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had the work at 65 cents. This year lie
was the only tenderer and lie bas it at 78
cents. At Blind river the tenders this year
were 23 cents, the lowest, and 26 cents,
the highest. Last year the work was being
done at 184 cents. At Port Elgin there
were four tenders, tbe lowest 22 cents, the
highest 42 cents. Last year the work was
done at 25 cents, so there is a saving of 3
cents a cubic yard týhere. At Trenton bar-
bour there is a marked difference. The
Iowest tender this year was 26 cents a
cublc yard and there were three tenders,
the Morgan Company, the Weddeil Com-
pany and the Randoipli Macdonald Com-
pany. The Morgan's tender was 26 cents,
Weddell's 39 cents and Macdonald's 43
cents. Last year the work was done undercotatat 14 cents per cubic yard. h
coatract has been given to Weddell at the
price of Morgan's tender. Morgan lias
been doing work ia Quebec and without
wlshing to say anytbing to injure hlm there
was a great deal of dlssatisfaction with bis
worlr last yenr.

Mr. J. D. REID. Who had it last yenr?
Mr. PIJGSLEY. Prendergast, of Montreal.

He lost a great deal of moaey on it. Ia
Toronto last year the work wns being doue
at 13J cents, but tliis year It is 19j cents.
Tlie work ls belng doue 'by Hlealy wbo is
tlie only tenderer. At Penetang, BoMqn
wbo had It last year at 14 cents was the
only tenderer tliis yenr at 19 cents.

Mr. BENNETT. Did the minister of bis
owa accord raise the dredging there from
14 cents to 19J cents?

Mr. PUGSLEY. Not of my own accord.
We advertlsed publicly for tenders and the
lowest tender was 19 cents. It was a ques-
tion of aqcepting thnt tender or not pro-
eeeding witb the work. My bon. friend
seesns to tbink lt would lie a proper tbing
for the minister wlien lie advertised pub-
licly for tenders for dredging work and did
not get any wblcb according to the judg-
ment of the chief engineer were reasonaýble,
to refuse to nccept tenders and flot go on
wîtb the work.

Mr. BENNETT. Did the chief engineer
certify wlien the price was 14 cents tliat It
was reasonable and also wben It was 19
cents?

Mr. PUGSLEY. Yes, and my chief en-gineer was of opinion and s0 advised me
tliat la a large number 0f these contrncts
last year the work was being done not
only at a reasonable price, but at a lower
price tbnn we could ever expect .to get
contractors to tender for tbe work at.

Mr. BENNETT. Rot.
Mr. PUGSLEY. Another renrkabîe in-

stance was at Port Burwell, wbere there
were four tenders tbis year. Bertram and
Company tendered at 39 cents, Flan at 43

Mr. PUGSLEY.

cents, Hlorton at 44 cents and Manley at
45 cents, aIl most reliable contractors, men
of large experience and of the higbest repu-
tation.

M~r. BENNETT. Horton inluded ?
Mr. PUGSLEY. Horton lncluded.
Mr. BENNETT. You sliould rend tbe

evidence ln the LAast Elgin trial to a man
of that ane wbo took part ln 'marking
ballots.

Mr. PUJGSLEY. I feel very sorry that
my lion. friend bas thîs unfortunate dis-
position to find fault.

Mr. BENN.ETT. I sny truthfui tbiuigs
about mcn of the stamp of Horton wbose
reputation is knowa la Ontarlio.

Mr. PUGSLEY. I cannot belp thlnking
that wben my bon. friend retires from the
House and gets borne ia the silence of bis
bedroom lie must regret the disagreeable
things lie bas snid because there is no last-
Ing pleasure la that sort of thing.

Mr. BENNETT. Tbe minister may bear
some tbings of bimself If lie does flot keep
n little bridie on bis uaruly tongue.

Mr. PUGSLEY. I bave heard n great
many tbings about myseif and very -nnsty
tbings la my lifetime, and there is no man
living who cau sny anytbing against me
that 1 should lie nshamed or ýafraid to bear,
no man living.

I was explaiaing that at Port Burwell
tbere were four tenders, nnd tbe lowest
tender thus yenr was 39 cents, wlie last
yoar the work was doue at 15J cents. Our
information is tbat the contractor was los-
ing money upon that coatract last year. I
need not go tbrougb ail the others, but I
will take the case of tbe Thames. There
there were four tenders, the Bertrnm Com-
pany at 24 cents, Hlorton at 22 cents Healy
at 23 cents and Manley at 20 cents. Lnst
yenr that work was done at 13 cents.

The total result, as near as 1 am able to
figure it out, taking la Ontario and Que-
bec, of the calliag for new tenders-nnd
1 regret that this sbould be the case-bhas
been to cost the Dominion somewbere le-
tween $175,000 and $200,000 more than It
would bave if I hnd extended the contracts
and insisted on the work going on at the
saine price as that in force last yeur.

iMr. BENNETT. Wby did you not ex-
tend it?

Mr. PUGSLEY. I lave already ex*plained
the reason. I take, of course, the full re-
sponsibility, but 1 bave been obliged to as-sume that responsibulity under the circum-
stances 1 bave meationed. I feit as I bave
sald, that the contrncts gave me full power
to extend tlem, and I feit la view of the
low price at wlilch the work wns being
done that it would bave been the part of
wisdom for my bon. friend wbo bas been
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