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Honourable moembers. I see trouble in this
Bill. You cannot puit a straogle-hiold on the
peeple of the West withotit their proeting
most xigorously. If the Covernment desires
to help the West lot it hring down a Bill to
reduce freighit rates. The railways have my
sympathy, but to a large exteot it is their
own fatult that they are in their prescrit posi-
ion. Thev haxve over-bujîlt. they have spent
money on hettermonts of their lin-es, they
have buil t large andl hixw-iouý hctr ls. whilc,
we in the West have boon struggling to make
ends meet. We have beon doing our utmost
to hold the ceuintrx' intact and save the
situat ion.

There are mant' other matters pertaining to
Western conditions g-hich 1 should like f0 go
into. but lime iil fot permit. I hope that
honouirable miembers from Eastern Canada
wlho know the West by riding throiigh it in
a Puilman car xvill su anienti this Bihl as to
give the peuple ouit there a chance fo sax e
the countrY frumi coin.

A few years igo. buonour-abie sciiar, ts.xbn
frax elling hteurn hcerc aitd W inipr (g you
would ec traini-bad.s of c.t tle >'ni roui e te
Montreal; akso N-ou woultl tuer t train-loads of
conîmotities in transit freinî Montrual to the
Wecst,. In those daiys thte coutîry~w rich
and fertile anti there was îrlenty of rtucal aud
urban actix ity. The raising, cf freigbtf rates
bas brouglit ahout a disastrous 'b an.sd
to-d.ty yuu w ill itut meet, flic train-lu ids of
cattle as in carly tlrys. 1 shahl net entet inte
a dis-cît ýiou of thle lix e stock imd i t iv or its
importance tu the West, but I (Ie hope lr'rîîur-
able scîtators xvill bear that indîîstry m mind
anti net allev flie Bihl te puss in its presenit
forni. The lionotîcable Minji.tr of Transport
is a peisenal friend cf mine, anti 1 do net
lîke the idea cf uppesing bis Bill, but when
it cunies te a cheice betw(ren this Bill and
t'le settler on tlie land euit west I shaîl net
bcsitate te voe aig:iiist the metion fr third
reading.

Hon. JAMES MURDOCK: Hencurable
senaters. the disciiu;ion for the pa-zt h ir or
mnore prex es onco again that self-pt rýerva-
tien is flic first laxx of nature. Sex oral dis-
fîogtuislied senators from tlic W/est hîu.x fol-
lcw cd une anutlîcr in opposition te this Bill,
wxbich, as I uîîdeîrstand if, contetiplates
reasonahie and consistent regîîlation of fieight
and paissenger rates. My blonourable rî.iend
the senator frcm Saskatchewan North (Hon.
Mr. Humner), as I understood him, aftributed
the troubles cf the railroanîs, wvhielb it is
rîlleged this Bill is te, belp, te the ouL-of-gear

lion. Mr. MULiINS.

xvage rates paid to railway empîcyees, and
lie said tbat in the W/est men get $20 a
month.

Hon. Mr. HAIG: W/ho said that?

Hon. Mr. MI'RDOCK. I wunder if the
buonourable gentleman would care te have,
xx'hen he gees home for the Easter hulidays,
a $20 a month engiuîcer on the front end of
the train that ho trax els on. 1 wender if, in
tlie ex cnt of the train stopiping in flic nmiddle
cf the niglt. lie xxeult care te bhave a $20
a mentît flagmani te get eut te preteet his
life wbule lic sleeps. I w'ondcr if lie would
likc te itaxe a $20 a menitî nman perfermîng
impertant transportation duties invelvcd in
fltc safvc ondurt cf flie buincs, of Caniada.
1 am cf tîetoepinion that my heneurable
friond dues net knov au single thing tliat; is
rcallv ussential xvîth respect te xvagc rates
îter day or heur. ur according te y'ars cf
txperieîîee. It nmust nef ho furgettein fiaf
lhere art htîndreds- 'ves, 1 think, I coîul suy
t lottstutk rtf tnailri.ou I e tuc iii bt Domitunion
tof Canadia xvho haxve given front fiffeco to
tlvenjt%,-fix- cof the bcst, vears cf tiejr live-ý te
railroading. in orler thiat thcy unight sectre
promotions. unly to floti in many cases that
th(y xverc ivithout a job beeausc, thero xxas nu
business te de.

I am nmore titan particularly iîîtere5 ttd in
thte reîtarks cf tu v loîoîtrahbe fricot! the
.junior tîember frena Witîipog (Hon. Mr.
Hfaig). xxhiu 1 ste. lias left flic Cliather. I
xxanterl to asIc him xxhîat xvero tlic xesed inter-
ets hiot thi-. Bill. I cao work up-ut if
bas heon said I cao cosiderable entlîîtiasmi
against veston interesfs whon it semrs te me
fliat fhey are acting tletrimeuf ullY te the
intore-.ts cf flie consunming publie, or tlic people
cf Canada.

If xx ate guing te talk abot vtsted mîtcre-.fs
lot us tale inte eetîsilci'aticn a little bit cf
history. Tîte bonetîralo junior souater fretît
Winnipeg (lien. Mr. Haig) adniîttod that this
Bill ccitt t mplatcrl assi.tiog thre taihîvaxs. Hie
sain, net cur-e but stxeral tinies. I flîink,
tîtat the railw'vsx weîtlt itut get, a dollar eut cf
if. Ho iîav ho righit. But xxlat abeut the
x estedi initerests lie i.s pciotiog at i0 eonnection
with this Bill? 1 ptesumo ftey are in the
proxinces cf Ontarie and Quehee. On flhe
ofhuer hanisul thore any part cf Canada which
to-tlay has a greater respoosibilitv for the
conditien cf the railways at presont and fer
seve-ral vears paetf t (an flic noisy. vecif-
croue public ii tlic gîet ifWest aînd itýs ropre-
ectafix es i0 the Seoate and the lieuse of
Cummens? They, antd they alune. in nîy
juitgment, are respensible fer a great pro-


