
Strengthens our conviction of its importance. It is vain to expect that, the
National Schools, established in all parts of Ireland, will ever be effectively
conducted, or the art of communicating knowledge materially improved, until
a sufficient number of well-paid Masters and Mistresses can be supplied,
thoroughly qualified, by previous training, to undertake the office of teachers,
ad feeling a zealous interest in promoting the great objects of their profession.

Improvement in every successive class of Teachers.-We have observed, with
satisfaction, a marked improvement in the appearance, manners, and attain-
rnents of every successive class of teachers, who come up to be trained in our
National 'establishment. With reference to the two last classes, we have
ascertained that 34 teachers in the last, and 73 in the present, had been
originally educated as pupils in National Schools. It is from this description
of persons, to whom the practice of instructing others has been familiar from
their childhood, that we may expect to procure the most intelligent and skilful
taachers, to educate the rising generation of Ireland. It is a gratifying fact,
that the good feeling which has always prevailed among the teachers of differ-
ent religious denominations residing together in our training establishment,
has suffered no interruption whatever during the last year of extraordinary
public excitement.

Number of Agricultural Schools.-We had in operation, on the 31st of
December, 1847, 7 Model Agricultural Schools ; and we have made building
grants of £200 each to 10 others of this clas, some of which are in progress.
In addition to those schools, there are 12 8ther Agricultural Schools to which
amall portions of land are attached ; and to the Masters of these we pay an
additional salary of £5 pcr annum for their agricultural services; and other
emoluments are secured to them by the local Managers. Since the commence-
Inent of the present year, several applications have been received for aid both
to Model and ordinary Agricultural Schools ; so that we hope to announce, in
our next Report, the establishment of a greater number.

Agricultural Class Book.-We have published an Agricultural Class Book
for the use of the advanced pupils attending the National Schools, which it is
intended shall be read by all the pupils capable of understanding its contents.
The object of this little work is to explain, in as simple language as possible,
the best mode of managing a small farm and kitchen garden. Appended to it
are introductory exercises, in which the scholars should be examined by the
teachers. In order to render the lessons attractive, they have been thrown
into the form of a narrative, calculated to arrest the attention of young readers.
This reading book is not, however, designed as an Agricultural Manual for our
teachers. We propose to supply this want by the publication of a series of
Agricultural works, rising from the simplest elementary book, to scientific
teaching of a high character, and comprehending various branches of practi-
cal knowledge, bearing upon the subject of agricultural instruction. We
distributed last year, among our teachers, a variety of cheap and useful tracts,
relating to the best modes of cultivating the soil, and providing against the
dearth of food ; anÉ we are now engaged in circulating, amongst our Masters,
several other elementary treatises on husbandry, recently publisbed under the
direction of the Royal Agricultural Society, and containing much valuable
Information.
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