Green Lake. And untll the era of
stean navigation on tho Muackenzie
rlver system, this was tho routé hy
which all the cdmpany's freight was
brought fn for ‘thelr trade clea.*
through to the Avctle circle,

Some affirm, tnd among them .
Finlayson, an old resident ot YPrince
Albert and bnee long ago an cmployeo
of the IL B. Co., tha't one need only
to o by wagbus to Big River, some
seventy fuiles but from Prince Albert,
before taking to boats. Mr. Finlayson
mtates that he lias passed by boat
down Big river, Crooked Ilnke and
river, where one meots the route by
Green lake, and that Jarge boats load-
ed wlth frefght could pass down that
way. Mr. Wm. Spencer, who has
many times ‘travelled to the north by
the Green lake trail, gtates that he
crogsed Blg river in the season-of low
water aud that then large sfzed boats
would fttravel ou it. However the
most usual vouwte {8 to continue the
journey. by ~wagon to Green
Lake, whare there s & settle-
ment and . B, post, It is quite Hke-
1y -that tlie neces.ity of reaching tnis
post cauied the wagon trafl to the
jake to bo-used and the route hy Big
Liver pased by. Freighting the
whole way to Green Lake costs o max-
twrum of §1.25 per ewt, and the Prince
Alhert Booaxd of Trado fs prepared to
guarantee that it shall not be more.

At Green Lake the voyagzur must
for tho fust time take o his boat
or canoe, and ho may have brought
it with him ov Lie can arrango to have
a fizet-clnzs  boat. of most suitable
stvie bult and veady for hhn at the
lake. Ot this more  auon. Down
Greén Yake and Beaver-river to Jele
a in.Cros.e, there is sio obstruction
whatever. Arrived cro one finds
another H: B. post, 2, Roman Cathole
mis fon and a con.iderable settlement.
Acros: this lake and down Deep river
the route conunues aund across Clear
Iako ana Bulfalo Jeke with no difficul-
tios te encounter. There are two
more H. B; posts -on these iakes and
hiere amd there all along are settle-
.ments emaller or Ilarger, of natives
and Indiags. As this watercourso is
the Churclill river system, {rom Cleaxr
lake, the drajnage is cast to tho Hud-
sun’> Bay, but aftor crossing Lulfalo
1nke thé voyageur is going north and
entering the short Aelthys river goes
up stream to Melthys lake, erossing
avbicll o reachies the long portage—
Dortage 1o Losohe, 12 miles-across. At
the last named Jake is stiil another
H. B. post and considerable-settlemeat.
Here plenty of force in tho shape of
draft oxen is availablo to. transport
boat and supplies across tho portaze
.o Clearwater.river, down -which there
tic & short run of 80 mites to Fort Me-~
Murray on the Athabagea river. Two
or threc small rapids occur on ‘tle

’
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Clearwater, but only one portage re-
quired. The run from Green Lake
to Portago ln Losche i3 220 mjles,
making o total distance of 420 vu 425
miles from Prince Albert to IFort Mo-
Murray. Shuuld o party welitopu i
through {0 Povtage ln Lescho before
the winter breaks up and  thero
busy themeelves bullding a boat, thero
Is o good #leigh rond on which heavy
double &lefzhis with teams can travel
the wholo way from  Prince Albert.
When 1 was at Prince Albert astring
of pony slelzhs axrvived from Isle ala
Cros:o witiel {s move than two-thirds
of the distance, and I saw a string of
vony Hlo'ghe set  out for the smme
point with loads of flour, cte., in the
sleighs, for the H. B. post there and
further. 'Tho lakes and streams on
the part of tho route describe:d, open
about tho end of Aprii—from April 28
to May 12, 1. J. Moborly, late H. B.
Co. Tfuctor, states. This is much

The captain’s diary reads:

“Weo left Athabasca, Latkiing on the
¢ IB8th August with two sturgeon head
“Yoats and five barges and about 80
“ men. Wo web with no trouble at tho
“ Pellean and other rapids, and arrived
“at Gromd rapids on the 18th, Thoso
“ rapdds havo o fall of 95 feet in thirty
“ chaing, and are partly avolded by a
v portage of threc-quartors ¢f ami'e
“ across an lsland. It took us ten days
“ to mako this portage, and we left on
“thio 28th August., On the 20th wede-
¢ scended three rapids, one of which
* tho boats were let down by ropes, On
¢ the 80th, ran the Burnt raplds, Sun-
‘“day. On the 31st we ran one boat
“gdown Joe rapld and below tho
“Thompson rapid. This was a trial
“4rip. This was the rapid where Rob-
¢ ert Thompson, of Priuce Albert, lost
“his wholo trading outlit of about
“ 83,000 worth of stuif, and barely es-
 caping with his life, and had to walk
“about thirty miles to Fort Mciurray
“with bare fect and barely enough
“clothes to cover him, On the same day
“ 31st, two experienced steersmen with
“twelve men got into a, barge ivith
‘“ywith ten tons of freight and at-

.
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cayler -than on some of the other
routes.

It s to L2 particularly noted that
all the way from Priuce Albert to
YFort Mcjurray thore are no se+lous
Qifficulties to face and nothing that
cowld by any stroteh of imagination
be called -dangerous. The Athabasen
rover ‘with its 87 milos of rapids be-
tween Graud Rapids and AleMurray,
cie ‘avoids entirely by this route. The
sfficities and dangers of that part
o) thonver are best deseribed by tak-
g o leaf from thoe

DIARY OF CAPT. SMITH.
for the year 1885, at which time ke,
was m the serviee of the Hudson's
Bay company. Ho was fnstructed to
priceed by ‘toat from Athabuascr
Landing, 96 miles north of Edmnonton,
to Fort MeMurray, taking iwmith him
men and suppl'es for the purpose of

buildlig. g steamer to run on the Me-
XKenzio river. : .
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‘“ tempted to descend the rapid, but
‘“were wrecked on & rock and overy-
“ thing in the boat was lost with the
“ exception of the men, who were mi-
“raculously saved by Mr. Camsell,chie!
“ factor, myscl and a. boat's crew,
“who happened to be at the Yoot of
“the rapids and had tho use of the
“first Lept to save thelr iives, The
::-ten tonus of freight was entirely

“The Ist of September was spent
“in repairing boats and barges, some
“ of which required-attention, and In
“ getting some .of the other boats
“cown the rapid. On the 2nd we
“ succeeled in getting all'the remaind-
“cor of the moats to the foot of
‘“ Thompson rapid.

“On the 3rd Capt. Favell and ten
‘men arrived from IFFort McMurray to
“ assist us, and with their assistunce
“we ran all the Poats down the
“ Middle raplds and two boats down
‘the Long rapid. This is the place
* where Mr. Surveyor Oglivie had one
“of his anen drowned the year previ-
“ous. On the 4th one of our ‘hoats
*ran’on a-rock andstove her side in,



