
16 An Emblem of Empire

incn caniiot withuut piutcst aff(»r(l to flv in the far*'

(»r sn coiispiriious a PntvidciK'c, There are said to he
two si(h's to every <|uestion, hut we must make t-x-

eejttioiis of the ( atey;oneal imperative, and Lord
(Jrey's project. For it is not more certain that two
and tw(» aic four than that, if the British Empire is

to fnlHI its purpose, the slipshod methods <»f irre-

sponsihU' seatteration must retire hefctre the spirit

of jrettinii' toji<'ther,

I want to say to you, (lentlemen, that this project
is one which vitally concerns the jH'rmanent interests
of British Columhia. Here in Vancouver we inuh'r-

stand, or (»u,uht to understand, tliat we have n(» time
to lose in overtaking; and j^uidinu the ominous \v(»rld-

njovements of the Pacific Ocean. Here is where the
Kmpiij' will he lost or won. Here is where we are
to decide whether the white or yelhtw man is to he
sui)reme upon this vast water. Hen* the scattered
tln-eads of world iiolitics are to he j^athered up and
woven into the fabric of Eiu'pire, and here is where
history shall say, if this is uot done and done at once,

that the Kmi)ire was lost to tlie British race. Wo
ai-e facinu a critical moment in our own devel<»inneut
at this pi-esent time, and we ouj,dit to know what we
(h» in the next few years out h<'re—what we do for
and w ith the Emi)ire is hkoly to chan,ij:o or settle the
directi(m of events for centuries to come. In i)ropur-
tion as we realize the solemnity of the issue, shall we
he able to j;rasp the significance (»f any and every
factor which will in j,a'eater or less decree help to
synthesize the assets of Empire, orj>:anize our trade
in th«> nnitual interests, gather toy:ether and l)ind our
racial enthusiasms into one efficient whole, and pre-
pai-e ourselves for the task, whatever it may cost us,

of establishing our free institutions upon the empty


