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through. Some hehnets had a further improvement called a

bever, from the Italian hcvcre, to drink. The ventayle, or air-

passage, is another name for this.

To secure the helmet from the possibility of falling, or of

being struck off, it was tied b)' several laces to the meshes of the

hauberk ; consecjuently, when a knight was overthrown, it was

necessary to undo these laces before he could be put to death.

Romances.

In ages when there were no books, and princes themselves

could not read, history or tradition was niono[)olized by the

story-tellers. They inherited, generation after generation, the

wondrous tales of their predecessors, which they retailed to the

public with such additions of their own as their acquired infor-

mation supplied them with. Anachronisms became of course

very common, and errors of geography, of locality, of manners,

equally so. Spurious genealogies were invented, n which

Arthur and his knights, and Charlemagne and his paladins, were

made to derive their descent from yEneas, Hector, or some other

of the Trojan heroes.

With regard to the derivation of the word Romance, we trace

it to the fact that the dialects which were formed in Western

Europe, from the admixture of Latin with the native languages,

took the name of Lan^^ue Romaine. The French language was

divided into two dialects. The river Loire was their common
boundary. In the provinces to the south of that river the affirma-

tive, yes, was expressed by the word oc ; in the north it was

called oil {oui') ; and hence Dante has named the southern lan-

guage lani^ite cV oc, and the northern langiie iV oil. The latter,

which was carried into England by the Normans, and is the

origin of the present French, maybe called the French Romane
;

and the former the Proven(;al, or Provencial Romane, because it

was sj)oken by the people of Provence and Languedoc, southern

provinces of France.

These dialects were soon distinguished by very opposite

characters. A soft and enervating climate, a spirit of commerce

encouraged by an easy communication with other maritime

nations, the influx of wealth, and a more settled government,

may have tended to polish and soften the diction of the Pro-


