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The Portuguese in South Africa are not entitled to

the same amount of space in a history as the Dutch, for

they did nothing to colonise the country. I think that

in this little volume I have given them their just pro-

portion. In another respect also I have treated them

differently, for I expended many years of time in

research among Dutch archives, and I have obtained

the greater part of my information upon the Portuguese

by the comparatively trifling labour of reading and

comparing their printed histories. I should not have

been justified, however, in issuing this volume if I had

not been able to consult the important documents

which the Eight Honourable C. J. Rhodes caused to be

copied at Lisbon for his own use.

With this explanation I commit the volume to the

good will of those who are interested in South African

affairs.

GEO. M. THEAL.

Cai'ETOWX, Januanj, 1896.


