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PROPOSED SOUTHERN RAILWAY

Quebec, 3rd April, 1835.

To the Honorable

Sir Allan N. MacXab, M. P. P.,

Cliairman of the Railway Coininitl^e, &c., &c.

Sir,—Bcir)i( (Icpnted by the Petitioners for the Aet, to ineorporate the

IJainilton ami South Western Railway {"ouipany (whieh will shortly come
before the Corniiiittee on Railways) to net as the Agents of the proposed

Company, we beg to <'xplain to you the grounds upon vviiieh they claim the

favor;ii)le attention of I'arliament ; and request that you wijl lay this eom-
mimieation lielore the Counnittee whenever the subject of a Soullttmn Railway

shall come up for coii^jderation.

We would, in the first pliict% direct the att(Mition of the Cornmilt.ee to the

accompanying Map-or Skeich of South-Wesicrn Canndii, showing the route

proposed to be followed by the Petitioners for the Hamilton and South-iVestern

(Charter, and also indicating the lines idreiidy o|)ene<l, in progress, and in

conlemplalioji, under existing Charters. It will be seen that between llie

(Jrciit Western liiw and Lake Krie tlii're lies an extensive tract of country,

varying in width from some 17 to 45 ujiles. It is composed of no Jess than

fcven Coiuitie.s, namely, Welland, Haldimand, Norfolk, Elgin, Kent, Essex,

and Wentworth, containing in 1852 a po])ulaiion t)f about 15(),0t)0, which

may now be set down, with ihr(>e years increase, at I.S(),()00, Hy ref'-rem-e

to the subjoined Table, will be seen the numlier of acres of land, ; icssed

value of taxable property, and population of these several Counties.

In April, 4H;36, a Charter was granted for the construction (if a Ran >vay,

to extend from the Niagara to the Detroit Miver, which, according to the

Survey then made, was intended to skirt the shore of Lake Erie. 'I'he

reasons which deterred the commenc(>mi'nt of this line, and the eonsecpu'iit

expiry of the Chnrler, from )ion iisrr, are so well known, that tli^y need not

be referred to. The grounds upon which the Legislature were ai)peale(i to,

by the (ireat Westerii Company, which was subsetiuently chartered, to refuse

lo the Lake Erie CompiUiy, a renewal of their Aet of Incorporation are of

more importance and re(|uire notice.

Upon each renewed application of the parlies interested, in this

South(!rn line, they were met by the Great Western Company with the

argument that being competing lines, there was not sullieient business to

support both, uud lliut couseipiently Capitalists would refuse lo embark iheijr


