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The resuit je a plan fer se organizing te
forces cf the Crown, wherever they are, that
while preserving the completa autonemy ef
each Dominion, should the Dominion desire
ta assist ini the defence cf the empire in a
real emergency thair forces couid be rapidly
cc'mbined into oe homogeneous imperial
army.

it is ne more the thin red Uine that stood
before Sebastapol. It is ne more the
mixed ranks that fought at Waterloo, tahen
from England, Ireland and Scotland, it 18
no more the Highland brigade, or Sir Henry
Haveiock's forces engaged in the relief of
Lucknow. It.is the imperiai forces cf the
Empira, undar the stimulus of the vigor-
ous climate cf the northern zone, under
the aouthern cross or wherever thay are
being mobiiized, baing consolidatad jute
a s.ympathatic force for the imperiai army.
That ia the resuit cf the conference, se far
as Mr. Asquith's statemant goas, for mil-
itary purposas. But the confarenca went
further hae says, and did suggest an organ-
ization with a naval force with this pro-
vise, 'which you will be kiihd enough te
notice is cf the utmost importance. Ha
says netwithstanding what thase organ-
izations may ha

It follows that ail resolutions corne te and
thet proposais approvad by the conference
which bas bean held must ha takan, se far es
the dalagatas of tha Dominion are concerned-.
te ha ad referendum, and to hava ne binding
force uniess and until subniittad te the vani-
eus parliamants.

Whatever the confaranca had dona is
subject te the approval cf palilamant. Wa
are deiighted te knew that Mn. Asquith
recegnizes fully our Canadian autonomy in
that respect. The cenfaranca agraed as te
soe genarai acharne for naval defence.
Thera would ha a Pacific fleet in three sec-
tions, one te defand or surreuud Australia,
anether in the China seas and another in
the East Indies. In regard te New Zea-
hand's offar ef a Dreaduought which is te
cest £,000,000, it lias been accaptad, and
the peace of the Indian seas and te
China seas will ha preserved hare-
after, Dot by the British fleat alone, but
by the assistance cf the colony cf New
Zenland. The Commonwealth o! Australia is
practicaily te provida fer hier own defance.
That la te say, she is te hae a unit in the
Pacifie ocean, and hier cemplemnut is te

censist of one armoured cruiser of the In-
domitabie ciass, rLiree armoured cruisers
oi the Bristol ciass and six destroyers, with
the necessary compiement of submarines.
For the time being officers and men are
to be loaned by the imperiai authorities,
but the country aims at eventualiy furnish-
ing its own crews. To this end training
colleges wiil be estabiished. Sydney pro-
bably will be the chief basis of the fleet's
operations. Its annual cost is estimated at
$3,750,000.

As regards Australia, the suggested ar,-
rangement is that, with soine temporary as-
sistance froni imperial funds, the Ccmmon-
wealtli government should provide aind main-
tain the Australian unit of the Pacifie fleet.
Tha contribution of the New Zeaiand govern-
nuent would ba applied towards the nieinten-
ance of the China unit, 'cf wliich soine of the
smalier vessels. would hava New Zealand
waters as their haadquarters. The New Zea-
land armoured cruisers wouid ba stntîoned in
China waters. As regards Canada, it was
considered that har double sea-board rendered
the provision pf a fleat unit of the ame kind
unsuitable for the liresent. It iras proposed,
according to the amount of money that miglit
ha available, thiat Canada should make a
start with cruisers ofthe Bristol class and
destroyers of an inipreved river chaEs, a part
to be stationad on the Atlantic sea-board and
a part on the Pacifie.

That is the outiine of the conference, se
f ar as the Premier of Great Britaîn has
given any expression to itos conclusion.
What conclusion the Dominion govarnment
xnay have corne to will be known 'whan the
Bill is brought down. I refer te this as
a -sort of partial preparati4)n for what may
ba expected when we- go a little further.
Let us flot lose sight of the fact that this
was a most important cor4arence, ilhar
Canada was xepresented there, that -a
seheme cf militnry defence for -the empire
lias been approved by the conference, so
far as Canadn is concerned, subject te our
approvai, that a -scheme of naval defence
was approved subjeet to our approval, and
that ail of these matters, whatever thay are
ne matter what thay involve, should ha
subjact te the approval of the C.anadin
pa.riiamant as they ought to be. If we have
the right te negotiate our own treaties, we
have a right te indicate how our money
ought te be spent, we ought te have a right
te indicater the amount of that expenditure.
Then you may very proparly ask me 'whnt,
in my opinion, Canada shouid pay, if I


