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Since our being captiirrd, Captain Coinctt lias Viccn in a liigii Ihtc of inf;init)' ; fome-

tiincs he flarts, at utlicrs hcafks iiovv long lie hi% to live } vvho is to be his executioner }

what death he is to be put ro? with all I'uch delirious cxprcHlons, accompanied by a

number of fimplc aiflions, which induces tiie, and every other pcrfon who fees him, to

believe his brain is turned, owing to the great charge that was under his care; and I am
forry to add, that he has not fortitude enough, in this critical and dif.igrecablc fituation,

to fupport this uncxpctflcd llroke. He has delivered me his inftrudions and the South

Sea Company's grant, and rcquells I will adl in his name. I have endeavoured to convince

the Spaniards, had wc known this place had been taken polUflion of by the King of Spain,

\vc would not, on any confulcration, have come near it : I have likcwifc wiflicd to per*

fuadchim to pcrufc the South Sea Company's grant and our inftruttions j which he rc-

fufes, and tells mc it would avail nothing now to do it, as his olliccrs infirt on his going

on with what he acknowledges he tooralhly and haftily began, and without deliberating

what might hereafter be the confequence. He dcfired me toinclofc the grant and our in-

Hruftions in his prefencc; he took and put a fmall note with them, and afterwards fcalcd

it with his own fignet : he then put it under my care, defiring that I would deliver it to the

Viceroy of Mexico. The veflcl is going to St. Bias, a fettlenicnt they have in the latitude

of 2i''3&' North, on the coaft of California, where wc are going, to determine whether wc

arc a prize to the King of Spain or not j if we arc not, as we have every rcafon to cxpedt,

(he will be delivered up with every thing in her, and be anfwcrablc for all damages ro-

ceivcd or Rotes deficient, iince his making a prize of us ; but this undoubtedly will be

fettled between the two crowns.

Captain Colnett, myfelf, Mr. Temple, and Reid the carpenter, arc permitted to re.

main on board the Argonaut ; Mr. Hanfon on board the Commodore's fliip j and Meflrs,

Gibfon and Ludlow on board the Spanifli fnow.

From what I can learn at prefent, all the Englifhmen are to be fent in the Argonaut to

St. Bias, and preparations are now making to accommodate us in that veflel : they have

alfo built cabins between decks for the feamen, where they are to be confined in irons

during the night, but fuffered to walk out in the day ; the officers, I believe, arc alfo to be

ufed in like manner. I am at prefent in pofleflion of my cabin, as arc alfo the reft of us,

and the commodore behaves with great civility, by obliging us in every liberty that can

be expefted as prifoners. Whatever deficiency may be left concerning our prefent tranf-

adions, will be explained to you in its true light by Mr. Funter or Mr. Barnettj for I con-

fefs that I am very unhappy, unfettled, uneafy, and in fliort, feel every anxiety that is

the companion of a perfon involved in fo difagrecable a fituation as I am.

I am.

Dear Sir.

Your's moft obedicntlv.

(Signed) B. D U F F I N.
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