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lii.s roadPiM. ll'tlify uro "i(M), or.'),<KHI, ()r.')0.(HHI,

i-.o is tho niornl ro8iioii>il.ilily nmlti]'lic(l npnn
liim. Ht' stnmts to li'iiiilrcils or fliotHMiiils, in

a I'i'litioM lis iiiliiuiitii IIS that ot the iitiysic'um

to hi- patient, op tlic lawyer to In- clii-nt ; and
only iu a degree less H.'iei'ei], than tliat ol' the
jia.stcr to his licoph'. He is llieir Jiarhinger of
light, theii' counsellor, tlieir diieetor : it is I'oi-

him to laiild up the gaps in theii- ediioatioiial

training; to <'iit luvay the pi'cjiidiees ; foeidarge
the syinjiathieH; to make ot' his readers men.
lionesl and brave, lovers of truth and lovers of
jiistii'e. Modern soeioty does not alfonl o(ln-

i-ated men any jio.sition. sliort of the pulpit and
th(^ altar, more honorable, more pownlul ''op

good or evil, mill more heavily responsible' to
society. The editorial eharaeter as we now
know it, isnot abovca eentin'v old ; that length
of time ago, correspondent^ addressed the (.mIi-

lislieroijirinter, Init never the editor. Original
views (in events and alKiirs were in those davs
ii.-ually given to the press in ))iinplilet form—
of whieh feiilidivision in literal ure Kiiglatid alone
has jirodiieed enough to fill many liliraries.

This iiami.hlet literature is now for the most
part a dead letter; as ejihemeral as old news-
papers

;
unle.s.s when falling into the hands of

nun lik<' Swift, Addison, .lohn-on and jiurke,
tlie j<iililieatiori of a day in dealing with great
principles aiid great ihar,icter-i. ic^se to the
dignity and aiitiiority of a classic. There is

no insnperablo obstacle inijiecast', to prevent ^

our new;-pa]ier writing iindeigoing a similar
improvement. The best English and Americin
journals are now written in a stylo ]ii>t inferior
in finish to tlic best books, and though ours
is the limited pitronage of a J'roviuce, it isnot
tmreasonalde that, in oiu' jiiincipal cities we
.should look for a high- toned, thoughtful, and
scholarly newspaper style of writing, in the
Au.stralian cohniiiis. where, by sheer force of
distanei>, mu'.'h smaller (^oinmunities than ours
are thrown more on their own miiUtal resources,
they produce new,-pai).^rs in all ri's]iet'ts, siipi^^

rior; and even wiien they do borrow from their
jnitijiodean exchanges, they borrow only the
bestextraetvS. With us the scis.sors does nnich.
and does well ; but I would say with profound
deference to the editoiial scissors, to spare us.

on all occa.sion.s. what passes for Irish anecdote
tuTi.iss the border: and esj.ocially to avoid
naturalizing amongst us, those discourses or
narrations which are disfigured liy blasphemous
perversions, and parodies of the Sacred Scrip-

tiu-(;s. Such writings are too frei|Uent in an
infeiior class of Amerii'an prints ; they are b.ad

enough in their authov.s ; worse still in their
(Copyists in Canada. I.',ut while we ask for a
liigher style of newspaper, we must not forget,

that the I'ublic also have their duties towai'ds
the pres,s. My neighbour Cioodfellow says with
a selfgralified groan of resignation—•'! tiike
" in ten or twelve j)apcrs aweek—French iind
" English,— of all sides and shades in iiolitics
*' and religion.' Well I say to my neighbour,
" Don't take them. This uiiseellaneouis rabble

" of notions jioiired into your hopper eveiy
'• Week, is neither good for you, nor for any one
'' else. If there slioiild be a good or a betli-r

" ainiing them stick to that : taki- two or tleec
" copies of what yen tiiiiik the best iiaper: one
'' for some other ( ioddli'lliiw at Xew Vork, o;-

'' (ila-gow, or Melli(aniie, lait don't din and
" deaden yoursell' with the elimoiir of so maiiy
•• (•lut.radietoiy commentators, on mere events
'• of the day." If he took this ad\iee my
neighbour might escape niiK'h mentil dis.'-ipi

tion arising IVom too liedy mi.\ing his news
papers; he would jirobaldy ac(|uire instead a

certain stability of thought on imblie matters :

lii.^ iiillu'iice as a patron of the jncss, would be

felt; anil what he sent abro.id would probaldy

bring some credit to the country.

VMiile on this topic. 1 may observe that there

is a I'rr-.ss .A s,-o<iation —hitherto Hourisliinc

eliielly in Ont'irio-—which it may be hojied will

be extende<l to the wh>ile J)oniinion. In this

A'<.sociatir>n the publieare more interested than

they are aware of It is a liist attempt long

reiiiiired, to extend the laws of jiersonal cour

te.sy .and good faith to this all powerful frater

nity. If it succeeds it will l)e no longer possible

for'a m.tn to titter behind a piiiuing iiress, to

a thousand or ten lhousaii<l readers, what he

dare not take the jier.onal respon.-iliility of

st.uing in a jirivaie room, oranywhere else. It

it succeeds it abridges the jiiivileges of scotin

drelism. but it elevates the reputation of the

whole class. It will go far in pitcing tlieeditois

on the s;ime professional ]ihuie with tla; Faculty

and the Bar, and by enforcing on their own
profession their own laws, will obviate the

intervention of the civil power, always to be

legri'tted, even wlien rendered unavoidabl.-, in

relation to the press.

As to the otlu'r branch of supply, [ believe

our booksellers have ]iotliing to comjilain of.

'ITio .sale of books is on the inciease, though
not at all so largely as the sale of newspa)iers.

( »ur books are mainly l^nglish, or Americin
repiints of English oi iginals. In point of price

the (M,litiiins aie not so far apart as they Were

on the other side of the < ,'ivil War. .-Vs to the

cla.sses of books most in request, I have been

informed by one of our members well informed

on the matter, that the sales may be divided

somewhat in these [iroporf ions ; religiotis l»ooks.

18 per cent; poetical works, 1(1 per cent:

books on historical, seientitic and literary sub

jecis, 28 p(U- ei'nt; and works of fiction 44 per

Cent. My oljligiiig informant, (Mr, Simuiel

Diiwson) adds in relatit-n to the comjiarative

nioiu\v value, of the several cLisses of books

most "in demand, that the historical, liteniry

anil scientific works would represent about 4;')

percent, the works of fiction -22, tl>e j>oeticaI

;
15. and the religious 18 per cent of the whole.

AVe thus have this striking result, that wheroa.-;

the wc'iks of fiction ate in volume, nearly one-

: half ol all the reading done among us, in cost

they cume to less than one-fourth what is ex-

pendeil for other and better books. An accu


