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Poaition of the American Army Memorable Battle of the 8th of January.

collected ; and the ladies occupied themselves continually in

making clothing for those who were in want of it. The mayor
of the city, Mr. Girod, was particularly active at this trying

moment.
The British general now prepared for a serious attempt on

the Anierican works. With great labour he had completed,

on the 7th, a water communication from the swamp to the

Mississippi, by widening and deepening the canal on whicli

the troops had originally effected their disembarkation. Ilo

was thus enabled to transport a number of his boats to the

river. It was his intention to make a simultaneous attack on
the main force of general Jackson on the left bank, and, cross-

ing the river, on the troops and fortifications which defended

the right bank. The works of the American general on the

left bank of the river were by this time completed. His

front was a breastwork of about a mile long, extending from
the river into the swamp, till it became impassable, and for

the last two hundred yards taking a turn to the left. The whole
was defended by upwards of three thousand infantry and artil-

lerists. The ditch contained five feet water; and the ground in

front, having been flooded by water introduced from the river and
by frequent rains, was slippery and muddy. Eight distinct bat-

teries were judiciously disposed, mounting in all twelve guns
of different calibres. On the opposite side of the river, there

was a strong battery of fifteen guns, and the intrenchments

which had been erected were occupied by general Morgan,
with some Louisiana militia, and a strong detachment of Ken-
tucky troops.

On the memorable morning of the 8th of January, general

Packenham, having detached colonel Thornton with at least

five hundred men, to attack the works on the right bank of the

river, moved with his whole force, in two columns commanded
by major-generals Gibbs and Keane. The right and principal

division, under the former of these officers, was to attack the

centre of the works. The British deliberately advanced to the

assault in solid columns, over the even plain in front of the

American intrenchments, the men carrying, besides their mus-
kets, fascines made of sugar cane, and some of them ladders.

A dead silence prevailed until they approached within reach

of the batteries, when an incessant and destructive cannonade
commenced. Notwithstanding this, they continued to advance
in tolerable order, closing up the ranks as fast as they were
opened by the fire of the Americans, until they came within

reach of the musketry and rifles, when such dreadful havock
was produced, that they were instantly thrown into the utmost
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