788

THIRTY YEARS' VIEW.

more exasperated daily—which has already

destroyed the ‘benefits of the Union, and

which, unless checked, will also destroy its
form.

Confederate republics are short-lived—the
shortest in the whole family of governments.
Two diseases beset them—corrupt election of
the chief magistrate, when elective ; sectional
contention, when interest or ambition are at
issue. Our confederacy is now laboring under
both diseases : and the body of the people, now
as always, honest in sentiment and patriotic in
design, remain unconscious of the danger—and

THE

even become instruments in the hands of their

destroyers.

If what is written in these chapters shall con-
tribute to open their eyes to these dangers, and
rouse them to the resumption of their electoral
privileges and the suppression of sectional con-
tention, then this View will not have been
written in vain. If not, the writer will still
have one consolation—the knowledge of the
fact that he has labored in his day and genera-
tion, to preserve and perpetuate the blessings of
that Union and self-government which wise and
good men gave us.

END.
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