
Ip Some New Voyages

fult but the fabulous Manufcripts of the Egyp'

tiam and Chaldeans^ who were a phanatick fupcr-

fticious Sort of People. But fuppofing the E-
gyptians and Chaldeans to hare invented the Art
of Writing, what Credit can we give to the Ac-
counts of Things that are faid to have happen'd

before the Date of that Invention ? In all Proba-

bility they knew no more of the Matter than

the Americans \ and upon that Score it was very

hard for them to give a faithful Narrative of the

Adventures and Exploits of their Anceftors. I

am now fully convinced that Tradition is fo in-

conllant, obfcure, uncertain, and fallacious, that

we cannot pretend to rely upon it. And this

Notion I owe to the Savages of Canada^ who
being at a Lois to trace the Truth of what has

\

been tranfadled in their own Country but 200 ^

Years a^o, gave me Occafion to call in Queflion

the Purity and Truth of Tradition. Upon this

Lay, you may eafily apprehend, that thefe poor

People are as little acquainted with their own
Hiftory and Origin, as the Greeks and Chaldeans

were with theirs. Let us therefore content our-

felves, my good Friend^ in believing that they are

defccnded of honeft old Adam^ as well as you
and I.

I have read fome Hiftories of Canada, which

were v/rit at feveral Times by the Monks, and
muft own that they have given fome plain and
cxadt Defcriptions of fuch Countries as they

knew i but at the fame time they are widely

miftaken in their Accounts of the Manners and

Cuftoms of the Savages. The Recollets brand

the Savages for ftupid, grofs, and ruftick Perfbns,

uncapable of Thought or Refleftion: But the

Tefuits give thern other Sort of Language*, for

they intitlc them to good Senfe, to a tenapious

Memory, and to a quick Apprehenfion feafon'd
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