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with (Iflifrln. since it was Ulliii!.^ Paris with onthusiasin and

lia<l wA inm -mil hihor. \\v dnw'l that iii- \n-nnnv was

his Furnariiia— lu' h^i.l iii.- l-"(irnariiui. Imt lif woiilil neviT

paint hvv. l-att'i- \sv liml him ,i:rnaiiin-- uwv ha\in>,^ to liiiisli

•VL'tic h(''ti>c (!«. la Fillr <inx )'r,i.r d'Or," the criuial fart of

whirh hr cxp'^M- tn Mine Han>l<a in very phiin ImviicIi. He

also Irt.-, li.r luiow that hr iiiiiiself inhal)ils an afvirtiii' iit fur-

nishrd lii<c tlic now famous hoiuinir of Paipiita \ alilez.

It will he oli.-crvcd that I'.alzacV crii ical i!i>linet maih' liim

pen-five that -l.a I)iuIi(-:m' dc l,aii-tai-^" wa- hy far the most

iiiiliortaiit of ]ii> tliivr coiinnicil ^iorics. On t!ii- point most

readers are in aLrnvinrnt. Vrt eaeh story has (li>iinet nii'rit-^,

and l.i-Tlhri' ihry niaki' a vojumf that app'^al- -naliy to per-

sons who care for sensational romance It is the fa-hioii to

smvr at the interest attachiiiir to this kind of ilcii.m. ijtit it is

well for a novelist to havi' a •Histoire ties 'I'rei/.e" amon.ir liis

works, on which jaded rc.ders can lall hack, and from which

new readers can receive an iniiH'tns to attack otlier and more

Forioiis liooks. Besides, it miisl he rcinemhered that IVilzac.

after his youthful jicriod of cxtravaiiant writimr was over,

never failed to introduce an element of reali~ni into his sensa-

tional hooks ihal lifted them I'ar ahove the ijiiirr of fiction

to which they ])rimarily hidon>:ed.

Kveii in •Ferra<:u>" the sensationalism is not unmixed.

The remarkahle ])ower wielded liy the e\-coii\ict and liis as-

sociates, the nn>teriou< ven.Lreaiice vi-iied ujiou the iixpiisitive

.Maulincour. the stranj^-e mi-fortune^ of M. and Mine. Jules,

the death <d" the latter and the fate that hefell her cori.-^e. are

all sutliciently sen>alioiial. and Imld .-o little l)y actual life that

an analytically-minded reader can ea.-ily lind the faults such

a reader loves to di-co\i'r. More fortunate are those who can

eiijov the tliriilinir pa,i:es without ar-kiiiLT wliether tlii< or that

would really he likely to liaitpen : l)ut it would surely reipiire

the hlindness of partisanshij) to maintain that the power of
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