
€ brydoke's tour.

appefarance. He was carried through th6 crowd
with vaft ceremonyj and received the homage of
the public with a becoming dignity j after which
he was again lodged in his chapel, where he daily

perfonns a number of miracles, to thofe who have
plenty of nioney and faith to fpare.

His minifters, however, a fet of greafy capuchins,
did not feem to have enriched themfelves in his fer-

St. Benedict, who does not pretend to halfvice.

his fandity, keeps his fervants in far better plight.

The devotees continued to dance in foft Sici-

lian meafures till after fun-fet, when they retir-

ed. Many of the country girls were extremely

handfome^ and all> being in their holiday clothes,

made a good appearance.

One part of the ceremony had a grand effcft.

About two thoufand fmall iron cannon, not more
than ax, inches long, were planted in a triple row
before the church, and rammed to the muzzle
with powder. A train being laid between them,
they went ofFfo quick, that that the ear could not

feparate the reports, which were re-echoed for

fome time, after the firing was finiflied, from the

high mountains on either fide of the i^raights.

. In their perambulations round the city and its

vicinity, their fenfes were recreated by the per-

fumes of various aromatic plants and fhrubs. Ma-
ny beautiful flowers grow wild on the furround-

ing mountains, and the fields about Meffina were
covered with the richeft white clover. Even the

fait, produced here by the heat of the fun, emits a

grateful odour, refembling violets; as was fenfi*

bly perceived on walking near the-harbour.

The houfes in Melfina are bandfome and ex-

tremely low rented. Provifions, efpecially filh,

jjfa likcwife very reafonable; and our author

think5t


