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NORTH AMERICA' -CUEW STEAM SHU' t t»MI'ANY. ij

— No. 14. —
Liiiiilon, Liverpool, and North Amcrirau Screw Strain Ship Coinpany.

Sir. No. 11, Li'a»l«'iihiill-strort, i>» Nov. 1 H6'i.

When you hoiioiind u deputation on bohalf of tiu-conipanv with an interview

on the 2Tth instiiiit, you di'sin-d to Ih' informed wlittlier tiii! company would he
willing tliat provision s^hould he tnude in the Royal charter of incorporation tor

which the company has applied for stcurin*; the folio** in<> ohjects; viz.

1. That it shonM l)e oidigafory on the company to aijopt find perform the

conditions of the ctmtract e.xis.ing between the (Jovernnient of Canada and .Mr.

Robert Lamont and others;

2. That the company should be lionnd to send at ha-t one steam !!>hip each
month to an Irish port

;

And I am retpiested to convey to you the sentiments of the provisional com-
mittee on these two propositions.

1. The contract in <]uesiion tloes not ^i\e any anthoriiy to the contractor;? to

assign their intere>r in it, and it Mill conseijucntly not lie possible for this com-
pany to perform its conditions, unless witli the concurrem;e oi the Canadian
Government, ajtplication for which lias already been made. Tliis committee
has entered into a provisional agreement with the contractors, by which the

company will be bound to a^snllu the liabiiitiis of the contract, if the assent of

the Governnient of Canada hf obtained, which agreement is nccosarily con-

tingent upon tlu! Royal charter being granted ; and tin; committee are ready to

come under any further obligation that you may deem rerpiisite to the same eft'ect

;

hut they respectfully submit to you that it would be iuennvenieiit to introduce

sucii a contingency into the body of the charter.

•i. The committee beg to refer to the heading of their prospectus which bus

been issued to the public, and contains these words, ' calling at I'lymouth,

Queenstown, and Belfast (any or either of them), as the directors may determine."

It has always been, and still is, the intention of the coinniittee that their vessels

should call at ihose p(Mts, but being aware of the great danger of eommittiiig

themselves befon hand to the minor details of their arrangements, which must
be subject to allel•atioll^l from the force of circunistaiic<s, they purposely left the

ports of call open in their i)ros|jectns ; ami it would be obviously much more
objectionable that tiiey should be tied up in that respect in the eliarter, uhieh
would not, under any eirciimsfaiices, be susceptible of alteration. The ships

proceeding to Canada under the present contract cannot call at an Irish port

without the consent of the Go*ernmi lit of Canada.
The Legislature of Newfoundland has appropriated a grant of 2,o00 /. per

annum for five years to parties who shall first run steamers to that i-land, under

certain conditions, which do not athnit of the vessels calling in Irelami. This

committee is in communication with the Cioverument of Newfoumlland, with a

view of obtaining the grant in qnestioii, together with permission to call at port

or ports in Ireland.

It is the opiniou of man\' persons thrl a large portion of the trade of this

country will ultimately be carried on by screw steamers; if this expectation

sliouhl be realised, each of the principal Irish ports will have sticli vessels

belonging to them proceeding to North America, and in such case an absolute

obligation upon the vessels of this company to call at Irish ports would lie pro-

ductive of nothing but injury to the Irish owners of screw steamers as well as to

this cotnpany.

I have, &c.

(signed) Thomas H. Brooking,

Chairman of the Provisional Committee.

To the Right Hon. J. W. Henley, m p.,

President of the Board of Trade,

&c. &c. &c.

Whitehall.
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