
DECEMBER 5. 1906 65

better empioyed than ln provldlng properly
equipped lIfe-saving stations of the- most
lrnproved. character.

Hon. Mr. 'ROBERTSON-I have no desire
to proiong thia discussion, Important thougb
it la, but I watched the newspaprea ver>'
closeiy at the time of these occurrences.
Tbey were ver>' Indignant at the conduct of
the government officiais, aud I neyer aaw
an>' mention of the agent of the Marine
Department having 'wired to Ottawa for
Instructions. If he dld eveutually do so,
it muet have been at a ver>' late date after
the public had become Indignant at bis con-
duct. -I arn doubtful If lie dld so at &i.11
Hle aliowed these men to be oat" whUle
he.dallled away the trne, aud dld nothing.

Hon. Mr. POWER-There la Juat one
point which la suggested by this discussion,
whicb is that it uow becomes the duty of
the goverumeut to make some luquiry Into
the conduct of their officers lu Prince Bd-
ward Island. If it la a fact that the super-
Inteudent of the Island raiiway refused to
allow au englue to go to Souris, and If the
agent of the Marine and Flaherlea Depart-
ment negiected his duty, then the conduct
of these gentlemen should be Investigated,
and spouid lt be found that-they have not
done their dut>', they sbouid be got rid of
aud others sppolnted who wll act differ-
ently.

Hon. Mfr. iMeMULLEN-This. la unques-
tionab>' au exceeding>' Important matter,
and I entirel>' coucur lu the remarks that
have dropped from the hon. senators, from
Haifax. If the Individuai lu charge of the
Prince Edward Island Rallwsy posltively
refused lu sncb an emergeucy to aliow- the
use of an englue sud car hi taire a Ilfe-
boat for the purpose of saving life, lie la not
fit to I a public position, sud the goveru-
ment should remove hlm A man posseaaed
of s0 littie human feeling as to refuse to
let a life-boat be taken to the scene of a
wreck until a deposit of $60 waa made,
should not hold a public office. I hope the
goverument wll hold an Investigation, snd
If that man ha been guiît>' of an>' such
conduct he sbould not be contlnued where
lie ls. I admit the force of the statement
made- b> the Minister of Trade aud Com-
merce that we have a ver>' exteuded coast
Une. Canada has been endeavouriug tW
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provide protection for ber marine business
b>' the erection of lIglithouses, sud the>'
have been constructed as- rapidiy, _1 pre-
anme, as the resources at the commaud of
the. government wonld permit. There are
two or three places wbere apeclal effort
sbould, be put forth. We ail regret very
serloualy the unfortunate disasters thnt have
taken place on the St Lawrence, sud think
that the goverument ahould spare no moue>'
that may lie neceasar>' to equip the wbole
of that Important water-conrse with iight-
bouses, sud provide fog boras to sncb an
extent as to render navigation safe. That
la s& national matter. NDvery (3anadian has
an intereat ln the great St Lawrence water-
way, sud its navigation should be made
ai nofe as buman Ingenuit>' can make -It.
Another exceeding>' Important water route
la that from Owen Sound aud the eastern
cost of Georgian ha>' to the head of Lake
Superlor. That ahouid be protected by
highthousea and fog borna to render it as
aafe as It can posaibi>' be made. tAn unfor-
tunate disaster took place receut' -ou. the
west.coast of Georgiau ha>'. Â steamer,
poaaibly a local steamer, sud not ver>' ses-
wortby, left Owien Sound with twentY-slx
people on" board altogether, every one of
wbom, waa oat It bas not been ascer-
talned yet whether that disaster was due
to want of llghthouses sud fog bornae.

Hou. Mfr. SCOTT-The vessel went down
i seventy feet of water.

Hon. Mfr. McMULLEN-Tbat la a ver>'
Important stretcb of navigable water. The'
-accumulation of freigbt ln the western pro-
vinces lo lkel>' to become larger, sud the
traffic carrled by that route la Ilkel>' to lu-
crease.steadil>', sud ever>' klnd of protective
apparatus ahould be provided to save human
Ilfe when disasters occur. With regard to
the Prince Edward Island matter, I quite
agree that some efforts should be made to
protect those wbo are expoaed to the dan-
gers of the ses on that cosat. No doubt the
Miîster.0f Marine and Fisheries feels- he
lias a very serlous burden on bis shoulders,
sud la dolug ail he can to proteet life sud
save property. -We have bad a atatement from
the hon. Secretar>' of State with regard to
the unfortunate wreck at Vaucouver, sud
it ls qulte ciear that active measures have
been taken to Prevent the recurreuce of


