies were in their

own hands and that if they decided upon
some change, tho proposition would re-

(oivo from the stutesnx^n and people of

England, a generous and friendly roiiNidera-

tion. HiH Excellency does not belong to

(hat school «)f thinkers, who preiu'l. (hat

pending the great consol'dation here, fur-

ther changes ate not to bo thou^Mit of. Mo
doe.s not tell us that, because Confederation
is l)Ut half ac(;omplished, wo shoidd shut
our eyes to tho future, and leave blind

(;Imuico to accomplish tho destinies of this

Great Northern Doniiruon. He tells u t-

deed, in his Halifax speech, that he .,id

been misreprosentiMl atijueli.u' and that ho
had been made to talk of change of alle-

giance, when ho only meant change of al-

lii'rice. Nobody but the wilfully blind (ould
havo nndorstoo'l His Excidlency otlu-rwise.

Nobmly could have dreamed that a liritish

Ciovornor, would suggest to the people of
half a continent under his rule, tho cession
of their territory to a foreign powtir. Hut
His Excellency is too good a phi''- ist not
to undersUuid tho full purjiort of tho words
he discusses. Allegianci^ signili(!s tho obli-

gation of a subject to his I'rince orOovern-
ment—Alli'iu<;o suggests original powers
mutually exercised by tho parties to a com-
pact, and pr.ietically, thoroforo, alle.(iauce

coAses when alliance begins, and this view
is quite consistent with Kir John Young's
able speeches, at. intifrpretctl by himself.

Ho simply did not intend to ((invey tho
idea that England would promote the aii-

nexation of this great country to tho vast
torritoritH of our Uepublican neighbours,
while at tho same time ho felt that tho fu-

ture had something nobler in store for uh
than the more Colonial tutelage ofour times.

Hence he spoko of clmngo from such a state;

oneouragod us, by reciting the example of
Holland, with smaller tt;rritory and lower
resources ; and cheered tis with the ])romise

of tho perpetual good will of his (.lovorn-

ment and " alliance" with England tho
" mother of nations." The country owes a
debt of gratitude to His E.xcelloncy, for this

timely aid to tho popular thought, for thus
' cautiously foreshadowing that brilliant fu-

ture, whoso cflulgenco has dazzled his timid
ministers. It is moreover stilted, H|)on

what seems to bo imdoubtcd authority,
that when it was first intimated to Sir A.T.
Gait, that Her Majesty lnul it in contempla-
tion, in view of his distinguished public
services, to conler upon him the honour of
knighthood, that gentleman took occasion
to lay before tho Executive, a statement,
expressing his high sense of this groat
honour, but that he felt, ho ought, before
accepting it, to represent tho strong views
he entertained in favour of the early in-

dopcndonco of this country. But Her
Majesty's representative, found in this

phase of opinion, no disqualification for

Royal favour, and Her Majesty was
graciously pleased to confer it. It would
bo fair to ask if Sir John Young did not
mean to indicate independence, what did
he mean ? He could not have referred to
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