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NotircH ol nil iiilcii<lc'(l iippliriilidiis lor priviili' hills nrc rcfiuirrd lo hr
I)lll)iiNlli(l ill tilc ( »i'b iiil (i;i/rlli' 1111(1 lli'\V>pllpi'ls oT till' (li,s|li( I illlcri'slcd

ill till' pnipiisi'il lc;iisliili()i|, I'ol- iit iciisl two lllolillis licjol'i' llli- roilsiilclM-

tion of till' pi'til ion. 'I'll is hi If is const ant ly siispi'iidi'd mi tlii' ii'ioinuu'ii-

dutioii ol' t lu' SliuidiiiL!' < h'di'is ( 'oiiiiiiitti'c en sulliririil irasoiis l.'i'iiig nivcii

to till' t'omiiiitti'i' liy till' pioiiioti'is.

In till' llousi- orConinions tlnTi' is idrcudy pnuliciilly all llir iiiarliin-

ery ncccMsiiry to curry out tho proci'durc in voii'uo in ICnulund, should the
cxistiii'^' rules rclaliiiu' lo I'rivati^ liills In- anuMidcd in the sainc direction.

The Chairman ol' Conunillee.s of the Whole or ol' Ways and Means
could easily discliavue the dill ies of t he same olliccr in l']iiulaiid, whose
not least important luiictions are those connected with the prouTess of
Private liills in rarliaineni.

In the ruiadiaii House of Commons, (he duties of examiners of ])i>ti-

tions and ! ,' '"ive heeii i)ractically disclmruvd hy Clerks of Private Hills
(^onimittees. ....'Clerk of Staiidina' Orders liillows in the newspaper all

the notices for private hills, and in forms the Chairman whether the .Slandinii'

Orders ha\e lieeii complied with or not. The Committee are mainly
•jovoriied hy his report on these imdiniinaries and other points relative to
the notice and the pi'titioii.

In the case of Railways, the most important suhjects that coinehel'oro
the Commitlei's—involvinu- as they do, lavLic (|ucstioiis of puhlic policy
and sectional or local interests—the House of Commons not lonu' since
adopted a Model IJill (see appendix K), "in accordance with which all
Private liills for acts of incorporation of, or in amendmeni of acis incor-
jjoraliii!'- Kailway Conipanies shall he drawn "—-jopies heing' obtained ou
application to the Clerk of the House.

This Standinii' Order has much facilitated le<iislatioii, and .saved the
time of the large and important Committee which siii)ervisos this cla.ss of
hills.

It is now provided that before any Railway liill is considered l)y the
Committee, "a report shall be first submiited to the Committee hy the
Hxaminer, slalin^- that he has examined the same, and has noted, opposite
each section, any variations from the jn-ovisioiis contained in (he Model
Bill; and to ensure uniformity, the lixamiiicr shall revise and certify
every Private liill passed by the Committees, and the reports thereon, be-
fore they are presented to the House.

This duty is now performed by nii etlicient Clerk of the Private Rill
Committees in connection with the Law Clerk, and has worked on the
whole satisfactorily. Under the direction of the Clerk ol the House, these
olhcers print and fup' .vise all private bills It is their duty also to report
on all amendments in the Senate to Commons' liills, before they are taken
up in the hitler body.

If the Chairman of Coininittoes were to have his duties enlarffed in
accordaun' with English practice so as to act in conjunction with the
Officer.'^ of the House, an improvement would be made, and a greater guar-
antee for etHcieiit legislation given to the House.

Biit the Senate does not api>ear to possi^ss the same ellicienl machinery
that exists in the House of Commons for the initiation and consideration
of Private liill legislation. This "vises chielly from the fact that .so few
Private liills have ever been introduceu in that House that the attention
of its members has never been fully directed to the subject, and its staff for

im])ortant Committee work of this character is very limited. In the case
ol Divorce Hills, to which the Senate have chielly devoted themselves,
their rules have been much improved of late years, and a more legal and
judicial character given to their procedure, hi this particular the House


