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along the river bottom, Iradcscatttia (virijini-

ca) nnil milk plant (afclei>iits stjriaca*) in

conBidembie quantities.

Our march to-day hail l)oen twcnly-onc

miloB, and the aBtronomical observations

gave us a chronometric I' n^itndeof 98° 23'

VI", and latitude 40« 20 SO'. We were

moving forward at seven in the mominf^.and

in about five miles reached a fork ot the

Blue, where the road leaves that river, and

crosses over to the Plaltc. No water was to

be found on the dividing ridge, and the casks

were filled, and the animals here allowed a

short rejKJse. The road led across a high

and level prairie ridge, where were but few

l>iants, and those principally thistle (carduiis

kuc6graphu!t), anil a kmd of dwarf artemi-

sia. Antelope were seen frequently during

the morning, which was very stormy.

Squalls of rain, with thunder and lightning,

were around us in every direction ; and

while we were enveloped m one of them, a

flash, which seemed to scorch our eyes as it

passed, struck in the prairie within a few

iiundred feet, sending up a column of dust.

CiDssing on the way several Pawnee
road:^ to the Arkansas, we reached, in about

twenty-one miles from our halt on the Blue,

what is called the coast of the Nebraska, or

Platte river. This had seemed in the dis-

tance a range of high and broken hills ; but

on a nearer approach were found to be ele-

vations of forty to sixty feet, into which the

wind had worked the sand. They were co-

vered with the usual fine grasses of the

country, and bordered the eastern side of

the ridge on a breadth of about two miles.

Change of soil and country appeared lierc

to have produced some change in the vege-
tation. Cacti were numerous, and all the

plants of the region appeared to flourish

among the warm hills. Among thcin the

amorpha, in full bloom, was remarkable for

its large and luxuriant purple clusters.

From the foot of the coast, a distance of two
miles across the level bottom brought us to

our encampment on the shore of tne river,

about twenty miles below the head of Grand
Island, which lay extended before us, cover-

ed with dense and heavy woods. From the
moutk of the Kansas, according to our reck-

oning, we had travelled three Tiundred and
twenty-eight miles ; and the geological form-
ation of the country we had passed over

* "7..ig plant is very odoriferous, and in Canada
efaarms the traveller, especially when passing through
woods in the evening. The French there eat the lender
shoots in the spring, as we do asparagus. The naUvea
make a sugar ol the flowers, gathering them in the
morning when they arc covered with dew, and collect
the cotUm from their pods to All their beds. On account
of the silkiness of this cotton, Parkinson calls the plant
Vinrinian tilk."—Loudon's Eneyelopadia of Planti.
The Sioux Indians of the Upper Platte eat the young

pods of this plant, boiling them with the meat of the
bM&lo.

consisted of lime and sandstone, covered by

the same erratic ilr|K)sitc of sand and gnivcl

which forms the surface rock of the prairies

between the Missouri and Missisnippi rivers.

Except in some occasional limestone bould-

ers, I hud met with no fossils. The t;l<'Ta-

tion of the Platte valley above tlio sea is

here about two thousand feet. The astro-

nomical observations of the ni^hi placed ns

in longitude 1)8° 46' 49", latitude lOoll'
06'.

June 27.—The animals were somewhat
fatigued by their march of ycstordny, and,

after a short journey of eighteen miles along

the river bottom, I encamped near the head

of (Jrand Inland, in longitude, by oliserva-

tion, 99*' 05' 24", latitude 40" 39' 32".

The soil here was light but rich, though in

some places rather sandy ; and, v/ith the ex-

ception of a scattered fringe along the bank,

the timber, consisting principally of poplar

{populus mnnilijera), elm, and hackberry

(celt is crassi/olia), is confined almost entirely

to the islands.

June 28.—We halted to noon at an open
reach of the river, which occupies rather

more than a fourth of the valley, here only

al)out four miles broad. The camp had been
dis|)osed with the usual precaution, the

horses grazing at a little distance, attended

by the guard, and we were all sitting quietly

at our dinner on the grass, when suddenly

we heard the startling cry " dii monde !" In

an instant, every man's \. eapon was in his

hand, the horses were driven in, hobbled and
picketed, and horsemen were galloping at

full speed in the direction of the new comers,

screaming and yelling with the wildest e.\-

citement. " Get ready, my lads I
" said ihf

leader of the approaching party to his men.
when our wild-looking horsemen were dis-

covered bearing down upon them ;
" nour

allons atlraper aes coups de baguette." They
proved to l^ a small party of fourteen, under
the charge of a man named John Lee, and,

with their baggage and provisions strapped

to their backs, were making their way on
foot to the frontier. A brief account of their

fortunes will give some idea of navigation in

the Nebraska. Sixty days since, they had
left the mo-'h of Laramie's fork, some three
hundred miles above, in barges laden with
the furs of the American Fur Company.
They started with the annual flood, and,
drawing but nine inches water, hoped to

make a speedy and prosperous voyage to St.

Ix)uis ; but, after a lapse of forty days, foand
themselves only one hundred and thirty

miles from their point of departure. They
came down rapidly as far as Scott's bluf&,
where their difficultiee began. Sometime*
they came upon places where the water was
spread over a great extent, and here they
toiled from morning until night, endeavoring
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