
produce tuberculosis in the human. I hat these

arc very small and cannot he slaujjhtered indi-

vidually like buffalo, is true, but it is also true

that their very minuteness means that billions can

be slaughtered in one operation, if they are only

kept together. As to tuberculosis germs being

everywhere, all over, out<l(K)rs and indixirs—thi:;

is not true. \o more important f' t in public

health has ever been formulated than this, due
to that keen leader in public health, Chapin of

Providence: l/ie };i'rms that produce disease

are not ubi(iuitous, not in dust everywhere, water
everywhere, milk everywhere. They are chietlv,

almost wholly, in the bodies of a few (relatisely)

IH-'ople, or animals; and when they escape from
those bodies, where alone they find the peculiar

food, high temperature, abundant moisture, and
darkness which they need, they promptly die or

become harmless. Even in water, milk. food,

etc., into which they may be introduced from in-

fected persons, their lives are short, and thev

must quickly reach a new living victim, or die.

To alwlish any one race of disease germs is

far easier than to destroy some much larger

things. Thus to abolish t1ies means not only kill-

ing all flies, indoors in all houses everywhere, in

all stables everywhere, in and around all dwell-

ings everywhere, but al.so throughout all fields

and forests, mountains and valleys everywhere,
because flies are hardy outtloor beings as well as

indoor beings. They can breed and flourish al-

most anywhere, where any kind of food, even in

vanishing quantity, is to be had. Moreover, thev

can move of their own volition with promptness
and despatch, have quick eyes antl quicker w ings

to escape designing enemies, and in a thousand
wavs can take care of themselves.


