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From thk "Timks."—This volume is not the least interesting or instructive

among the records of the late oxpediticMi in search of Sir John Franklin, com-

manded hy Captain Austin. The most valuable portions of the hook are those

which relate to the scientific and practical observations made in the course of the

expedition, and the descriptions of scenery and incidents of arctic travel. Many
of the latter possess considerable literary merit, and all are impressed with the

vividness of fresh observation. From the variety of the materials, and the

novelty of the scenes and incidents to which they refer, no less than the interest

which attaches to all that relates to tlic probable safety of Sir John Franklin and

his companions, the Arctic Miscellanies forms a very readable book, and one that

redound> to the honour of the national character.

From thk "Globe."—Captain Austin's little squadron, which sailed in

May, ]H.">0, in search of Sir John Franklin, consisted of the Resolute, com-

:T.rinie(l hy Captain Austin ; the Assistance, commanded by Captain Ommaney ;

and two steamers under the command of Lieutenants Osburn and Cator. To
assist in whiling away the dreary time in the arctic regions, the otticers and

sailors of tlie expedition contributed to a journal which was circuliited amongst

them in manuscript, and once a month the weather-beaten tars enjoyed the

Iiixm'v of their own newsp.Tper. That journal has now been brought before the

general public under the title of " Arctic Miscellanies," in a shape more worthy

of its intrinsic merits, beautifully printed, and carefully illustrated. All the

varied incidents, pleasant and painfid, of life in the frozen zone, are vividly

and good-humouredly chronicled in the " Arctic Miscellanies," which contiiins

besides some eajiital seamen's stories superstitious *' yarns " and drolleries. As

a record of the i)astimes, adventures, fancies, and feelings of our true-hearted

gallant sailors, while undergoing the most appalling hardships in the frozen

seas, the volume is invaluable ; and it is unusually interesting as demonstrating

the high intellectual capacities, the mental vigour, and the refined tastes of our

rough-looking blu':'-jackets.

From thk " L'.vitkd Skrvick Magazink."— Beautifully got up, and
profusely illustrated, this most pleasant book really charms as much hy its

appearance and its nuitter, as its novelty. We cannot take leave of this Arctic

Souvenir without expressing our admiration of it in every point of \ie\v. Such
productions should be encouraged hy those in authority, and a copy of this

work ought to be found on board every ship in commission.
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