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Wc arenjt yet awnkenfd even to tln^ tliscusHlon of (lie prliici*

pies upon which n soiiiul and (iuiuble state ol" social existence

<l('|)cnns, and the very necessity which sectns to exist for such

discussion demonstrates not as we trust, the hopelessness of the

(hinaf, hut the diffmdhj of founding such institutions as arc ne-

ccs<^ary f jr the wjllbL'ing of the country, a difficulty that may re-

main when the niensures relating to them, .shall even be wisely,

liberally and Hnuly carried into execution. The quack and the

nccredited pvnctitioner arc too much regarded in thr* estimation of

the pt'opic ;is an equal niiitch. Hetween the experienced and
sagaciDUsman, Mnd the i.:nornnt talking man, it is thought that

nothing has been decidt^l, aiui measures that have i.n obvious

and direct relation to the morals and religious character of future

generations, are F.till, il. is to be feared, an miclcared lot, a wood
in which men Vr-an(l:n', a:ul may yei be long lost.

When I look abroad np:ui the face of this new laud, whose la-

titude and length, its inhabitants have .scarcely travelled far

enough to measure, when I think of the exuberant productive-

ness with which (io '. ba.s endued it, how his careful providence

has caused throui;h a long series of ages, many great revolutiona

of nature to nunister to that productiveness ; and how, in the si-

lence and s(/l!lude ol' so great a prirt of the surface of the globe,

his spirit was long moving tipon the face of the great inland deep
collecting within it, the relined materials of a former world, and
in the oo/.y beds depositing them beneath, that a new world

thereafter might lilt up her countenance to the sunny sky, her

locks eiUwiucd with every flower, and with wreaths of yellow

corn ; when I recal how his hand unseen has thus been fash-

ioning an abode for generations t)f men in which to fulfil their

destinies till the end oltiide, moulding it into shape, and sloping

its hills and dales, bollov.-ing out the beds of its mighty lakes and
marking out the courses of it.s rivers and rills, it seems a sad and
melancholy thing to believe, that he will ever suller the husband-

men of riich a garden of his making, to become rebels against

the God of nature, aliens from the kingdom out of which he peo-

ples heaven. And yet when we reflect how insecure are the

means of supplying full religious instruction, how partially the

good seed must of necessity bo sown, how easy for a good shep-

herd to be hunted from his pasture, and for the enemies of Christ

to sow tares and brambles in bis vineyard -when we con.sider

in what manner distant and extensive districts nu\) grow up


